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The Magazine of Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation

Editorial
Over the millennia the Jewish people have celebrated Chanukah. As a 

community it helps us to have to have the stability and confidence in our faith 
and beliefs in a world faced with so much apprehension and uncertainty.

Around the globe Jewish communities, including ours, will be continuing the 
traditional practices, lighting chanukiot and, of course, indulging in latkes 

and doughnuts.

Wishing everyone Chanukah Sameach. Enjoy!

CORINNE REIN
Editor

RICHARD SAUNDERS, CHRIS WOODWARD
Assistant Editors
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A CHANUKAH MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Are we really 
at that time of 
year already? 

It seems just like 
yesterday that we were  
blowing the Shofar and 
dancing around the 
Shul with Sifrei Torah 
celebrating Simchat 
Torah.(Sorry to say that 

not too many of you visited Shul to help us 
celebrate Simchat Torah... perhaps next year).

Now here we are and it is Chanukah just around  
the corner. 

At this point I would I would like to pay thanks to all 
of those people who made the Yomim Norayim this year 
so special, to name them all would fill a book, but I must 
name just a few. Thank you Rabbi Jesner for the high 
quality sermons that you delivered. To Reverend Sklan,- 
Barry, thank you for making sure that all services ran so 
smoothly. To our Chazan, Anton Ereira for leading our 
services so well, and congratulations to you Anton on your 
recent engagement to Deena. May I on behalf of the whole 
community wish you both a wonderful future together. To 
Bernard Benaroch - “wow”. If they were to give out Oscars 
for Shofar blowing you would win them every year. To 
the Office, to Thelma and the Ladies Guild, to our Security 
Team and to caretakers Bob and Pat Nixon, thank you all. 

At this year’s Shabbat U.K. luncheon we had the pleasure 
of listening to our guest speaker Alex Brummer, the City 
Editor of the Daily Mail. Alex talked about Brexit, the recent 
American Presidential Election and how these events may 
affect the Jewish Communities not just here in the U.K. but 
throughout the world. With the election of “The Donald“ as 
the new U.S. President, many of our fellow Jews throughout 
the World have a “nervous“ feeling. The most powerful 
man in the world, someone with no political experience, 
whatever will become of us? To that I say, just look at his 
family; his son - in law, Jared Kushner and grandchildren 
are orthodox Jews, many of his closest advisers, Jason Dov 
Greenblatt, who formerly lived in and guarded a West Bank 
Settlement and David Friedman, a leading U.S. attorney, 
have strong ties to Israel. One of the first Foreign Leaders 
due to meet President Trump is Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Need we be concerned? 

With regard to Brexit, with the rise of so many right wing 
politicians in Europe, Marine Le Pen in France, leader of the 
Front National, Geert Wilder leader of the Freedom Party 
in the Netherlands, Umberto Bossi leader of the Northern 
League in Italy and Timo Soini leader of the True Finns 
Party in Finland to name just a few, do us “Brits“ wish to be 
involved with these possible European leaders?

Our Shabbat U.K. day ended with a communal Havdalah  
at the Hannah Levy Home, where Rabbi Jesner, Rabbi 
Michaels and Rabbi Alperowitz conducted the service.

This year we saw the loss of Yitzhak Shamir, former 
Prime Minister and President of the State of Israel. Shamir 
was the last living Founder Member of the State of Israel 
and his passing will leave a great void. 

Many people define Major Jewish Holidays as those that 
feature the traditional holiday meals, the candle lighting, 
Kiddush etc. Where all forms of work are forbidden, 
only Biblical Holidays fit these criteria, as Chanukah 
was instituted some two centuries after the Bible was 
completed. (The Samaritans who like to believe that they 
are the descendants of the original Jewish faith and still 
live on the mountain top of Mt. Gerizim, only celebrate 
the Biblical Holidays and do not recognise Chanukah or 
Purim.) Nevertheless although Chanukah is of Rabbinic 
origin, it is traditionally celebrated in a major and very 
public fashion. 

The requirement to position the Menorah at the door or 
window of the house or even in today`s world, at the centre 
of public spaces symbolizes the desire to give the Miracle 
of Chanukah a very high profile. So please enjoy the latkes, 
spin the dreidle, and be generous with the children`s and 
grandchildren`s Chanukah Gelt.

We are now nearing the end of our Shul`s electoral 
period; within the next two months we will be calling our 
A.G.M. As I said at the last A.G.M., I do hope that many 
more congregants put their names forward for election.We 
are holding the A.G.M. on THURSDAY 16th February, a 
weekday, at 7.00p.m. in the Menorah Suite. Let me explain 
the reason for this unprecedented change to our normal 
Sunday Meeting. The Constitution of the Shul states that 
the A.G.M. has to take place before the end of February; 
in this coming February however, with the exception of 
the first Sunday of that month, when the accounts will 
not be completed, we have the situation where all of the 
other Sundays are booked for “Special Occasions”. Not 
wishing to upset or offend these celebrants, the Executive 
Committee agreed unanimously to the day change. I do 
hope that all members will join us on the evening of the 
16th February.

With reference to the relocation - renovation situation, 
of which I spoke of in our September issue, our up to date 
position will be reported to you all, in full detail at the 
forthcoming meeting.

May I take this opportunity of wishing Rabbi Jesner 
and Pamela, Rev. Sklan and Angela, Mahir and Anne, all 
members of the Executive Committee, my dear wife Judy 
and all members of our family, along with all the members 
of our Shul,
“Chanukah Sameach”

BRIAN G. LASSMAN
PRESIDENT.                       

“May the lights of Chanukah usher in a better world for all mankind“
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A CHANUKAH MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Now, there is not much new or 
brilliant to be said about the 
holiday of Chanukah, right? I think 

that maybe many would probably agree 
with that statement. Many years of writing 
and speaking about Chanukah should 
pretty much exhaust the topic, shouldn’t 
it? But then again, that would be selling 
Chanukah short.

RABBI ADRIAN JESNER 
CHANUKAH MESSAGE –5777

There is always a different and new message that 
illuminates all the holidays of the Jewish year and 
Chanukah is certainly no exception to this rule. How does 
this happen? And how did the Jewish State itself happen; 
not in terms of history, facts, personages, dates, places and 
wars, but in the amazing fact that such a state flourishes and 
progresses despite all odds, past and present, with so much 
stacked against its existence?

The rabbis of the Talmud have taught us that people to 
whom wondrous things occur do not really recognise those 
events as being wondrous. It is part of the weakness of 
human nature to have such limited understanding. There 
has to be a flash of insight, a commemorative act, a tradition 
of being able to look past the trees to the forest, a spirit of 
almost childlike wonder, in order for the amazing to be 
truly believable in the eye and the mind of the beholder. 
And I think that this is essentially how we have to look at 
Chanukah – as the historical event, as the commemoration 
of the event and of the traditions and customs that so endear 
this eight-day festival to all of world Jewry.

Jewish tradition and the rabbis of the Mishna took an 
amazing event that many people would look at as being 
ordinary or natural and, restored it to its truly wondrous 
state. The story of Chanukah is that of a small and 
apparently weak nation overcoming a mighty army of a 
world empire.

It records a triumph of monotheism and Jewish tradition 
over pagan culture and practices, of the small, pure lights 
in the Temple that overcame the flaming torches that were 
far from pure, and of the vitality and resilience of Israel over 
those who would wish to snuff out its existence. It is all 
wondrous but only if one views it all as being wondrous.

The rabbis in their holy perspective of Jewish life and 
events elevated the mundane and seemingly ordinary to the 
realm of miraculous and eternal.  That is basically the main 
lesson Chanukah teaches us – that we are a special people 
who live a miraculous existence with constant wonder 
surrounding us and yet it is all encrusted in seemingly 
natural and ordinary occurrences.

To de-legitimize the story of Chanukah and to treat it as 

just another ancient war of the Grecian period is the same 
tactic that the world uses today to de-legitimize the State of 
Israel and our rights to our ancient homeland. If the wonder 
of it all is lost and forfeited, then so is our struggle for 
existence and independence. Chanukah is pure wonder and 
hence its importance and relevance to us in today’s world. 

Perhaps more than other holidays of the Jewish year, 
Chanukah is a children’s holiday. Tradition allows even the 
youngest to light the Chanukah candles, to play dreidel, to 
taste latkes and sufganyot, to have time off from school  
and to observe the holiday through the eyes and senses  
of a child.

Children still retain their sense of wonder and 
imagination. Their world is not usually bound by the 
practicalities, realism and sometimes pessimism of their 
elders. Everything in life is still new and unexpected, 
worthy of curiosity and examination. Theirs is yet a magical 
world, even a spiritual world, viewed from a different plane 
of perception and thought.

Therefore, Chanukah is the perfect holiday for children 
for it requires this perspective – to be made wondrous, 
miraculous and thereby meaningful and beneficial. 
Chanukah is not for the jaded and empty spirited. Its 
candles flicker only for those that see the fire of Torah, 
tradition and morality that lie beneath their small surfaces.

One who is privileged and able to see the wonder of the 
events that occurred to us “in those days” will also be able 
to discern the wonders that we encounter daily here in 
Israel “in our time.” 

It remains for me on behalf of Pamela and myself to 
wish Reverend Barry Sklan and Angela, together with the 
Executive and Executive Committee and all the members 
of the Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation a happy and 
meaningful Chanukah.

RABBI ADRIAN JESNER 

Jewish Destiny

“May the lights of Chanukah usher in a better world for all mankind“
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CHANUKAH THOUGHTS FROM

REVEREND BARRY SKLAN

Quite a surprising statement

The whole Yom Tov of Chanukah revolves around the 
mitzvah of lighting and seeing the lights of the Chanukia.

So how can the Halacha be so lenient about the candles 
blowing out? One would think that the flame must actually 
last for a specified period of time since the mitzvah is all 
about publicising the Miracle of the Oil on Chanukah.

The answer is that the light of the chanukiah represents 
the wisdom of Torah.

Torah is very special in that when you work on it, it is 
never in vain. Even if after studying in an area of Torah for a 
long time you realise that your understanding is completely 
wrong, you still have the zechut, the merit, of Torah. Torah 
is about a “labour of love” and not results. The goal is the 
journey, not the finishing line.

This is the secret to the flame that has gone out

Torah shines a light onto the world. We say of a great 
tzaddik that his light shines from one end of the world to 
the other. 

What happens to us 
lesser people whose Torah 
doesn’t produce much 
light? Chanukah teaches us 
that even if your Torah is 
completely useless and it 
produces no light you still 
have the mitzvah. If you 
put your heart into your 
learning, no matter how wrong your conclusions are, you 
have the entire Mitzvah of Talmud Torah, of Torah study.

We are taught that even if the light of your Chanukiah 
doesn’t shine, as long as you poured your oil, your intention 
and your heart into it, then Hashem considers it as dear as 
the light of the Chanukiah that gives off a beautiful glow.

Angela joins me in wishing everyone an enjoyable 
Chanukah, filled with light and latkes!!

BARRY SKLAN 

Please support your Shul – Gift Aid your donations
How does Gift Aid work?
Gift Aid is one of the easiest ways to make your donation tax effective. By supporting the Shul you are 
supporting reclaims of the basic rate tax from HM Revenue and Customs. There is no extra cost to you 
and the process is simple – all you have to do is make a Gift Aid declaration. The Congregation benefits by 
obtaining the tax back from the Revenue which of course benefits the Congregation’s funds.

As the Congregation is a charity, the contributions you make will be tax deductable if you are a higher rate tax payer, and 
claimable by you from the Inland Revenue as a charitable gift.

Many of you have already completed gift aid declarations, for which we are very grateful. These are held in the office and,  
half yearly, we collect Gift Aid back from HMRC on the contributions made for offerings, donations, subscriptions, Yahrzeit  
donations etc.

What is a Gift Aid declaration?
It is simply a statement by an individual taxpayer that they want a charity to claim from HM Revenue & Customs the tax paid on 
their donation. This is the way to add 25% to the value of your gift to Bournrmouth Hebrew Congregation without it costing  
you a penny more!

Gift Aid – do I qualify?
You must pay an amount in Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover the amount Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation will 
reclaim in the tax year (from 6 April to 5 April of the following year).

Please complete the form and return it to us!
Please complete the Gift Aid declaration enclosed in your Ruach and return it to the Shul office. It won’t matter if you think you 
may have completed a declaration form some years ago – we are happy to update our records and claim as far back as April 2012.

Thank you!
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The Mitzvah of Chanukah is that if you 
put enough oil in the Menorah to last 
the required time period, you have 

fulfilled your obligation even if it blows out 
right away. You are not even required to 
relight it.
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SEFER PRESENTATION BY THE FAMILY OF 
THE LATE SAM AND HILDA MARKS

Hilda’s daughter Rochelle Selby spoke at the cemetery 
and enthralled everyone with stories about her mother 
and her dad Sam. There was also a speech by Hilda’s 
granddaughter. The ceremony officiated by Rabbi Adrian 
Jesner, also included the re-dedication of Sam’s headstone.

After the ceremony at Throop, everyone went to the BHC 
synagogue for the dedication of a Sefer Torah in memory 
of Hilda and Sam presented by their children Rochelle and 
David. The new Sefer Torah was carried into the synagogue 
by David Marks under a chuppah and welcomed by the 
other Sifrei Torah carried by members of the Marks family. 

After completing seven circuits inside the shul, David  
gave a speech explaining the reason for donating the  
new Sefer Torah.

Afterwards there was tea at the Menorah Suite for about 
100 guests which gave everyone the chance to reminisce 
about Hilda and Sam and exchange anecdotes about  
this larger than life couple famous for their kindness  
and generosity.

MAHIR OZDAMAR

Sunday 18th September was a 
special day for the Bournemouth 
Hebrew Congregation. The 

afternoon started at Throop Cemetery 
with the stonesetting for the late 
Hilda Marks, a well-known and much 
admired personality in Bournemouth.

David Marks 
carrying the 
sefer

BASIC KIDDUSH LIST 
– £200

Wine, Brunswick Biscuits,
Juices, Crisps, Egg and Onion
Chopped Herring, Crackers,

Garnishes

Plus – 2 litres Whisky if desired, 
which must be supplied by the 

Kiddush Sponsor

KIDDUSHIM
KIDDUSH LIST  

– £300
Wine, Danish Pastries, Biscuits, Egg 

& Onion, Chopped Herring, Crackers, 
Crisps, Smoked Salmon, Fish Balls, 

Schmaltz Herring, Garnishes

Plus – 2 litres Whisky if desired, 
which must be supplied by the 

Kiddush Sponsor

Please Note:-
With the exception of the Whisky, everything must be ordered from the Shul Shop. You are 

responsible for buying and delivering the Whisky. Please inform Thelma Cowan (01202 290798) of 
the date, etc., of your Kiddush so that she may liaise with the Ladies Guild. Please contact her if you 

have any problems whatsoever.

You may wish to give a donation of £25.00 which the Shul will pass on to the Ladies Guild.

You may also sponsor a COFFEE AND KICHELS KIDDUSH at a cost of £75 plus 1 litre of Whisky

Please book any of the above via the Synagogue Office.
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This year’s Regional Community 
Leaders Conference was held on 
Sunday 25th September at the 
Birmingham Central Synagogue. 

I attended the Conference representing 
BHC, which required making a 6.30 AM 
start and getting back late, having driven 
for some 7 hours. So, was it worth the 
effort and what were the main messages 
from the Conference? 

To start off with, it was very fitting that the Conference 
was held in the new premises of the Birmingham Central 
Synagogue, which like many regional communities is a 
shrinking and ageing community. As their membership 
dwindled towards the 150 mark they took the decision 
to sell off their large main shul site for assisted living 
development and they built themselves a smaller, modern 
shul next door where their function hall used to be. 

As most of you will know, Coreen and Tony Rose and 
Ruth and Richard Saunders, used to be members of 
Birmingham Central. They were able to suggest people I 
should talk to during my visit, as a consequence of which I 
made some useful contacts with people who have real life 
experience of building a modern shul.

The Conference, the theme of which was ‘Working 
Together’, was well attended by some 80 delegates from 
Aberdeen to Bournemouth, from Norwich to Cardiff and 
Belfast. Some 12 delegates gave short presentations sharing 
their experiences in making their communities more vibrant 
and, in some cases, just surviving. The wider picture for 

UK Jewry is that, outside of London and Manchester, 
communities, like ours, are getting smaller and older. 
Take the community in Belfast; in the 1960s they had over 
1200 members; they are now down to less than 80. This 
scenario is being repeated up and down the country as 
London, and to a lesser extent Manchester, attract the 
younger generation, our children and grandchildren, and 
return to the provinces the older, retired generation. Some 
communities are significantly worse off than others. 

For example, many communities do not always have a 
minyan on a Shabbat morning, with some only holding 
Shabbat services once a month. In order to address 
problems of this nature these communities have set up 
twinning projects with larger communities so that every 
so often they can enjoy a well-attended service and 
communal dining. 

Leaders from Norwich and Pinner recounted their  
story and the positive effect this has had on both 
communities. I was approached by leaders from Reading 
who would like to explore twinning with us which could 
result in them visiting us and vice versa to the benefit of 
both communities.

Many of the shrinking regional communities are no 
longer able to afford a full-time rabbi as their reserves 
dwindle further. They are exploring the use of part-time 
rabbis and taking advantage of the ‘visiting rabbi scheme’ 
organised through Centre for Rabbinic Excellence (CRE), 
in order to introduce variety to their services. I understand 
that Rabbi Shisler visits communities in the South as part 
of this scheme.

The leaders from Birmingham Central described 

CHIEF RABBI’S REGIONAL COMMUNITY CHIEF RABBI’S REGIONAL COMMUNITY CHIEF RABBI’S REGIONAL COMMUNITY 
LEADERS CONFERENCE 2016LEADERS CONFERENCE 2016LEADERS CONFERENCE 2016
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how they market their function rooms to government 
organisations for conferences. For this to work, the facilities 
on offer must meet certain minimum criteria set by the 
government. They have found it an uphill struggle to 
generate extra funds through this route. Nevertheless, this 
is something we could try when we have modernised our 
facilities, wherever and whenever that may be.

The delegate from Southport talked about the importance 
of maintaining fresh leadership. His message was ‘don’t 
rely on one individual to run the shul for many years’. 
Encouraging fresh ideas, fresh faces and establishing 
a harmonious working relationship between the lay 
leadership and the rabbi is important for success. 

As another speaker pointed out, the rabbi goes to a 
yeshiva not to a business school; lay people with specific 
skills or hobbies should come forward for the benefit of the 
wider community.

Yet another important message was about innovations in 
education. The presenter lives in London and mostly works 
with the communities in and around London. Nonetheless, 
there were interesting ideas that would apply to every 
community and there are plenty of online resources from 
the United Synagogue and elsewhere to make education 
fun and involving. We will explore these ideas for 
implementation in our community.

The final speaker of the day was Chief Rabbi Ephraim 
Mirvis, who was, as usual, inspirational and entertaining 
in equal measure. The Chief Rabbi spoke about a few 
communities from around the world and the lessons they 
teach us. 

The first is Gardens Shul located in downtown Cape 
Town, a synagogue I visited about 10 years ago. As the 
Jewish families moved out to the suburbs, the Gardens 
Shul had lost its sparkle and the attendances had dwindled. 
About 10 years ago it all changed with the arrival of new 
leadership with new thinking. 

They started to introduce a new approach to attract more 
people including Friday night dinners ‘Food & Whisky and 
No Sermons!’ This new approach has been so successful  
that now they get up to 600 people attend their Friday  
night dinners. The Chief Rabbi’s message was “Think 
creatively within the community. Concentrate on all Jews 
not just Members”.

The second is Shomer Shabbos shul in Brooklyn New 
York, a small unassuming synagogue with a big heart. 
They hold minyanim 24/7 at 15 minute intervals. The Chief 
Rabbi once visited this synagogue quite by accident. After 

the service he was asked to go downstairs to the communal 
dining room and eat. He responded that he was not hungry.

The local rabbi explained their minhag was that after 
davening you would go downstairs and eat. So the Chief 
Rabbi did as he was asked. He later discovered that the 
food on offer came from kosher restaurants and food halls 
in the area and this shul regularly fed the hungry and the 
homeless. They asked everyone to go and eat so that those 
in need would not be singled out and embarrassed. 

The third example was that of Ohel Leah synagogue in 
the heart of Hong Kong. This synagogue located in a busy 
and prestigious residential area of Hong Kong has managed 
to thrive by integrating into its environment. Dwarfed 
by the high rise residential towers all around it, the main 
synagogue maintains its original charm and has integrated 
additional facilities such as a Jewish community centre into 
the buildings surrounding it. In order to survive and thrive 
in an ever changing environment you cannot stand still, 
you have to change with the times and make the best of the 
resources you have.

As a final thought the Chief Rabbi said that he often talks 
about ‘Binyan and Minyan’. All said and done, Minyan is 
more important than Binyan (a building), a thought that 
resonates with us here in Bournemouth.

Was it worth the effort going all the way to Birmingham 
for this conference? Yes, I think it was. For one thing it made 
me realise how lucky we are here in BHC. Of course we 
think about the past and how it used to be, but there are 
many congregations out there that would give an arm and 
a leg for what we have here in Bournemouth. Does it mean 
we should be complacent? Not at all. 

We cannot stand still; we must all be prepared to embrace 
change and to keep adapting to the ever changing times. 
We need to nurture and develop the leaders of the future 
who will bring fresh enthusiasm and new ideas to take 
our community forward into the future. We will continue 
to work hard at addressing the issues that we face and 
building on our many strengths, an objective which cannot 
be achieved without the support of the wider community.

MAHIR OZDAMAR
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THE ABRAHAM FUND
Alex Brummer in Jisr Azarqa, Israel

Standing on the steep sandbank 
which divides the dilapidated 
Arab village of Jisr Azarqua from 
the swish villas of Caesarea the 

contrast could not be starker. On one side 
Israel’s wealthiest town where Benjamin 
Netanyahu has his private home sits amid 
verdant lawns. 

On the other side of a barrier hurriedly erected 2001 is an 
Arab village ignored by signs on the highway, an enclave 
trapped in poverty and poor health by its history. Rubbish 
haphazardly strewn below the Arab side of the sandbank is 
a symbol of municipal deprivation. Out to the sea there is a 
common vista of sand dunes and a moody Mediterranean 
with the surf skimming across the surface like a cavalry 
charge of white horses.

 It is in the decaying, modern community hall of Jisr 
Azarqua that a unique dialogue takes place. Israel’s best and 
brightest from the Rabin Pre-army Leadership Academy, 
on a gap year before military service, are being exposed to 
the problems of besieged Israeli-Arab citizens. The young 
Israelis who have been earmarked after tough testing for 
future leadership in the IDF and broader society are directly 
confronted with Arab contemporaries having been briefed 
and walked the village. 

The disgust of the young Israelis with what they have 
witnessed is palpable: ‘If we had the time and means we 
would dig up that sandbank,’ declares one of the cadets. The 
dialogue with the impressive young Arabs is wide ranging. 
Furwaz, a thick-set Arab youth, studying nursing at a nearby 
college, talks emotionally of discrimination on campus 
describing some members of the faculty as ‘racist.’ He 
describes how he sought to build bridges with Israeli-Jewish 
students by organising a party including free beer. None 
of the Jewish students showed up. Furwaz is asked by the 
young army recruits if he supports a Palestinian state.

‘I have Israeli citizenship he declared. I was born into the 
reality of Israel. If I were a Palestinian I wouldn’t be studying 
nursing,’ he declares. 

In another corner of the room a testing debate is taking 
place over why the Israeli-Jews feel it incumbent to put on 
uniform and go into the army and how they reconcile that 
with their studies of Arabic and goals of social leadership in 
Israel. The conversation is a critical pilot for a programme 
known as ‘Education for the Next Generation’ piloted by the 
Abraham Fund Initiatives an NGO that seeks to improve 
the education and understanding of Israeli-Arab and Jewish 
communities. 

 It has taken delicate negotiations with the Rabin pre-Army 
Academy and even more sensitive talks with Jisr Azarqa’s 
leaders to identify sufficiently thoughtful and articulate 
Arab youngsters ready to engage with Jewish Israel’s elite. 

The goal is to expose the best of Israeli-Jewish army recruits 
sufficiently to the hardships of their Arab contemporaries. 
It is hoped that when they are promoted to become officers 
and leaders in civil society, post their military commissions, 
they will be sufficiently aware of the needs of Israel’s Arabs to 
make a difference.  

Just how much that difference could make is well illustrated 
by the history, geography and social structures of Jisr Azarqa. 
Most of the 14,500 residents are the direct descendants of 
two families who travelled to Ottoman Palestine in the early 
19th Century from North Africa. They are darker skinned 
than most Palestinians and have been shunned as a lower 
cast with little marital and social mingling with nearby Arab 
villages. The result has been inter-family marriage with the 
problems that brings of infant mortality, short-life spans, and 
hereditary disease.

Until recently, when a bridge across the main Tel Aviv-
Haifa highway was constructed, the only way in and out of 
the village was via a single lane tunnel beneath the highway. 
Housing is in short supply in a village that is hemmed in on 
the West by the sea; to the East the highway; to the South 
the Caesarea sandbank and to the North the Nachal Taninim 
nature reserve and Kibbutz Maagan Michael. Jobs in and 
around the area are few with ‘Fisherman’s Village’ providing 
work for a handful of men and just one village native 
working in the adjacent nature reserve. Much of the private 
income flowing into the village flows from the women, who 
are bussed into Tel Aviv at 3am in the morning, to clean Tel 
Aviv University campus and city hospitals. 

Male unemployment is endemic and groups of youths 
gather on street corners. Security cameras hang from 
buildings seeking to protect buildings from theft given an 
absence of policing. Almost one quarter of the families live on 
payments from the state and 1,500 families are under special 
welfare supervision.

There are small signs of hope. There is a jointly owned 
Jewish-Arab guesthouse largely used by NGOs and 
volunteers. Schools catering for the 5,000 kids in the village 
offer a route out for those kids that complete high school. 
But the ability to develop a stunning coastline is impossible 
because it is under strict Ministry of Interior control rather 
than the municipality.

The contrast between Jisr Azarqa’s humiliation and the 
conspicuous prosperity of neighbouring Caesarea could not 
be greater. That is why it was chosen by the Abraham Fund 
as a good place to educate Israel’s next leadership generation. 
It highlights the social and political obstacles to be overcome 
if Israel is to be a more equal society.

Alex Brummer is chairman of the UK Friends of 
the Abraham Fund Initiatives.  

He is City Editor of the Daily Mail
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THE CYRUS CYLINDERTHE CYRUS CYLINDERTHE CYRUS CYLINDER

The British Museum 
holds numerous 
items that are of 

interest to the Jewish 
people, but one in particular 
has received a significant 
amount of publicity in recent years. 

In 2013, the Cyrus Cylinder was loaned by the British 
Museum to tour five cities in the United States, including the 
Getty Villa in Los Angeles, where David Saunders, son of Ruth 
and Richard Saunders, is an Associate Curator of Antiquities. 
David co- curated the Cyrus Cylinder Exhibition at the Getty 
Villa and set out below is an extract of the article that he wrote 
at the time: 

‘The Cyrus Cylinder is an object whose humble form belies 
its historical importance. Working on the exhibition now at the 
Getty Villa, it was my task to help explain this “object of many 
stories” clearly and concisely - to help you understand what 
it is and why it matters, and to make the case for giving it a 
deeper look.

After many months spent researching the Cylinder and 
its context, I’d like to share with you the facts about it that 
have the most resonance for me, ones that I hope visitors to 
the exhibition will take away, and remember, long after the 
Cylinder returns to London.

It’s named after the Persian king, Cyrus II. Cyrus ruled from 
559 B.C. until his death in 530 B.C. The Cylinder marks his 
peaceful capture of the magnificent city of Babylon (in modern-
day Iraq) in 539 B.C.

Cyrus is widely referred to as Cyrus the Great, and with 
good reason. The taking of Babylon was a game-changing 
moment, the crowning achievement in what Cyrus’s massive 
expansion of the Persian Empire–all in just 20 years.

Even before the Cylinder was discovered in 1879, Cyrus had 
an enviable reputation. Greek historians wrote about Cyrus’s 
deeds, and Xenophon even penned an account of his career. 
The Cyropaedia (literally, ‘The training of Cyrus”) presents 
Cyrus as an ideal statesman and ruler, a legacy that has had 
lasting influence since the Renaissance.

Jewish texts go even further, mentioning Cyrus as a 
Messiah-like figure – the Lord’s shepherd and his anointed. 
This is because, after the First Temple in Jerusalem had  
been destroyed and the Jews deported to Babylon in 597 and 
587 B.C.E, Cyrus brought an end to their exile. Not only did he 
allow them to return home, but he encouraged the rebuilding 
of their temple and returned the treasures that had been stolen 
by the Babylonians.

The Cyrus Cylinder provides an invaluable account—in 
Cyrus’s own words – of his deeds and policies. The Cylinder 
records Cyrus’s acts following his capture of Babylon. The 
previous ruler, Nabonidus, had offended the gods, disrupted 
religious life, and brought ruin on the people, says the Cylinder. 
Cyrus – chosen by the chief Babylon god, Marduk–peacefully 
entered the city and upheld traditional practices. He arranged 

for sanctuaries to be repaired, for 
statues of gods to be returned to their 
rightful places and for peoples who 
had been deported to go back home. 

Though the Jews aren’t 
mentioned on the Cyrus Cylinder, 

the ending of their exile is surely 
related to the policies it describes. It’s for this 

reason that the Cyrus Cylinder has been seen as a model of 
tolerant behavior, a paradigm of how to govern a multi-ethnic, 
multi-cultural society.

We can call the Cyrus Cylinder an ancient “press release”–a 
message to the people of Babylonia from their new ruler. 
Although the Cylinder is a unique artifact, the text was a royal 
proclamation, and would have been drafted in multiple copies. 
This supposition has been confirmed by the recent discovery in 
the British Museum of two fragments from a clay tablet (also on 
view in the exhibition) that replicate portions of the inscription, 
and even add phrases that do not survive on the Cylinder.

Its cylindrical shape was a traditional form for “foundation 
deposits,” inscriptions buried in the foundations of a building 
or wall. Depositing a text in this way had long been a custom 
in Babylonia, a means of invoking the favor of the gods. But it 
had another, more earthly and no less visionary purpose. For 
foundation deposits were also written with one eye on future 
generations who might recover the inscriptions and learn of the 
ruler’s great deeds. And this is exactly what has happened with 
the Cyrus Cylinder.

This “time capsule” remained hidden underground for 
2,438 years. The Cyrus Cylinder was not discovered until 1879 
during British Museum excavations overseen by pioneering 
archaeologist Hormuzd Rassam. It was shipped back to London 
amidst many other finds, whereupon its significance was 
realized. Scholars had only recently understood how to decipher 
Babylonian cuneiform (from the Latin for “wedge shaped”), 
an ancient writing system in which characters represent not 
individual sounds, but syllables or entire words. The Cylinder 
was swiftly translated and published by Theophilus G. Pinches 
and Henry Creswicke Rawlinson, and the true importance of 
this extraordinary object began to be realized – and celebrated.

There is a replica in the United Nations. Decades after its 
discovery, the Cylinder became the focus of renewed attention 
when it served as the official symbol for the 2500th anniversary 
celebrations of the Persian Empire. The shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi (who ruled Iran 1941–1979) had referred to the Cyrus 
Cylinder as “the precursor to the modern Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights,” and in 1971 a replica was presented by the 
Iranian Royal family to the UN.’
Originally published on The Getty Iris. © J. Paul Getty Trust, licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license.

n For those interested in learning more - 
http://cyruscylinder2013.com/
http: //www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/cyrus_cylinder/index.

html
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/the-search-for-cyrus/

British Museum copyright
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As I write, today is 31st October 2016 
and it is the 90th anniversary of the 
death of one of the world’s greatest 

superstars, Harry Houdini.
Harry was born Erik Weisz in Budapest Hungary in April 

1874, and his untimely and tragic death on October 31st 1926 
robbed the stage of one of its greatest personalities.

Harry’s father Samuel Weisz, was a Rabbi and was offered 
a post in Appleton Wisconsin USA. Harry, whose name was 
Americanised to Ehrich Weiss on immigration papers was one 
of 7 children, and as his father couldn’t make a go of it, it was 
down to Harry to look after the family’s finances. Harry took 
many jobs but loved the theatre and the stage, and initially 
developed a magic act. Harry was an avid reader and was so 
taken with a French magician Jean Robert-Houdin that he took 
the latter part of his surname adding a ‘i’ and from then on Erich 
or Erie became Harry Houdini.

He was a very fit man, strong and muscular, and a good 
swimmer. This fitness enabled him and often 
saved his life in many of the daring attempts he 
made, to escape from various restraints. He was 
an escape artist like no other. (The word often 
attributed to him as an ‘escapologist’ was first 
created by Australian Escape Artist Murray  -  
Murray Carrington Walters)

So many books have been written about  
this legend and do I feel Houdini’s name  
will live forever.

One short story…… I had agreed to meet a 
magic colleague at the Second Avenue Deli in 
New York. As he lived in nearby Brooklyn it 
was but a short journey for him.

As we sat down to eat he said “I have something very special 
to show you”. He proceeded to take out of his pocket a slender 
red leather diary. He handed it me and said “This belonged to 
Houdini”. Now to have anything in your hands that belonged 
to Houdini was special but this was his own personal diary. 
Not only that, it was one of his very early diaries with many 
references to his early career. Even as I write it still gives me a 
tingle up the back of my neck just thinking 
about this occasion. To read in Houdini’s 
own handwriting that…. ‘hadn’t earned 
enough money so had to sleep on the 
sidewalk’ …..was an image that many would 
never associate with such a famous and 
popular entertainer. This unique diary was 
eventually put up for auction and is now in 
the hands of a lucky collector of Houdiniana. 
However for me, it was privilege to have had 
the diary in my hands for such a  
fleeting moment.

Houdini was one of the earliest members of the oldest magic 
society in the world, The Society of American Magicians. He 
became President during the years 1917 – 1926. When the SAM 
celebrated their centenary in 2002 a special stamp was created 

by the US postal authority in his honour.
From swallowing a few needles and some thread reproducing 

them from his mouth actually threaded, or making an elephant 
vanish, he was always in the news. He produced and appeared 

in several films doing all the stunts himself. He 
was the first man to fly an aeroplane in Australia, 
and when he appeared at The London Palladium 
his fee was nearly $4,000, and there were four to 
the pound in those days!

I don’t know what celebrations had been 
planned around the world for his 90th but I am 
sure that for his 100th it will be something special.

For his 50th anniversary your author and 
Maurice Fogel put on a very special show at the 
Opera House Jersey in the Channel Islands in 
aid of The Variety Club of Jersey. I even arranged 
for a special stamp cancellation where all the 
proceeds went to charity. There was also a very 

special raffle where the first prize was an all expenses paid trip 
for two to the Houdini Niagara Falls Houdini Museum. All 
had kindly been donated by British Airways and the Niagara 
Tourism Board…… and the winner was… the grand-daughter 
of a locksmith who made Handcuffs for Harry Houdini! Is that 
spooky or what?

The special show was a sell-out and a full house ensued after 
some exciting pre-publicity. We even had 
the Tony Curtis straight-jacket from the 1953 
Paramount film ‘Houdini’ kindly loaned by 
The Magic Circle Museum, and displayed 
in a local department store window (photo 
above). The Amazing Fogel gambled with 
his life presenting Russian Roulette, together 
with other items from his vast repertoire, 
culminating with his original ‘Final Houdini 
Séance’ creating just the right atmosphere. 

It was a memorable night in so many ways 
and as I write I am reminded it was forty years ago. I now ask 
myself where have the years gone to?

It must be magic!  
CHRIS WOODWARD  

HARRY HOUDINI – 90 YEARS ONHARRY HOUDINI – 90 YEARS ONHARRY HOUDINI – 90 YEARS ON
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ABRAHAM LURIE

Abraham Lurie, regimental 
number J570, a private in the 38th 
Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers 

was Bernie Dexter’s grandfather.
On a recent visit to Bait Hagdudim in Netanya, we 

discovered the following entry in one of the record books at 
the museum:

‘Abraham Ben Morechai Lurie – Born in August 1885, 
was one of five brothers and sisters of the Luria family who 
lived in the town of Verbolov – Suvalky – Gurbenya district 
of Lithuania in East Prussia. The town was situated near 
the German Border. His father was a butcher and Abraham 
was experienced with horses, either saddled or harness 
driven which were used in their business for deliveries 
etc. His elder brother Louis, had previously emigrated to 
Edinburgh, Scotland in Great Britain. In correspondence 
between them, Louis heard from Abraham about the 
oppressed conditions for Jews in Csarist Russia after the 
Russians had overrun Verbolov and the rest of Lithuania.

Louis wrote and told him to emigrate to Scotland. 
Abraham arrived in England in 1908 and went to 
Edinburgh where he eventually opened a kosher butcher 
shop and became a reputable and highly respected citizen 
of that town and the oldest established butcher.

The First World War broke out, and the idea of a Jewish 
Battalion was in the air, advanced by Ben Gurion and Ben 
Zvi who were then in America. Abraham who grew up in 
a Zionist home back in Verbolov joined up as a volunteer 
for the 38th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers who had Jewish 
units and was sent on enlistment to the Crown Barracks 
at Plymouth. Here he was placed, because of his previous 
experience with horses, in the mounted section of the 
Transport Corps, a Jewish unit of the Expeditionary Force 
then going out to the Middle East under the command of 
Colonel J. H. Patterson and the overall battalion command 
of General Allenby. (See footnote).

Attached to Abraham’s particular unit was Jabotinsky 
as a war correspondent. Abraham knew him very well as 
he rode along sometimes separately on horse-back and 

sometimes, when no saddle horse was available, beside 
Abraham on his waggon. Abraham’s service waggon 
carried war loads of ammunition and food and was in the 
desert campaigns of Palestine, Jordan Valley, Jericho, Beirut 
Lebanon and Cairo Egypt. Later he went on with …… (the 
rest of this is missing from the page).

During the Second World War, his brother Manchik and 
his sister Chana who remained in Verbolov were captured 
by the Germans and sent to concentration camp and were 
put to death when the area was overrun by the armies of 
the Hitler regime. Abraham’s four sons served in 1939-
1945 war, respectively as: Philip was a doctor in Scotland, 
Michael was a sergeant in the Royal Artillery, Joseph was 
a flight-lieutenant in the Royal Air Force and David was a 
corporal in the Royal Signals.

Abraham was honoured by the Israeli Government who 
presented him via the Israeli Ambassador of the period 
who came to Edinburgh Scotland with commemorative 
medals for his part in the Palestine Jewish Brigades 
Campaign of the First World War 1914-1918.  

Abraham, in 1980, is the last remaining member alive 
of his own family. In a visit to Bait Hagdudim, the Jewish 
Legion Museum at Avichail in Netanya in Israel on 
December 29th 1980 at the age of 95 years, Private Abraham 
Lurie is one of the oldest surviving members of the 38th 
Battalion the Royal Fusiliers of the Great War 1914-1918.

The above information was given by a great friend  
of the Lurie family, Harold Gilbert of Prestwich, 
Lancashire, England.’

Mr Lurie photographed in Netanya in December  
1980 aged 95 on a visit on the occasion of his grand-
daughter’s wedding.

Abraham’s great-grandson Brett now lives on Jabotinsky 
Street in Netanya!
n Editors Footnote: Colonel John Henry Patterson (1867-

Continued on next page

The Jewish Legion parade through London
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Many thousands of people attended 
the Annual Remembrance Day 
Ceremony at Bournemouth War 

Memorial at which the Bournemouth 
Jewish community played their part in an 
official capacity or spectators. 

As shown in the photos a contingent took part in the 
march from Exeter Road through the Gardens, where the 
Bournemouth AJEX Standard flew proudly alongside those 
representing other service personnel past and present. 

 Rabbi Adrian Jesner along with Rabbi Maurice Michaels 
of Bournemouth Reform Synagogue took part in the  
solemn service, alternately reading Psalm 23 in Hebrew  
and in English. 

Rabbi Jesner & Rabbi Michaels in procession 
to the memorial 

COLOUR SECTION 4PP

1947) was born in Ballymahon, South County Longford in 
Ireland to a Protestant family. Colonel Patterson joined the 
Dragoon Guards in 1885 claiming to be 19 years old,and 
after a distinguished career left the army in 1911. He rejoined 
the army at the outbreak of World War 1 and after service in 
Flanders was sent to Egypt.

1915 saw Patterson given the rank of honorary Lieutenant 
Colonel, and made commander of the Zion Mule Corps, 
who were a group of Jewish volunteers eager to serve in the 
international cause and hopefully to advance the cause the 
creation of a Jewish State. Included in the ranks were Zeev 
Jabotinsky and Joseph Trumpledor. When volunteers were 
sworn in they were invited by him to “Pray with me that I 
should not only, as Moses, behold Canaan from afar, but be 
divinely permitted to lead you to the Promised Land.” He 
also wrote regarding the Corps training camp” never since 
the days of Judah Macabee had such sights and sounds 
been seen and heard in a military camp-with the drilling of 
uniformed soldiers in the Hebrew language.”

The Mule Corps had distinguished service in Gallipoli 
landing there in April 1915, but was disbanded in May of 

1916. Patterson had fallen ill and was evacuated back to 
Alexandria and then to Ireland where he continued to serve 
in the army. 

During his leadership Patterson had to deal with extensive 
anti-Semitism towards his men, who admired him sacrificing 
any opportunity of promotion with his efforts to ensure his 
men were treated fairly.

He remained an advocate of Zionism and a close friend of 
Jabotinsky and also Benzion Netenyahu, father of the present 
prime minister of Israel.

He and his wife moved to California in the 1940s and were 
laid to rest there. However a pioneer Christian Zionist his 
final wish was to be interred in Israel close to some of the 
men he had under his command.

His wish was finally granted on 4th December 2014 at a 
reburial ceremony for him and his wife in Moshav Avihayil, 
in Israel, where some of those he commanded are buried. The 
ceremony was attended by Prime Minister Netanyahu, his 
family and many members of the government, and he was 
referred to by the Prime Minister as ”the godfather of the 
Israeli Army”.

Abraham Lurie – continued from previous page
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Also at:

Your Eye Site Opticians, 304, Lymington Road, 
Highcliffe BH23 5ET or call us on 01425 272991

63, Southborne Grove, BH6 3QU 
or call us on 01202 424491

n  Where will you be sure to be seen by the same optician every time, 
who cares about offering you a service, and who won’t be happy 
until you are completely happy?

n  That will be BOURNEMOUTH VISION CENTRE, where Mr Bernie 
Dexter has been looking after the eyes of the Southbourne 
community for the past 30 years.

n Our receptionists are chosen for their warmth and empathy.

n They are trained to help you to choose just the right frame for you.

n  Mr Dexter has over 40 years of experience as an optometrist, and 
through extensive ongoing training is up to date with all the 
advancements in modern eye care.

n We operate a price match policy.

n The health of your eyes is our concern

COLOUR SECTION 4PP
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SHABBAT UK AT BHC
Alex Brummer, City Editor of the Daily 
Mail was guest speaker as Shabbat UK was 
celebrated at the Bournemouth Hebrew 
Congregation. Following the service he gave 
a Lilmod in shul on the Abraham Fund . 

A communal lunch followed after which he gave a more wide 
ranging talk on a variety of topics which included Brexit and the, 
then, very recent US elections.

In the evening an inter communal Havdalah service was held 
at Hannah Levy House after Shabbat. Rabbi Jesner joined with 
Rabbi Michaels of Bournemouth Reform and Rabbis Yossi and 
Bentzion Alperowitz of Bournemouth Chabad to conduct the 
ceremony in front of the residents of Hannah Levy House and 
guests from the different congregations.

Erev Shabbat; Bernie Dexter, Rabbi Adrian Jesner, 
Alex Brummer and Reverend Barry Sklan 

The Synagogue Succah was once again beautifully decorated 
by Eve Cowan and her band of talented volunteers. The photo 
shows the interior prior to Yom Tov.

SYNAGOGUESYNAGOGUESYNAGOGUE
SUCCAHSUCCAHSUCCAH

The Bournemouth Branch of the League 
of Jewish Women has donated a 
garden bench to Hannah Levy House 

to honour the life of Janet Greenfield who 
sadly passed away last year. 

Janet was loved by all and despite a long illness carried on her 
work for the League which began in South London many years 
before she moved to Bournemouth. Janet held many official 
positions with the League including Head Office. She visited 
Hannah Levy House on a regular basis and the home provided 

David, husband of the late 
Janet Greenfield, at the 
presentation of the bench

a tea for committee colleagues and the many friends who 
attended the commemoration of the bench in September.

SHIRLEY SHERMAN
PUBLICITY OFFICER,  

BOURNEMOUTH LEAGUE OF JEWISH WOMEN 

LEAGUE OFLEAGUE OFLEAGUE OF JEWISH WOMENJEWISH WOMENJEWISH WOMEN
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Personal
HARVEY – Frank Harvey would like to thank Rabbi 
Adrian Jesner and all Congregants who enquired about 
my wellbeing after the injuries I sustained just recently.
KAMMERLING – Herta and Walter Kammerling would 
like to thank all members and friends for all Anniversary 
and Birthday wishes and greetings on their 72nd 
Anniversary and Walter’s 93rd Birthday.

BERKLEY – Ruth ,together with Trevor, Derek 
and Linda, would like to thank Rabbi Jesner and 
Rebbetzen Pamela, Reverend Sklan and the Executive 
of Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation and all our 
friends for their support and comfort on the passing of 
my beloved husband, Eddie, Dad of Trevor and Derek 
and brother of Linda Taylor. 

THANK YOU TO THE COMMUNITY 

David and I would like to take the 
opportunity to say “thank you”.

Rabbi Jesner and Pamela, thank you for your 
help and support particularly throughout the past year but 
also before mum’s passing. Your support and friendship is 
greatly appreciated.

We would also like to take this opportunity to sing the 
praises of Jane and the helpers of the Shul shop.

My mum felt very strongly that the shop should be 
supported by the community, and was only too pleased 
to help arrange goods to come down if she could. On the 

weekend of my mum’s Matzevah (Stone Setting) Jane 
provided us with great cooked food, chicken soup, chickens, 
schneitzel and more. Everything was delicious. Our Friday 
night and Shabbat, with their help, was made very easy  
for us.

Last, but not least by any means, the indomitable Thelma 
and Ladies Guild, your tea was great and much appreciated. 
My mum so enjoyed being kept up to date and taking part 
in all the activities.

So thank you all for making a weekend, that was difficult, 
very special.

ROCHELLE SELBY

from the family of the late Hilda Marks o”h.

I am one of four brothers, the eldest 
being Monty, then Mark, myself, 
Benjamin (Ben) and the youngest 

(Al). Our war service was as follows: 
- Monty was multi lingual and was in 
the Intelligence Corps and saw service 
in Crete, North Africa (along the coast 
via Tobruk etc.) Cairo, Sicily and Italy to 
Sienna where he was appointed liason 
officer between the Jewish community 
and British High Command. He was 
mentioned in Dispatches.

Mark (19) was a driver in the Royal Engineers and formed 

the part of a rear guard in Belgium, allowing the retreating 
troops to pass through en route to Dunkirk. 

Whilst holding a position one side of the Albert Canal, he 
sustained shrapnel wounds from which he did not survive. 
He is buried in the town cemetery at Veaurnes, Belgium. 

I, Ben, served in the Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm on various 
Navy and RAF stations throughout the war.

Our youngest brother, Al, was in the Merchant Navy, his 
ship, SS Monawai, took on board Otto Frank (Anne Frank’s 
father) and his group of survivors at the end of the War. 
The crew could not do enough for them, finding clothing 
and giving comfort after the suffering and privation they 
had endured.

To this day, Al is often contacted by children of those 
survivors.

A timely reminder how World War Two affected families. 

FORWARDED TO RUACH BY FAY RADLEY, THIS 
REMINISCENCE BY HER LATE HUSBAND BEN RADLEY
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Israel Chauffeur 
Service

Nationwide 8 Seater Transport

• Airport “Meet & Greet” 
• Simcha’s 

• Trips & Transfers
• Wine Tours

In Israel: 058 630 2777
From UK: 0203 769 0465 (LOCAL RATE)

israelchauffeur@gmail.com

A dedicated personal service  
with English speaking drivers.  

Reasonable rates.
By calling the 0203 number you are in direct contact  

with Israel for local charges.

By appointment only.

30 years experience as soft furnishing designer.
Offering a fantastic choice of beautiful fabrics.

Transforming your home with my unique and special designs.
Domestic and commercial.

Curtains Bedspreads Tracks Headboards
Cushion Upholstery Poles Roman Blinds
Pelmets Swags & Tails Valances Fitting Service

07966 304 350 – yvonne.louise@hotmail.co.uk
www.yvonnelouisecurtains.com
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Local councillors Anne Filer, Michael 
Filer and Lawrence Williams joined 
Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation 
members to collect food for the 
Trussell Trust Bournemouth Food 
bank on Mitzvah Day 2016 –  
27th November 2016. 

Over 40,000 volunteers worldwide in 21 countries 
now give a few hours of their time to support 
numerous good causes on Mitzvah Day each year, and 
this band of volunteers grows year on year.

355.5kg of food was donated by members of BHC. 
This is the 5th year that a Mitzvah day collection 
has been undertaken and this is the largest amount 
yet collected by BHC. In 2012, 81.35kg was collected 
and each year the amount of food donated by BHC 
members has increased exponentially. The annual 
increase reflects how important the BHC community 
considers its support of external charities and 
organisations. Mitzvah Day is based on our willingness 
to reach out to our neighbours and to make the 
communities around us better places in which to live.

Grateful thanks is given to those members who so 
generously donated food for this worthwhile cause. Mention 
must also be made of the supportive team of volunteers 
led by Diana Barzilay who gave up their time to make this 
collection such a great success.

Bumper Mitzvah Day Collection by BHC
MITZVAH DAYMITZVAH DAYMITZVAH DAY

Richard Barzilay about to drive one of the three 
carloads of goods to the Trussell Trust.

Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation volunteers with 
some of the 355.5kg of donated food
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The Ladies’ Guild has been very 
busy these past few months, 
catering amongst other occasions, 

many kiddushim celebrating simchas, 
anniversaries, special birthdays, visits from 
schools and honouring Guild members 
past and present. The meal in the Succah 1st 
night Yom Tov, Sunday 16 October, was a 
great success.

In addition, the Guild has catered three Shabbat 
lunches. On Shabbat 24 September, a Communal Lunch 
was held with guests of honour Councillor Edward 
Jesser Coope, Mayor of Bournemouth, together with his 
wife, the Mayoress, and her sister. It was the Mayor’s  
first visit to our synagogue. He said that in the short 
time he has been in office, he has had a very busy and 
interesting time, and hopes that during the year he will 
meet as many of the diverse groups of people in the  
town as possible. 

On Shabbat Bereishit, 29 October the celebratory 
lunch to honour the Chatanim and N’Shei Chayil was, 
as always, a very enjoyable occasion with families and 
friends present, and needless to say, the meal  
was delicious. 

BOURNEMOUTH HEBREW LADIES GUILDBOURNEMOUTH HEBREWLADIES GUILDBOURNEMOUTH HEBREW LADIES GUILD
On Shabbat 12 November another Communal Lunch 

was held. As well as being Shabbat UK, it was also AJEX 
Shabbat and honour was given to the ex-servicemen 
present and those who gave their lives in the service of 
their country for the cause of freedom. The invited guest 
speaker was Alex Brummer, City Editor of the Daily 
Mail, who writes a daily column on economics and 
finance, and following the service, he gave a Lilmod 
about Israeli Arabs and their place in Israeli society.  

During the lunch, he gave a thought provoking talk 
concerning the issues surrounding the election of the 
President Elect Donald Trump, followed by a positive 
view of Brexit.

On Wednesday, 7th September, 
Bournemouth WIZO held an 
Afternoon Tea In Bonny and 

Barry Cole’s beautiful Penthouse flat. 
Even the weather favoured us. The sun 
shone out of a clear blue sky and we 
were all able to take advantage and sit 
on their spacious terrace. 

Mr. Nick Thomas, a script writer to very many well 
known comedians, gave a most interest and entertaining 
talk, which was thoroughly enjoyed by us all.

This was followed by a sumptuous tea prepared by 
both our hostess and members of the Committee.  
I doubt whether anybody had an appetite for any dinner 
that evening.

Our chairman, Judy Curtis, gave the vote of thanks 
and then we all adjourned to the terrace to enjoy the late 
afternoon sunshine. The only pity was that, due to space, 

BOURNEMOUTH WIZOBOURNEMOUTH WIZOBOURNEMOUTH WIZO

we were unable to accommodate more members and 
their friends.

CLAIRE LEVEY
WIZO SOCIAL SECRETARY

(left to right) Suzanne Waller (Treasurer), Nick Thomas, 
Judy Curtis (Chairman) and Audrey Kneller

n Forthcoming Event –  
A Date for your Diary:  

Wednesday 22 February 2017 –  
Ladies’ Guild AGM at 10.30am in the 
Menorah Suite with guest speaker,  
Lynda Ford-Horne. 

AUDREY KNELLER, 
HON SECRETARY - DECEMBER 2016
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BOURNEMOUTH HEBREW LADIES GUILD
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Unique gifts! Beautiful portraits of special people for 
birthdays, anniversaries or in memoriam.
Contact me for details and look at my website to see 
what else I can do for you. I am based on the East Cliff.

www.dirobertsartworks.com

email: dirobertsartworks@gmail.com

tel: 01202 559630

Lisa wishes everyone in the Jewish Community  
a very Happy Chanukah.
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n  Return of the A Sharp Trio – By popular demand we 
held another dinner with musical entertainment in April, 
which was a great success and raised £2,200. 

n  Film and Afternoon Tea – Our thanks go to Marsha Lee 
for allowing us a private screening of the film ‘The Green 
Park’ in early December. By the time you receive this the 
event will have taken place. A full report will appear in 
the Pesach edition of Ruach. 

n  Thank your hosts – If you are invited out for a meal, 
why not show your appreciation by sending an Emunah 
Food Fund card. These are available from the Shul 
Office, from £5. All money raised helps feed children in 
Emunah’s care.

Thank you for supporting Emunah. Your donations will make a 
difference to the lives of less fortunate children in Israel, and are 
greatly appreciated.

& TELEPHONE BUDDY

Now that winter is drawing 
in and the days are getting 
darker, wetter, more windy 

and colder, it is harder for some 
of the members of BHC to get out 
and socialise with other members 
of our community.

Since joining the BHC Executive Committee in 
February, I have seen the work that our Ladies 
Guild Chairwoman, Thelma Cowan and Rabbi 
Adrian and Rebbitzen Pamela Jesner have done, 
visiting those in hospitals and at home.

However, they cannot reach everyone who 

would like a chat for a few minutes from someone 
Jewish each week.

I would like to set up a ‘Telephone Buddy’ group 
whereby people will commit to telephoning someone 
once a week or fortnight, for just a few minutes for a 
chat. You don’t need a car and you don’t have to be 
mobile. You can do this from your armchair at home in 
all weathers.

If you would like to be a telephone buddy or would 
like to receive a call from a buddy please write to me 
at:

MRS ANGELA SKLAN
C/O BHC

Deborah Nathan, Director Emunah UK  and 
Rosamunde Bloom, Bournemouth Emunah with 
the A Sharp Trio

To advertise in this magazine please contact 
the Synagogue Office on 01202 557433

EMUNAH NEWSEMUNAH NEWSEMUNAH NEWS
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The work of BJSS in servicing the needs of the local community had grown rapidly over the years 
since it was established, and we now need to recruit a “Volunteer Co-Ordinator” to work closely with 

Joint team leaders Pat and Josie.

The role would include:
n  Updating our volunteer information, confirming volunteers existing skills 

and experience, and matching volunteers to tasks

n Compiling a list of volunteer telephone befrienders.

n Organising rotas and taking feedback from volunteers

n Supporting volunteers 

This is a voluntary position, although travel and telephone expenses will be reimbursed. 
The post would be suitable as a job share, and could be suitable for someone working from home.

If you feel you want to become more involved in your community and the work of BJSS please 
contact Pat or Josie 

Tel 01202 298817. Email bjss1@hotmail.co.uk 

JOB VACANCY

BOURNEMOUTH JEWISH SOCIAL SERVICES
Require a

VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR

Your shop needs you

Of course this does not have to be a 
regular commitment. 
We are open on Thursdays, Friday 
mornings and Sunday mornings. We 
also need help at other times with stock, 
paperwork etc.

What will you do? 
You can serve, stock shelves, price items 
(the pricing gun is great fun) or sit upstairs 
and man or woman the door. This is a 
warm and comfortable job during which 
you can read, sew, knit, drink coffee or do 
your own paperwork.

Is there tea and coffee available? Of 
course!
We already have a pool of volunteers who 
are greatly appreciated, but we do need 
more. So please, if you have some time to 
spare, we would love to hear from you.
Please give your email address and/or 
phone number to either Celia Bradley on 
01202 303866 or celiabradley@talktalk.
net or Asher Grunis 01202 555291at 
Ashersam@aol.com 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
Please help us to keep the shop open.

For just two hours a week (more if you wish) you can enjoy  
the delights of helping in the Shul Shop.
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2017 Programme
OPERA FILM CLUB

9th January, 2017 Aida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Verdi
23rd January, 2017  Eugene Onegin . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tchaikovsky
6th February, 2017  Tosca  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Puccini
20th February, 2017  I Puritani  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bellini
6th March, 2017  La Boheme . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Puccini
20th March, 2017  La Traviata . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Verdi

The venue for the 2016/7 productions will be The 
Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation Menorah Suite,  
and the performances will be on MONDAY evenings, 
commencing at 7.00 p.m., with the usual break midway 

for refreshments.

We are sharing the Monday evenings with The Adults 
Education Group on an alternating basis.

This will be our fourteenth Season and we look forward to 
welcoming existing and, hopefully, new members in what 
should be a rewarding experience for opera lovers. The 
continuance of the Club depends entirely on your support.

A donation of £2.00 is appreciated to cover room hire and 
consumables. You will be made very welcome in a friendly 
atmosphere. Contact: David on 01202 300573 or  
d.dewell@sky.com

Please attend

The Shul A.G.M.
Thursday 16th February 2017 – 7.00pm

SHOW YOUR 
SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SHUL

SAVE THE DATE
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Wessex 
Jewish Golf 

Society
Are you a Skillful Golfer?

•
Are you an Enthusiastic Golfer?

•
Are you a Social Golfer?

If you are any of the above we of the
WJGS would love to hear from you

Please call Jeffrey Cohen

Tel: 01202 701117

Israeli 
Dancing
For the past ten years, a dedicated group of 
dancers have been meeting every week to 
enjoy beautiful Israeli music, exercise and 
socialise.  Now, due to popular demand, we 
have now started an Israeli dancing session 
for absolute beginners.  There is no age limit, 
and no fun limit.  It’s only for half an hour so 
why not come along on Tuesday nights at 7.00 
in the Menorah Suite.  See the shul notices for 
any changes of time or venue. 
 
MARILYN DEXTER

Bournemouth Hebrew 
Congregation Synagogue

is available for all 
your simchas.

Hear the Choir every 
Shabbat Mevarachim 

in Shul
For more information contact the Shul Office
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Record Collection
After 25 years, Uncle 
Bernie’s Children’s 
Service is STILL my 
number ONE!

Shabbatot and Chagim
 
C U there!

With Ori (Dora) Glaser
Learn Hebrew in a pleasant, 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere. 
Studying can be easy and 
enjoyable. Continuing Beginners 
11:10 – 12.40
The class is suitable for people who have some 
knowledge of Hebrew print and script letters, and 
can say a few basic sentences in Modern Hebrew. 
The course will help you to participate in simple 
transactions and conversations on everyday topics. 
You will be able to ‘get by’ in everyday situations, 
like travelling, asking directions, shopping, ordering 
meals, talking about yourself, your family and your 
interests at a basic level.

There is a fee payable.
For more details telephone Ori on 023 8061 5652
or email her on ori@glasers.org

Modern Hebrew 
Classes Monday in 

the Classrooms



~28~

Diary
DECEMBER 2016
Shabbat 24th  Vayeshev  Shabbat Mevorchim. 

Anton Eriera davening. 
Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.

   Light 1st day Chanukah 
candle after Shabbat ends  
which is at 5.04 p.m.

Sunday 25th   1st day Chanukah.
   Light 2nd day Chanukah 

candles after nightfall.
Monday 26th   2nd day Chanukah. 

Bank Holiday.
   Light 3rd day Chanukah  

candles after nightfall.
Tuesday 27th   3rd day Chanukah. 

Bank Holiday.
   Light 4th day Chanukah  

candles after nightfall.
Wednesday 28th  4th day Chanukah.
   Light 5th day Chanukah  

candles after nightfall.
Thursday 29th   5th day Chanukah. 

Erev Rosh Chodesh Tevet.
   Light 6th day Chanukah  

candles after nightfall.
Friday 30th    Rosh Chodesh Tevet. 

6th day Chanukah.
   Light 7th day Chanukah 

candles before lighting the 
Shabbat candles. 

  Shabbat is at 3.51 p.m.
Shabbat 31st:  Miketz  Shabbat Chanukah. 

7th day Chanukah.
   Light 8th day Chanukah 

candles after Shabbat ends 
which is at 5.09 p.m.

JANUARY 2017
Sunday 1st  8th day Chanukah.
Monday 2nd   Bank Holiday.
Shabbat 7th  Vayigash  Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.
Sunday 8th   Fast of Tevet. 
Shabbat 14th  Vayechi Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.
Sunday 15th    League of Jewish Women  

Afternoon Tea with Speaker. 
2.30 p.m. in the Simcha Hall.

Shabbat 21st  Shemot  Shabbat Mevorchim. Kiddush to 
Celebrate Shabbat Mevorchim.

Shabbat 28th  Va’era  Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Shevat.
   Coffee and Kichels Kiddush. 

Sephardi Minyan.

FEBRUARY
Shabbat 4th  Bo  Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.
Sunday 5th   Bournemouth WIZO film show 

“Crossing Delancy” at 2.30 p.m. 
in the Simcha Hall.

Shabbat 11th  Beshallach  Shabbat Shira. Tu b’Shevat.  
Kiddush to celebrate the 
Batmitzvah of Mathilde 
Lechartier, granddaughter of 
Celia and Brian Bradley, and 
Stephen R White’s 70th birthday.

Thursday 16th   SHUL AGM – 7.00 p.m. in the 
Menorah Suite.

Shabbat 18th Yitro Kiddush.
Wednesday 22nd   Ladies’ Guild AGM at 10.30am 

in the Menorah Suite with guest 
speaker, Lynda Ford-Horne.

Shabbat 25th    Mishpatim Shabbat Shekalim. 
Kiddush to celebrate Shabbat 
Mevorchim and Judy Lassman’s 
special birthday.

Sunday 26th  1st day Rosh Chodesh Adar.
Monday 27th   2nd day Rosh Chodesh Adar.

MARCH
Shabbat 4th  Terumah Moriah School visiting.
   Kiddush to celebrate Carole 

Dworkin’s special birthday.
Thursday 9th  Fast of Esther.
Shabbat 11th  Tetzaveh  Shabbat Zachor. Kiddush to 

celebrate Gerald Sherwood‘s 
90th Birthday.

Sunday 12th  Purim.
Monday 13th   Shushan Purim.
Shabbat 18th  Ki Tissa  Shabbat Parah. 

Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.
Shabbat 25th   Shabbat Hachodesh.
Vayakhel-Pekudey   Shabbat Mevorchim.

 Kiddush to celebrate Shabbat 
Mevorchim and the 50th 
Wedding Anniversary of Celia 
and Brian Bradley. 
Yavneh School visiting.

Tuesday 28th  Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

APRIL
Shabbat 1st  Vayikra Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.
Shabbat 8th  Tzav  Shabbat Hagadol.
Sunday 9th   Search for Chametz not before 

8.44 p.m.
Monday 10th   Fast of the Firstborn. 

Erev Pesach. Communal Seder 
in the Menorah Suite.

Tuesday 11th  1st day Pesach / Tal.


