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Editorial
Our congratulations to the newly elected Board of Management. We wish them well and thank them for 

being willing to work on behalf of the Community.
Perhaps it is significant in a year which marks the 100th Anniversary of when some women were given the 

right to vote in this country, and when we celebrate the establishment of our Ladies Guild that, not only 
do we have several female Executive Committee members, but for the first time at Bournemouth Hebrew 

Congregation we have our first female Vice President, Josie Lipsith.
This, hopefully, is an indication of the Community’s desire to move forward. We hope the Community will be 

supportive of Committee, and criticism will be constructive and helpful.
Wishing everyone a Happy and Kosher Pesach

CORINNE REIN
Editor

RICHARD SAUNDERS  CHRIS WOODWARD
Assistant Editors
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A PESACH MESSAGE
FROM OUR PRESIDENT

I would like to 
start by thanking 
everyone for 

their good wishes 
at the start of my 
Presidency. It is 
indeed a privilege 
and an honour 
to serve this 
Congregation we 

love and of which we have been members 
for more than 30 years. 

I welcome the new Executive and wish them every 
success in their endeavours in taking our Congregation 
forward. It has been nearly 50 years since women were 
allowed to become members of the Bournemouth 
Hebrew Congregation and it took a further 30 years for 
the constitution to change to allow women to serve on 
the Executive. This year we have more ladies than men 
serving on the Executive and we have our first woman 
Vice President. Some would ask ‘Why did it take so long’? 
I’ll leave you to answer that question for yourselves. 
My hope is that in years to come competent women and 
men will continue to come forward to serve and lead our 
Congregation for the benefit of all.

Pesach, the Festival of Freedom, marks the birth of the 
Jewish nation some 3000 years ago; it marks the time of 
our transition from slaves to free men. Some commentators 
explain that the word ‘Pesach’ in Hebrew is made up of  
two words חס הפ (PE and SAH) meaning ‘mouth that 
speaks’, which emphasizes the great importance of speech 
to free men. 

As slaves we were not able to articulate our feelings, 
emotions and aspirations but Ha’Shem delivered us from 

bondage and we acquired the ability to speak out, to express 
ourselves. On the Seder night we relive this experience 
by retelling the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim by reading the 
Hagaddah, which means ‘telling’.

Only a few weeks after Pesach we will celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the creation of the State of Israel. Throughout 
my lifetime there has been a Jewish homeland in Israel 
which we can call our true spiritual home. In 70 short 
years, Israel has gone from a small country of few resources 
to become the superpower of the region. It has taken the 
Jewish nation 2000 long and painful years to re-establish 
our own independent state in Eretz Israel; how lucky are we 
that this miracle has happened in our lifetime?

But we can take nothing for granted. As is often 
said, Israel is located in a rough neighbourhood, and 
antisemitism and boycotting of Israeli goods continue to 
trouble us all. We therefore must remain resolute in our 
support for Israel and everything she stands for. With this 
in mind I hope you will all join us on 18 and 19 April in 
celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday in style.

I will end by remarking that history continues to unfold 
before our eyes. In December 2017 President Trump 
declared that the United States will recognise Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel. Some other nations have also 
followed this lead by affirming what we have always 
known; Jerusalem is the eternal capital of the Jewish people. 
It has always been and always will be. This year, at the 
end of the Seder service when we declare ‘La’shana haba 
b’Yerushalayim’ we can say so with renewed confidence 
that Ha’Shem’s plan for His people continues to reveal itself 
in our days.

Anne joins me in wishing you a peaceful  
and joyous Pesach wherever you happen to 
celebrate it.

MAHIR OzDAMAR

Your shop needs you

Of course this does not have to be a regular commitment. 
We are open on Thursdays, Friday mornings and Sunday 
mornings. We also need help at other times with stock, 
paperwork etc.

What will you do? 
You can serve, stock shelves, price items (the pricing gun is great 
fun) or sit upstairs and man or woman the door. This is a warm 
and comfortable job during which you can read, sew, knit, drink 
coffee or do your own paperwork.

Is there tea and coffee available? Of course!
We already have a pool of volunteers, who are greatly 
appreciated, but we do need more. So please if you have 
some time to spare we would love to hear from you.
Please give your email address and/or phone number to either 
Celia Bradley on 01202 303866 or celiabradley@talktalk.net or 
Asher Grunis 01202 555291at Ashersam@aol.com 
We look forward to hearing from you. Please help us to keep 
the shop open.

For just two hours a week (more if you wish) you can enjoy  
the delights of helping in the Shul Shop.
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One of the perennial topics that come up at the Seder 
is the nature of the dialogue between the Wise Son 
and his father in the Hagaddah narrative. The Wise 

Son asks his father ‘What are the testimonies, decrees and 
ordinances that Hashem our G-d has commanded you?’ The 
answer given to him is ‘Therefore explain to him the laws 
of the Pesach offering: that one may not eat dessert after the 
final taste of the Pesach offering’.

A MESSAGE FOR PESACH FROM RABBI JESNER

Why is this terse answer an appropriate response to his all-
encompassing question? The simple and perhaps the correct 
answer is that this statement ‘Ayn maftirin achar haPesach 
Afikoman’ is the last Mishna in Perek Arvei Pessachim, which 
discusses the laws of Seder night. In fact, we tell him everything – 
from A to z – from that Talmudic chapter. The law that one cannot 
eat anything after the Afikoman is “z” – the last item in that 
catalogue of laws found in the Talmudic Tractate dealing  
with Passover.

However, if we wish to engage in homiletics (which is very 
common on Seder night) one could interpret as follows:  The Wise 
Son is asking a very fundamental question. We all realise how 
basic and fundamental the Exodus story is to our religion and to 
our historical experience. Still, the Wise Son is asking – why do we 
need this abundance of mitzvos that have to do with the Exodus? 
Would it not suffice with just one or two symbolic commandments 
to recall the event?  Moreover, aside from all the many mitzvos 
associated with Pesach in general and the Seder night in particular, 
there are another several dozen mitzvos associated with Pesach in 
general and the Seder night in particular, there are another several 
dozen mitzvos that the Torah  identifies as being ‘zecher l’Yitzias 
Mitzraim’. For example, the mitzvah of Tefillin and the mitzvah 
of redeeming the First Born are classified as being ‘zecher l’Yitzias 
Mitzraim’. Why so many mitzvos? Why all these testimonies, 
decrees, and ordinances?

The truth of the matter is that the question the Wise Son asks is 
really the question the Sefer HaChinuch addresses to his son. In 
Mitzvah 16 (regarding the prohibition of breaking a bone from the 
Peschal offering), the author explains the reason for this mitzvah. 
On Seder night we need to feel like wealthy people, kings and 
princes. Kings and princes do not break bones when they eat their 
meat. Such behaviour typifies one who rarely eats meat and  
wants to suck out the last bit of juice from the broken bone. The 
Chinuch writes that in order to feel and demonstrate that we are 
free and wealthy men (the experience of ‘Cheirus’), the Torah 
commands us to emulate such practices and not break the bones 
on Seder night.

Then, in a fundamental teaching, the author writes (to his son), 
‘Do not think the number of commandments relating to the 
Exodus is excessive and that one or two rituals would suffice for 
our children and grandchildren to not forget the historical events 
of the Exodus from Egypt. Such an idea (which is basically the 
question of the Wise son) is mistaken.  My dear son, listen to this 
and it will give you a basic understanding into the reason for 
much of Torah and many of the mitzvos: MAN IS INFLUENCED 
BY HIS ACTIONS (Adam nif’al k’fi peulosov)’

The world says, ‘You are what you eat’. The Chinuch says, ‘You 
are what you do’ and the way you act is the way you become’.

The Chinuch gives a famous parable about a person who was a 
righteous individual – kind, compassionate, and kind hearted. For 
whatever reason, he ended up in a profession where he needed to 
be cruel. In contemporary terms, we can picture someone who got 
in trouble with the Mafia. They drafted him into their service and 
they told him that he was going to be their enforcer ‘You are going 
to start breaking people’s knees or we will break your knees!’

This person started out as a wonderful compassionate 
individual. But, as fate would have it, for years and years he 
needed to make his living by being an enforcer for the mafia, using 
all kinds of violent techniques to collect funds for his employers. 
The Chinuch writes that such a person will inevitably eventually 
develop a nature that is cruel and hard-hearted. You become what 
you practise. You are what you do.

On the other hand, he writes, a person who is mean and cruel 
but is forced into a profession in which he must be kind and giving 
will eventually become a compassionate person. This he says is 
what mitzvos are all about. It is not merely enough for us to do 
one or two things. The more you do the more you become. The 
fundamental idea of doing mitzvos is to change us for the better! 
The Torah wants there to be a lasting impression on our souls. By 
the performance of mitzvos we should CHANGE. There should be 
an impression. This lasting impression on our souls comes about 
by doing Divinely mandated actions over and over again.

Therefore, if we drink the wine, lean, emulate free wealthy 
men, do not break the bones and act the part we will become 
like wealthy people, kings and princes. This is why we do not 
eat dessert after the Afikoman. We want the taste (of the Matza/
Paschal offering to remain in our mouths, We want to create a 
lasting impression to the mitzvos we do.  This is what we tell the 
Wise Son. The desire to have a lasting impression is symbolic of 
what mitzvos are about in general.  The goal of mitzvos is that we 
should become different, better, people.  We achieve that goal by 
doing. The more we do, the better we become.  This is the reason 
for the testimonies, decrees, and ordinances which Hashem our 
G-d has commanded.

I would like to conclude by wishing the new Executive, 
Reverend and Mrs Barry Sklan, all in the office team and 
the whole Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation a Chag 
Kasher Visameach from Pamela and myself.

RABBI ADRIAN JESNER 

We Are What We Do
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PESACH THOUGHTS FROM
REvEREND BARRy SKlAN

While few of the traditional seder 
foods trace their origins as far 
back as matzah, it should be 

noted that the lowly horseradish root 
also crossed the Red Sea with the fleeing 
Israelites.

As impoverished slaves, they had access to few vegetables 
and the hard and woody horseraddish was a household 
staple. Whilst most of the fleeing Israelites carried with them 
horseraddish, there is a story told of one family where, while 
gathering up their few belongings, discovered that they had 
no horseradish.

The wife sent her husband into the field to dig up a large 
horseradish root, but in the darkness and confusion, he 
unearthed a large ginger root by mistake.

The story continues 
that after forty years of 
wandering in the desert, 
the Israelites finally entered 
the Promised Land. But it 
was another year before 
the family with the ginger 
arrived to settle among the 
rest of the Israelites.

When asked where they had been, the matriarch of the 
family, now grown old, shrugged and answered, “my 
husband insisted on taking an alternate root.”

Angela and I wish Rabbi and Rebbetzen Jesner, the Executive and 
all our Kehilah health and peace and a Chag Kashner v’Sameach

BARRY SKLAN 
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Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation
Invites you to

The History
of Zionism

A SerieS of educAtionAl lectureS to be
given by ivor Weintroub

It will start on Wednesday April 18th 2018 at 2.15 pm, in the Menorah Suite 
and will run for 6 weeks.

This event will be open to all members of the Bournemouth community.

Venue: Menorah Suite, Glen Fern Road, Bournemouth BH1 2LU
All Welcome ★ Tea and Coffee served ★ Admission Free
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PESACH MESSAGEPESACH MESSAGEPESACH MESSAGE
THE CHIEF RABBI’STHE CHIEF RABBI’STHE CHIEF RABBI’S
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Pesach is a time when our thoughts naturally turn to Israel. It is the festival to celebrate the Exodus of the Jewish 
people from Egypt and the miracle of the parting of the Red Sea which enabled the Bnei Israel to escape from their 
pursuing oppressors who would have returned them to slavery.
This year we also celebrate the anniversary of a modern miracle. Seventy years ago the State of Israel was re-born 
after 2,000 years of exile. It remains an event without parallel in human history. Against overwhelming military odds, 
the nascent nation survived the onslaught of invading armies from seven Arab countries. The miracles did not stop 
there. While still in its infancy Israel offered a home to the survivors of the Holocaust as well as Jewish refugees 
from persecution in the Middle East and North Africa. Israel quickly established itself as a robust democracy. It 
made the desert bloom, its scientists have presided over some of the most exciting discoveries of recent decades, 
its industries have flourished and its defence forces are now respected the world over. Jews from around the world 
know that should antisemitism threaten any community, as it has many times over the centuries, we have a nation 
which has pledged to accept and protect us.
The Board of Deputies will celebrate this special birthday with joy, as we commemorated the 100th anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration last year. Whether we live in Israel or here in the UK, there is no doubt that a thriving Israel is 
of the greatest importance to the vast majority of us.
It needs to be said that Jews in the UK who make aliyah do so out of choice rather than fear. We are lucky enough 
to live in a country in which the overwhelming majority of Jews live confidently, with the proper support and 
protection extended by Government and society as a whole. This is not to say that we do not face challenges. 
There is still antisemitism in Britain and it is our duty as your representative organisation to call it out and take 
action whenever we see it necessary. 
Last year in this message, I said that the actions of Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn would speak louder than 
his words. Twelve months on and Labour has moved with the speed of an arthritic snail over the issue. Ken 
Livingstone remains in the party and is unrepentantly spouting his nonsense about Hitler and Zionism on Iranian 
state-sponsored TV. It has not escaped our notice that notorious figures including Jackie Walker and Tony 
Greenstein are also still party members. Labour’s leadership must now finally act to expel those who whose views 
are incompatible with a party which sees itself as progressive and anti-racist.
While we have much work to do, I will be passing the baton of leadership of our community to a new President 
after our elections in May. My three years in the role followed on the previous six years as Vice President and Chair 
of the Defence and Interfaith Division. The last nine years have been intensive and demanding. I would not have 
had it any other way. But I have decided that the time has now come to stand aside and let the Board have the 
benefit of a new leader who will bring fresh qualities and energies to the role. It has been the greatest privilege to 
lead this Board and be an advocate for our remarkable British Jewish community. 
When I was elected as President three years ago I pledged to give clear and credible leadership to protect and 
defend the rights of our community and put its case effectively. I believe that I have gone a long way towards 
fulfilling these aims. 
The strength of our organisation lies in our democracy. We have nearly 300 Deputies who range in their views 
from right to left, Orthodox to Progressive to secular, and we have launched a campaign to persuade more 
young and female candidates to stand to become Deputies so that we can become even more representative of 
our demographic. It is the job of the President and Honorary Officers to listen to their views and represent them 
powerfully to Government and other important public authorities. 
I have every confidence that my successor, with the support of our organisation and with a democratic mandate, 
will ensure that the Board of Deputies continues to go from strength to strength.
Chag sameach to you all.  

PESACH MESSAGE
President Jonathan Arkush
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OUR NEw BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
2018-2019

Following the Synagogue AGM held on Sunday 19th February in the Menorah Suite

Jan Opas:  Publicity
Anne Ozdamar: Fund Raising
Tony Rose: Shop
Stuart Samuels:  House & Health 

and Safety also 
Membership

Corinne Rein Education

PReSidenT   Mahir Ozdamar 

ViCe PReSidenT:  Josie Lipsith 

HOn. LiFe PReSidenT: John Kasmir

TRUSTee: Geoffrey Feld

TRUSTee:  Stephen White

TRUSTee and 
HOn. LiFe PReSidenT:  Ivor Weintroub

WARden: Bernie Dexter 
 Religious Affairs

ex OFFiCiO: Brian Lassman 

John Kasmir Geoffrey Feld Stephen H White Mahir Ozdamar Josie Lipsith Ivor Weintroub

Jane Victor:  Functions 
Committee/ 
Shabbat UK

Board of Deputies Representatives
Marilyn Keen 
nadine Woodward 

Executive Committee

Jane Victor Nadine WoodwardMarilyn KeenCorinne ReinAngela Sklan

Bernie Dexter Jan Opas Anne Ozdamar Tony Rose Stuart SamuelsBrian Lassman
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During  January and February we 
held a five week course called ‘A 
Crash Course in Torah’ which, each 

week covered a different book of the Torah. 
The course attracted up to 30 people who enjoyed the fast-

paced weekly video lectures provided by Rabbi Avraham 

Goldhar, together with tea, coffee and biscuits provided half 
way through each session. After the first week, there also was 
a weekly quiz, which was enjoyed by all.

At the end of the course each attendee received a certificate 
signed by Rabbi Jesner and the President. We are planning to 
do more of these courses later in 2018.

MAHIR OzDAMAR

A CRASH COURSE IN TORAH

The Attendees with their certificates

Unique gifts! Beautiful portraits of special people for 
birthdays, anniversaries or in memoriam.
Contact me for details and look at my website to see 
what else I can do for you. I am based on the East Cliff.

www.dirobertsartworks.com

email: dirobertsartworks@gmail.com

tel: 01202 559630

SupplierS of freSh 
meat & poultry

BEEF – LAMB – CHICKEN – TURKEY
COOKED MEATS – SALADS – FISH – 

CHOLLAS – ROLLS – CAKES
HOFFMANS DELI

SerViNG the BourNemouth heBreW 
CoNGreGatioN for oVer 50 yearS

0208 361 5441
perlmutterkosherbutchers@gmail.com
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As I stood at the top of the stairs 
I started to panic. It had been 
gloomy in the stairwell when 

we’d climbed up the seven flights and 
narrow shafts of light had somehow 
penetrated through the small, grimy 
windows on each landing. 

On our way up, I had just about managed to make out 
the poor state of the stairs. The rough surfaces, the chunks 
of concrete broken off at the corners, the exposed steel and 
dilapidated handrail.

But in the hour since we’d been in the apartment, enjoying 
the wonderful Ukrainian hospitality of our host, the sun 
had set and here I was standing at the top of the stairs in 
total darkness. 

I’m a pretty tough person and as I tell my kids, there’s 
no reason to be scared of the dark. But the thought of 
getting myself down these stairs panicked me. And then I 
remembered my iPhone and fumbling with thick gloves in 
my big winter coat I retrieved it and breathed a sigh of relief 
as the torch on my phone lit up the stairs. 

With a pinpoint of light, we found our way down, relieved 
to be out of the darkness as we stepped through the steel 
front door and into the orange gloom of the streetlights. 

Lilia is not so lucky. Twice in the last two years she has 
fallen down the concrete stairs in her old Soviet apartment 
block, each time breaking her leg. Ten years ago she lost all 
sight in her right eye and since then a cataract in her left eye 
has got progressively worse. 

Cataract surgery is the most common operation performed 
in the UK and you can have it done on the NHS. In Ukraine 
there is no free state provision for eye care or treatments. 
The people I met are living on the most meagre pensions 
and struggle to cover the cost of even basic items like food, 
medicine and fuel. 

The cost of ophthalmic surgery may not seem out of reach 
for us but at ten times the average monthly pension in 
Ukraine, it is unaffordable for many.

And the results are devastating. Simple everyday tasks 
like cooking and cleaning become increasingly difficult. 
Reading a book or watching TV become impossible. 
Leaving your home is terrifying. And as the world around 
them fades into darkness so too do the faces of their family, 
friends and grandchildren. Isolation and depression kick in. 
For many older people in Ukraine, the fear of losing their 
sight and going blind is greater than their fear of death. 

But as with many of the circumstances I’ve experienced in 

FROM DARKNESS TO SIGHT: THE STORy 
OF AN ASTONISHING GIFT

Rebecca Singer, Communications officer, World Jewish Relief
Eastern Europe, the smallest changes can make the biggest 
difference. An eye test, a new pair of glasses or simple eye 
surgery can transform people’s lives for the better giving 
them back their mobility and independence. 

In Kharkiv, north east Ukraine, Vladimir is 74 and lives 
with his wife in a small apartment. A warm and generous 
man, his passion is poetry, which he loves to read and  
write, especially satirical and humorous ones that make 
people smile. 

Three years ago his eyesight started to deteriorate and 
within a short space of time he lost the sight in his right eye 
as a cataract and glaucoma took hold.  

Unable to afford surgery, he became withdrawn and 
frightened, scared to leave the house. He described his 
difficulties poetically, “objects were cloudy, they could 
appear and disappear like in a kaleidoscope – it became 
more difficult for me to write and I struggled to continue 
my poetry.” 

World Jewish Relief’s optical programme helps pay 
for surgery for people like Vladimir and he told us it has 
transformed his life.  

We met Vladimir at the Jewish Community Centre where 
he was reciting poetry to a group of older people. He 
laughs when he remembers the moment they removed the 
bandage and stitches and how the first thing he saw were 
the meatballs and tea his wife had brought him. “It was 
wonderful!” he says. 

As part of the support, Vladimir also got an eye test and 
new glasses so that, “Now I am able to see everything.” And 
in turn, he brings a smile to the faces of those around him as 
he recites his poetry. 

Not everyone is as lucky as Vladimir. Lilia is eager to have 
surgery but she told us that with her small pension, she  
was likely to die before being able to save enough money 
for the operation.  

I often think about being back at the top of that dark 
staircase and am thankful at how easily I was able to find 
some light. It reminds me of the long struggle many older 
people like Vladimir endure but how it is possible to help 
bring them from darkness to sight. 

To help us provide life-changing eye surgery, glasses 
and eye tests for vulnerable older Jewish people in 
Eastern Europe, like Lilia, this Pesach, please visit www.
worldjewishrelief.org/pesach or call 020 8736 1250.

If you’re interested in travelling to see World Jewish 
Relief’s work in Eastern Europe please get in touch with 
Rebecca on rebecca@worldjewishrelief.org.
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Yes, it all started in 2007 with the 
idea that Reverend Meir Lev, the 
then Chazan, should sing part of the 

High Holy days Mussaf Kedusha with two 
or three of the youth of the community. 

However, it did not stop there and several gentlemen 
indicated their interest in singing on Yom Tov. Thus, the BHC 
Choir was formed and rehearsals commenced. Directed by 
Reverend Lev, the Conductor then was Nigel Blumenthal and 
the Choir included Eric Kurt, Alan Rosenberg, Max Lopes 
Dias, Michael Berzon, Geoff Cravitz, Marcus Lieberman, 
Frank Morris, Andrew Kurt, Benji Waxman and David Morris. 
Yom Tov came and went and the Choir sang for the whole of 
the Mussaf service.

In December 2007 it was suggested and agreed that the 
Choir sing on a more regular basis, that being every Shabbat 
M’varachim. They were then joined by Brian Bradley, David 
Victor z”l, Roger Pollard z”l and with Frank Morris taking 
over the role of Conductor. Rehearsals began in earnest and 
the Choir made its grand debut on Shabbat M’varachim Adar 
Rishon, 2nd February 2008.

February 23rd saw the arrival of the new Minister, Rabbi 
Jesner, and on this his inaugural Shabbat, the Choir was 
again invited to sing. This was quickly followed by a very 

special occasion, the Civic Service held for the Mayor of 
Bournemouth, Councillor Anne Filer. The Choir also sang 
at a second Civic Service arranged for the visit of the new 
Chief Rabbi, Ephraim Mervis.

Unfortunately, time takes its toll and the Choir lost four 
valuable members, Michael Berzon z”l, David Victor z”l, 
Roger Pollard z”l and latterly Marcus Lieberman z”l and we 
retain very fond memories of them all. Our three younger 
members, David Morris, Benjy Waxman and Andrew Kurt, 
left to continue their studies and make their way in the big 
wide world, and we wish them well in the future.

The Choir, now having been enhanced by the addition of 
David Weitzman, Leslie Goldstone, Tony Nairn, Michael 
Goldberger, Lewis Citron and Harvey Lipsith, continues 
to sing on Shabbat M’varachim, although David Weitzman 
has since made aliyah to Israel but rejoins when in 
Bournemouth and Leslie Goldstone has left the choir for 
personal reasons. At the time of going to press we have 
welcomed Barry Berlyn and Simon Pinner to our ranks.

The Choir would consider other functions, subject to 
availability, but our current aim is to increase our numbers. 
Should any male member of the Community, wish to join 
the Choir, they should contact me, Frank Morris through the 
Synagogue office.

FRANK MORRIS

Please support your Shul – Gift Aid your donations
How does Gift Aid work?
Gift Aid is one of the easiest ways to make your donation tax effective. By supporting the Shul you are 
supporting reclaims of the basic rate tax from HM Revenue and Customs. There is no extra cost to you 
and the process is simple – all you have to do is make a Gift Aid declaration. The congregation benefits by 
obtaining the tax back from the Revenue which of course benefits the Congregation’s funds.
As the Congregation is a charity, the contributions you make will be tax deductable if you are a higher rate tax payer, and 
claimable by you from the Inland Revenue as a charitable gift.
Many of you have already completed gift aid declarations, for which we are very grateful. These are held in the office and, 
half yearly, we collect Gift Aid back from HMRC on the contributions made for offerings, donations, subscriptions, Yahrzeit 
donations etc.

What is a Gift Aid declaration?
It is simply a statement by an individual taxpayer that they want a charity to claim from HM Revenue & Customs the 
tax paid on their donation. This is the way to add 25% to the value of your gift to Bournrmouth Hebrew Congregation 
without it costing you a penny more!

Gift Aid – do I qualify?
You must pay an amount in Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover the amount Bournemouth Hebrew 
Congregation will reclaim in the tax year (from 6 April to 5April of the following year).

Please complete the form and return it to us!
Please complete the Gift Aid declaration enclosed in your Ruach and return it to the Shul office. It won’t matter if you 
think you may have completed a declaration form some years ago – we are happy to update our records and claim as far 
back as April 2000.
Thank you!
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I was privileged to attend  the 
Holocaust Memorial Day event at the 
BIC organised by the Bournemouth 

and Poole HMD Committee chaired by 
Lynda Ford-Horne. 

It was an outstanding event witnessed by hundreds of 
people. The mayors of Bournemouth and Christchurch 
were there, as was our local MP Tobias Ellwood. Many local 
councillors also attended.

Rabbi Jesner recited the prayer for the victims of the 
Holocaust in Hebrew, which was very meaningfully done.

The key note speaker was Bilha Weider, whose mother 
was a survivor of Auschwitz. Bilha’s speech was just 
outstanding; in places it was light hearted, in places 
emotional and touching and always thought provoking. 
At the end of her speech she received a richly deserved 
standing ovation. She then took questions from the floor. 
And if you thought her prepared speech was good, the way 
she handled the questions was even better. Just brilliant; 
Well done Bilha.

Our congratulations go to the organisers of this annual 
event. It is important that we support Holocaust education 
with donations of money and effort, so that the younger 
generation gets the message, and does not just consign it to 
another item in history.

MAHIR OzDAMAR

HOlOCAUST MEMORIAl DAy

ARTIST IN RESIDENCEARTIST IN RESIDENCEARTIST IN RESIDENCE

Local artist Di Roberts has recently started 
a new venture, having been appointed 
artist-in-residence at a prestigious venue. 

No, not the Hilton, the Cumberland or even the Normandie 
– it’s a community art project in a studio above a pub! The 
Attic at the Goat is upstairs at the Goat and Tricycle pub on 
West Hill Road, not far from the Triangle. It’s a light and airy 
studio, high-ceilinged, with plenty of room for easel-users and 
table artists alike, attracting everyone from total beginners to 
semi-pro’s. Every Monday and Thursday afternoon is social 
time with inspiration, ideas and projects aplenty. Di runs 

monthly workshops and is available for 1:1 tuition, demos 
and encouragement, as well as working at her easel. 

If you can’t make it to BJAS (Bournemouth Jewish Art 
Society) on Wednesday mornings at the Simcha Hall, pop 
into the Goat after noon any day for a look around and to 
find out more!

A corner of the Attic at the Goat studio, with 
one of the artists at work
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The horrific First World War ended, 
Women Got the Vote (not all, of 
course), The Ladies Guild was 

founded and, by the way, my maternal 
Grandparents arrived in Bournemouth.

The first meeting of the Bournemouth Hebrew Ladies 
Guild, to give it’s full title, took place on 17th July when 
Mrs. A. Wolfe was appointed Hon. President, Mrs. Baron 
- Treasurer and Mrs. Lorie - Secretary. It was decided 
that there would be a committee of 13 with the cost of 
membership of sixpence a week (2½p). The first  General 
Meeting was held on 28th July 1918 when a further 13 
ladies were enrolled including, I presume, 
 my grandmother.

The main aim of the Guild was to visit the sick and 
needy and raise funds for those in financial need. There 
was no welfare state at that time and much poverty in 
the community. From the Guild’s meagre funds, grants of 
between 3/6 and 7/6 per week were made to those in  
need with special grants for clothes, furniture and  
bedding of £2-£5.

On reading through old minutes, I learned that in 1926 £1 
had been given to a girl in a home for unmarried mothers 
in Charminster to help with clothes for her baby.  That 
home, by the way, was still open in the 1950’s!

The Guild carried out its important work through the 
twenties and thirties and by 1933 actually made its first 
investment of £100.

Between the wars much welfare work was carried 
out and a club was formed enabling refugees from Nazi 
Germany in domestic service to meet together every week.   

By early 1943 Bournemouth’s hotels were requisitioned 
by the Government and many servicemen were billeted 
here. The Ladies Guild arranged hospitality for the Jewish 
servicemen and provided a Friday evening meal following 
the service in Shul. This became the Jewish Services Club.

In 1945 Miss Matilda Frees became President and 
appointed Life President nine years later.   

In 1945 the Ladies Guild decorated the first peacetime 
Succah. Mrs. Indech, the Rebbetzin, started a knitting 
group which between 1951 and 1956 sent over 2000 
children’s garments to Israel.

In 1955 Mrs Gertrude Preston who had served the Guild 
for 27 years died and when her husband died in 1957, left 
a bequest to the Guild of £5,985 out of which £3,000 was 
donated towards the BHC Building Fund for the naming of 
today’s Gertrude Preston Hall.
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1918 – wHAT A yEAR1918 – wHAT A yEAR1918 – wHAT A yEAR

BOURNEMOUTH HEBREw lADIES’ GUIlD
100 Years Anniversary

Women were not allowed to be members of BHC in their 
own right and another ‘duty’ of the Guild was to prepare 
and serve tea to the men at their Annual General Meeting 
which was held in what was then the Shul Hall, now, of 
course, the Gertrude Preston Hall, prior to the building of 
the Menorah Suite. 

It was a great honour to make the tea and Freda Saipe 
and I, as Secretary were the tea makers. There was a hatch 
from the old kitchen to the hall which the men kept shut, 
but Freda opened, and, of course, we heard every word. A 
great honour indeed!  

In 1975 women finally could be members in their own 
right, allowed the vote and be elected to the Board of 
Management. In our hundredth year we have our first 
Vice-President of BHC - Josie Lipsith. The continuing work 
of visiting the sick and needy continued under such names 
of wonderful women - Freda Saipe, Ray Linda, Hilda 
Marks, Sara Citron, Jean Lurie, Evelyn Grant and of course 
our dear Thelma Cowan and many many more.

Over the years, hundreds of kiddushim have been 
prepared for all kinds of celebrations. The Guild made a 
wedding for a family who could not afford the celebration, 
which was later repaid. All welfare work is carried out 
anonymously and only the Treasurer and Chairman know 
the names. In the past we have paid electricity bills, coal 
bills and provided food tokens at the butcher shops when 
needed. This continues to this day.

The Guild has since its inception in 1918 has been 
fortunate in receiving many legacies and generous 
donations which have been wisely invested by my 
predecessors and current trustees. The Ladies of the Guild 
have, through various functions raised thousands more.

When asked in 2010 ‘What do you do with your money’ 
this was my reply. I will not go into full details, as these 
have been shown on every balance sheet, but just to give a 
rough idea of what we do with our money, here goes:-
Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation (the Shul) £65,000

Jewish Day School £3,000

Hannah Levy House £42,000

Various Hospital Appeals £29,000

Local Jewish Welfare £15,000

Local Jewish & Non Jewish Homes & Charities

Yomtov and Christmas Appeals £4,350

And many other donations too numerous to list here
It is even more since then!
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1918 – wHAT A yEAR
If I have omitted any names or anything that should 
have been included please forgive me.

In 1958, three weeks after my marriage, I was visited 
by Freda Saipe and Bella Sanis and made a member of 
the Ladies Guild and WIZO. Although at the time I was 
terrified of these two amazing women, it is a decision I 
have never regretted.

The Bournemouth Hebrew Ladies Guild 
celebrates its Centenary this year and we 
are celebrating with a special dinner on 
Sunday 5th August.

I hope to see you there.
RHONA TAYLOR

Life President

This is just a sample of what we do with our money and 
through careful management and planning we still have 
some left to carry on with the charitable work as set out in 
the Constitution which states:-

THE OBJECTS OF THE GUILD:
1.  To relieve hardship among persons of the 

Jewish faith In Bournemouth & District. 
2.  To visit Jewish patients in their private 

homes, in hospitals and in nursing and 
residential homes.

 3.  To aid such other Charitable causes as the 
Committee may from time to time decide.

4.  To give support to the Bournemouth 
Hebrew Congregation.

I am sure you will agree that our money is well spent.
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Also at:

Your eye Site Opticians, 304, Lymington Road, 
Highcliffe BH23 5eT or call us on 01425 272991

63, Southborne Grove, BH6 3QU 
or call us on 01202 424491

n  Where will you be sure to be seen by the same optician every time, 
who cares about offering you a service, and who won’t be happy 
until you are completely happy?

n  That will be BOURneMOUTH ViSiOn CenTRe, where Mr Bernie 
Dexter has been looking after the eyes of the Southbourne 
community for the past 30 years.

n Our receptionists are chosen for their warmth and empathy.

n They are trained to help you to choose just the right frame for you.

n  Mr Dexter has over 40 years of experience as an optometrist, and 
through extensive ongoing training is up to date with all the 
advancements in modern eye care.

n We operate a price match policy.

n The health of your eyes is our concern



✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩

Following the reading of the 
Megillah by Rabbi Jesner, around 
seventy people headed to the 

Menorah Suite where they enjoyed a fun 
evening of supper and entertainment 
put on by Angela Sklan, Valerie Millin 
and their team . 
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PURIM AT BHCPURIM AT BHCPURIM AT BHC

The next morning a festive breakfast followed the  
Megilllah reading at the Shacharit service 

Rabbi Jesner then went on to recite his fourth 
Megillah reading which took place at noon in Shul for 
Ladies, having in between gone to read the Megillah at 
Hannah Levy House for the residents. 
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Since 1980 servicing your car professionally with care

Service – Repairs –Tyres
MOT free with Standard Service

473 – 475 Christchurch Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth BH1 4AD
Tel: 01202 303788

“You’ll come to us last…and you’ll wish you came to us first
www.BournemouthGarage.com

Free Collection & delivery 
Courtesy car available  

established customers are 
welcome at any time to visit 
our workshop for an instant 
check on Lights, Tyres and 
engine fluids

The Good Garage

Join us for...
Dinner
Wednesday 18th April at 19.30
Menorah suite
3 course meal with wine & soft drinks
Waitress service
Members £18; non-members £20; Children under 12 - £12
Please book in the shul office no later than Friday 6 April

Hot breAkfAst
Thursday 19th April
Straight after Shacarit
No charge, All welcome!

Afternoon teA
Thursday 19th April at 16.00
Menorah Suite
No charge. All welcome!

bourneMoutH HebreW CongregAtion
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The New York State Liberty Medal 
and Proclamation, the highest 
honour the New York State Senate 

can give a civilian has been awarded to 
school student, Oliver Rein. It is given 
to someone who has “merited special 
commendation for exceptional heroic  
or humanitarian acts on behalf of their 
fellow New Yorkers”.

Then aged sixteen, Oliver, who has undertaken weekly 
training for two years as a junior firefighter, prised open 
the crushed door then extricated the injured driver and 
his  passenger from their smoking vehicle, which had 
crashed at speed into a tree late one night.

With the help of a friend he moved the occupants 
away from their car, using first aid skills he had learned 
with the Fire Company, and stayed with them until the 
emergency services arrived. 

A HINENI MOMENT

Through his choice, the medal was presented at the 
Fire Station of the Great Neck (NY) Alert Volunteer Fire 
Company, where he trains, by Senator Elaine Philips. 
Senator Philips praised him as “a true hero, showing 
courage, bravery and selflessness.”

CORINNE REIN

Senator Elaine Philips hands Oliver Rein the New York 
Liberty Medal and Proclaimation

TEKES
Passing out Parade for Israeli pilots December 2017

allocated block seating with tight security.

The ceremony started on time! There were very 
impressive speeches from Mr Netanyahu, Mr.Lieberman 
and other high ranking military personnel, interspersed 
with overhead flying displays, which were quite 
breathtaking.

Then each new pilot came forward and received his (or 
her) wings to tremendous applause from the crowd. It was 
all carried out with military precision, to a strict time table.  

At the end as the new recruits threw their caps in the air 
there was an impressive display of planes followed by  
the Hatikvah.

All to soon it was over. The crowd of several thousand 
slowly wended their way back to their coaches, and 
cars and a slow exit was made. We left with a feeling of 
tremendous pride in the achievements of these young 
people and to see in person the achievements of the State 
of Israel.

Sadly the parade takes on a role of grim reality, with the 
news of Iran continuing its war with Israel and two brave 
pilots bailed out of an F16 fighter plane. I wondered if they 
were in the passing out parade, smiling, proud, shaking 
hands with the military high ups? Our thoughts and 
prayers are with them.

ANNA WISEMAN 

On a sunny day in December, 
Simon and I joined other members 
of the fund raising group Yahad, 

who help provide recreational facilities 
for military personnel at bases across the 
Israel, on a coach tour to a passing out 
parade for pilots.  

This is an annual event, and is usually limited to friends 
and families of new recruits, but we were lucky through 
the enthusiastic efforts of the Yahad committee to obtain a 
group invitation. The parade was to mark the graduation of 
35 pilots (one lady!)

The flying course is very intensive and only 
approximately one in nine graduate.

The journey took us to the base just outside Beersheva.  
On arrival we walked round an outdoor exhibition of planes 
and  the small museum.

The actual passing out parade took place in an 
amphitheatre. The atmosphere was electric, such 
excitement!!! We were advised to bring cushions as the 
seating was on stony steps, which we all did. The families 
and friends of the pilots were seated all around us, the 
family and friends of the lady pilot bought pink yoga mats 
with matching caps!! It was very well organised. We were 
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Personal
KAYE – Evelyn and Arnold Kaye would like to thank 
everyone who has sent them cards and made lovely 
telephone calls to their new home in Bushey Heath. We 
have been overwhelmed by all the greetings we have 
received which are greatly appreciated.

BLOOM – Rosamunde & Neal would like to thank 
Rabbi Adrian & Rebbetzen Pamela Jesner, Rev Barry & 
Angela Sklan, Rabbi Yossi & Rebbetzen Chanie 
Alperowitz, Rabbi Bentzion & Rebbetzen Chanchi 
Alperowitz, together with the Executive, Trustees, 
Wardens, the Bournemouth Hebrew Ladies Guild & 

various organisations, the Shul Office staff, Shop at the 
Shul volunteers, members of B.H.C. Family & friends & 
the wider Bournemouth community, for the tremendous 
support given to us during Rosamunde’s stay in hospital 
& since being home. The visits, cards, gifts, plants & 
flowers, phone calls, e-mails, lifts to various hospitals & 
food were greatly appreciated. Thank you also to those 
individuals who continue to provide their support on an 
almost daily basis.
Wishing you all Chag Pesach Sameach
All our love, Rosamunde & Neal    

On 5th December 2017, thirty 
friends and family boarded a 
specially chartered coach together 

with Corinne and Annabel to take us all 
from Bournemouth to Southampton. 

Howard’s cousin Tony Yablon and Rosemary his wife, 
who had travelled from London specially for the occasion 
together with others from the community had made their 
own way to the Uni to attend this very special event.

It was a unique and memorable occasion in that it was the 
First Annual Howard Rein Memorial Lecture held at the 
Parkes Institute Southampton University. After a warming 
welcome beverage we were greeted by Professor Tony 
Kushner who saw us to our seats in the Lecture Hall. 

Tony Kushner is a Professor at the Parkes Institute for 
the Study of Jewish and non-Jewish Relations and History 
Department at the University of Southampton.  He was 
formerly the  historian for the Manchester Jewish Museum, 
when in 1986 he then moved to Southampton to be Director 
of the Parkes Institute, developing it to be one of the largest 
centres for Jewish studies in Europe.

It was Tony who was our dear Howard’s mentor, teacher 
and advisor on his recent achievement of a PhD. 

Tony spoke briefly about how the reason for this Lecture 
came about. He had the pleasure of teaching Howard for his 
earlier MA and the more recent PhD., and both he said were 
two of the more pleasurable experiences of his academic 
career. It wasn’t just the quality of Howard’s work that 
impressed him it was that it he was just a lovely man.

Professor Kushner then introduced Professor Paul 
Weindling, a Research Professor in the History of Medicine 
at Oxford Brookes University who gave the interesting 
Lecture on ‘Medicine Behind Barbed Wire’ - Interned 
Medical Refugees on the Isle of Man. This was followed by 
fascinating questions afterwards.

The Howard Rein Memorial Lecture  
Parkes Institute Southampton

The Parkes Institute, named after Dr Reverend James 
Parkes is the world’s oldest and most wide-ranging 
centre for the study of Jewish/non-Jewish relations 
across the ages.

The Institute carries out a wide range of activities, 
underpinned by the Parkes library and Jewish archive 
collections. Their work includes extensive teaching at 
undergraduate level, an internationally successful  
MA in Jewish History and Culture, and a thriving 
doctoral programme. 

They have strong research partnerships across the 
world, including particularly in South Africa, Australia, 
and the United States, and these have led to exchange 
visits as well as international conferences held in 
Southampton and with their partners abroad. 

The Parkes Institute’s publications include three 
international journals: Patterns of Prejudice, Jewish 
Culture and History, and Holocaust Studies.

Every gift made to the Parkes Institute helps them to 
develop their education and research in Jewish Studies 
at the University of Southampton, and to build the 
Parkes Library and Archive collections.  Should you 
wish to become a friend of the Institute please write to:

Office of Development and Alumni Relations, 
University of Southampton Highfield, Southampton 
SO17 1BJ. Phone 023 8059 7727. Or email: supportus@
southampton.ac.uk

CHRIS WOODWARD

There was a real ‘buzz’ not only on the coach but also in 
the packed Lecture Hall and we were all thrilled to have 
made the journey and I for one felt it a real honour to have 
been included.

CHRIS WOODWARD
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The Jewish Cemetery in Lucena

Most of you will have heard of the 
Barber of Seville, but who is the 
Barber of Lucena? Read on and 

you’ll find out.
Last November we went to Southern Spain as part of a Jewish 

Renaissance Tour organised by Marcel Manson from West End 
Travel. This was the first time we had been on an organised 
tour and at the end of it, we were pleased that we had not 
attempted to do it on our own. This way we were able to see 
places and meet people we would not have been able to if we 
had arranged our own itinerary. We were part of a small group 
of 14 people, mostly Jewish, who got on very well. We had local 
guides wherever we went as well as having access to Marcel’s 
extensive experience.

The tour started with two days in Seville, a beautiful city, 
the 4th largest in Spain, located on the famous River of 
Guadalquivir, to which the city owes its prosperity. Despite 
being 80km from the Atlantic Ocean, Seville developed as 
a city of maritime commerce, thanks to the river. Seville is a 
lovely city to visit; it has a vibrant old city, and you cannot 
walk two paces without seeing an orange tree with fragrant 
Seville oranges hanging from it. The city has limited Jewish 
interest because its Jewish past was erased long ago. These 
days the locals are making a concerted effort to discover and 
promote their Jewish past, as are many other towns and cities 
in southern Spain. A good example we saw was a Jewish 
cemetery, discovered whilst building an underground car 
park a short distance from the wonderful Alcazar Palace and 
Gardens; they still went ahead and completed the car park, but 

preserved one grave 
behind glass in one 
corner of the car park. 
These days the sites 
of Jewish interest are 
identified with a brass 
plaque written in 
Hebrew which reads 
‘Sefarad’, marking the 
‘Jewish Route of Spain’. 

 Little remains of 
Seville’s Juderia (Jewish 
Quarter), which was 
located just outside the 
Alcazar Palace walls. In 
the 12th-15th centuries 

the Jews were considered to be the property of the king; they 
paid high taxes to him in return for his protection.

Although Seville’s Jewish heritage has long disappeared, it 
has many sites of interest including the Plaza de Espana built 
for the 1929 Expo, the Cathedral, the Alcazar Palace and others. 
In the side streets near the Cathedral there are lots of small 
venues that put on flamenco shows in the evenings, which are 
definitely worth a visit.

On Day 3 we headed North-East to Cordoba, a drive of some 
2 hours from Seville. Cordoba is famous as a centre of the 

JEwISH SPAIN
The Barber of Lucena

Golden Age in Spain, when Muslims, Christians and Jews lived, 
studied and thrived together. It is the birth place of several 
well-known Jewish scholars, including Moses Maimonides. We 
stayed in a beautiful hotel in Maimonides Square, just adjacent 
to the old city walls. A few yards from our hotel we found the 
famous statue of Maimonides, and a few yards further on, the 
remains of an old synagogue dating from the early 15th century, 
which has been partly restored and is open to the public.  
Across the street from the synagogue there is a Jewish museum 
called ‘House of Sefarad’, which unfortunately was closed  
for renovation.

The old city of Cordoba, a World Heritage site, is well worth 
a walking tour. The centre of Cordoba is dominated by the 
magnificent complex called Mezquita, which was built as a 
mosque in the 10th Century, and converted to a cathedral in 
the 13th Century after the Muslims were driven out of the area. 
It is considered to be one of the most outstanding examples of 
Moorish architecture.

On Day 4 we headed South-East towards Granada, stopping 
on the way in a little known town called Lucena. In the 11th 
Century it was known as Elisena (a shortened form of the 
Hebrew name Eli Ossana meaning ‘G-d Save Us’). In those  
days Lucena was mostly populated by Jews and had a small 
Muslim suburb. 

The inhabitants of Lucena grew rich and influential through 
trade and produced notable Jewish scholars. Fast forward 
to the 21st century, today Lucena is a sleepy town of some 
40,000 people trying to find out more about its Jewish past. In 
2006 during the construction of Lucena’s southern ring road, 
a Jewish Cemetery was discovered. The remains pointed to a 
late medieval period between the years 1000 and 1050 CE, the 
heyday of the Jewish presence in Lucena. One of the oldest 
gravestones uncovered at the cemetery features Hebrew 
lettering and is dated to somewhere between the eighth and 
ninth centuries CE. The cemetery has more than 300 graves and 
can be visited by prior appointment. 

It was fascinating to learn from our local guide that in her 
home, as well as those of her grandmother and other friends, 
they keep a special and separate saucepan in their kitchen 
which is used only for heating milk; they do not know why, but 
continue to keep and pass on this tradition.

Marker for place of 
Jewish interest
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Inside the Synagogue in Lorca

After we toured this very interesting cemetery, we went 
downtown to visit the barber of Lucena. This gentleman, who 
is not Jewish, has taken a keen interest in Judaism, has visited 
Israel and stocks kosher wine and other Judaica for sale in his 
barber’s shop. 15 of us crammed into his little shop and shook 
hands with him before proceeding to sing Israeli songs such as 
‘David Melech Israel’, songs he knew very well. 

It was quite surreal standing in the middle of a barber shop in 
Southern Spain, singing Jewish songs. After purchasing some 
kosher wine, we said our good-byes to carry on with the rest of 
our tour. It was interesting to see that many of the streets in the 
centre of town carried Jewish names written both in Latin and 
Hebrew letters.

By the time we arrived in Granada it was getting dark. We 
checked into our hotel which was located on the edge of the 
Realejo (the former Jewish Quarter). Day 5, which happened 
to be Friday, started with a visit to the famous Alhambra 
Palace and the Generalife Gardens, a World Heritage site, 
built and added to between the 13th and 16th centuries. The 
Palace was built on high ground so that the Muslim rulers 
could defend themselves against their Christian enemies. We 
meandered through buildings and courtyards surrounded by 
covered walkways, every surface decorated with ornate carved 
white plasterwork and colourful ceramic tiles, and through 
beautifully landscaped gardens, trying to imagine all the 
liaisons and intrigue that must have taken place there over the 
centuries. As an architect, I was particularly interested by the 
use of water; from the Moorish still, calming, reflective shallow 
pools in the courtyards, to the Christian use of running water 
and fountains in the gardens, both of which were designed to 
have a cooling effect in the summer heat.  

Granada was once an important city of Jewish presence and 
learning; today there are very few Jews living there. However, 
like some other Spanish cities, they have been quick to cash in 
on their Jewish past. In the afternoon we visited the Palacio de 
los Olvidados (The Palace of the Forgotten) which is a privately 
owned museum showcasing the horrors of the Inquisition, 
complete with a wide variety of torture implements, leaving 
very little to one’s imagination.

Just before Shabbat came in, we went to visit the home of 
Gabriel and Batsheva Chevalier, who have turned their home 
into a Jewish Museum and learning resource for schoolchildren. 
They are trying to live an observant Jewish life with virtually no 
support network; their kosher food comes from Malaga 200 km 
away. This interesting couple welcomed us into their home and 
together we welcomed Shabbat. 

Outside Batsheva’s House 
in Granada

The Barber of Lucena

On Day 7 we went to a 
delightful little town called 
Ubeda, where recently they 
discovered the ‘Sinagoga 
del Agua’, an old 
synagogue and mikveh 
whilst carrying out some 
building work in the town 
centre. Another privately 
owned project, this 
synagogue is now open to 
visitors and survives on 
the donations of mainly 
Jewish tourists.

Our last day was spent 
in the town of Lorca in 
the Province of Murcia. 
In 2011, while a new 
hotel was being built 
inside the castle walls 
on top of the hill, a big 
earthquake hit the city. This revealed what was 
identified to be an old Jewish quarter complete with an abattoir, 
a glass blowing works, and a large synagogue by the castle 
gates. It was very interesting visiting the synagogue, which 
could comfortably seat 60 men downstairs and had a women’s 
gallery upstairs; the archaeologists have very cleverly enclosed 
the existing restored walls with timber upper walls and roof 
to recreate the original space, whilst at the same time showing 
a clear demarcation between old and new. More excavation is 
taking place, all around and under a brand new 5* Paradores 
Hotel with very few guests! Spain must be the only country 
we have visited where the government encourages and funds 
the building of hotels within the curtilage of historic sites 
(there is also a Paradores Hotel in a converted historic building 
within the Alhambra Palace walls). The Lorca Paradores Hotel 
hosts an annual Sephardic music festival and other events 
designed to encourage 
Jewish tourism. Our 
group was treated to a 
five course ‘Sephardi 
style’ vegetarian lunch, 
especially catered by the 
hotel, which felt like a 
simcha banquet!   

Lorca was our last 
stop before catching 
our flight back home. 
It was very interesting 
to see the tremendous 
amount of effort being 
put into unearthing 
the Jewish heritage of 
Spain and preserving it 
for future generations, 
no doubt with one eye 
on maximising the 
potential for Jewish 
tourism.
ANNE & MAHIR 

OzDAMAR
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I was most interested to read Ivor Weintroub’s 

account of his visit to Sienna in the 

Chanukah edition of Ruach.

During World War Two my brother  in law 

Monty,(brother of my late husband Ben) was 

serving as an Intelligence Officer with the 

British Eighth Army. He was multi lingual 

and saw service in Crete, North Africa, Cairo, 

Sicily and the Italian mainland.

Monty Radley was an Orthodox Jew and as a 

result was appointed Liaison Officer between the 

Sienna Jewish Community and British High Command. This included obtaining kosher wine 

and matzos in advance of Pesach 1945.

After the privations and terrors of the Nazi occupation this provided much welcome assistance 

for the Sienna Jewish community. Thus began a lifelong relationship between the community 

and Monty. Over the years he frequently visited them and was accorded an honourable status.

CORRESPONDENCE
From Fay Radley

My first  9 years in Israel by Ruth Corre (Nee Waldman)

Its hard to believe that 9 years ago, me, Addam and 8 month old baby Jacob packed up our lives 

in England and returned to the home of our ancestors. 

Almost a decade on, I can truly say that it was one of the best decisions we made and I 

couldn’t imagine bringing my family up anywhere else.

This place is unique, it’s richer in history than any country in the world, it’s beautiful, it’s 

crazy, it’s exasperating and so much more.

9 things I have learned in the past 9 years. 
1. There are no such things as seasons.

2. Israelis favour birthday balloons over birthday cards. 

3. English is NOT the hardest language to learn. 

4. There is no such thing as bus queues.

5.  If you have an accident, you can be x-rayed, stitched up, have a lesson on crutches and be 

back home again in the space of an hour and a half from time of accident. 

6. Teachers love our kids almost as much as their own children 

7. I will never be fully Israeli (but no longer feel fully British)

9. Israelis love short notice.

9. Never believe what you read in the news.
Here’s to the next 9 adventurous years!!

A DAUGHTER’S BRIEF lETTER FROM ISRAEl 
Sent by Geoff Waldman
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Our own Team at BHC are always 
looking for new members to join us. It 
does not have to be Shabbat and Yom 
Tovim we also need to provide cover 
for functions, meetings, etc. If you are 

interested why not call me for an 
informal chat on how you can assist. 
Wishing you an enjoyable and safe Pesach
MELVIN MILLIN
Head of BHC Security – 01202 914838

ExTRACT FROM EMAIl RECEIvED FROM CST
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I’m writing this in early March, so by 
the time it’s published, we will be 
back and with many stories to tell.  

In a couple of weeks’ time, a group of 21 mainly non-
Jewish councillors and other people active in Bournemouth 
life are going to Bournemouth’s twin city, Netanya, at 
the invitation of Netanya’s Mayor, Miriam Feirberg. The 
majority have not been to Israel before.  The trip is being 
organised by me and will be led by our own Mayor and 
Mayoress, Lawrence and Elaine Williams.  I would stress 
that every participant pays fully for themselves and there is 
absolutely no cost to the Council!

Bournemouth’s twinning with Netanya was started 21 
years ago by Michael Filer, and has been a real success 
story, with friendship links between all aspects of both 
cities’ life.  Over 100 people have joined our visits, there 
have been links with schools, day centres, the Bournemouth 
Symphony Chorus and both cities’ Young Solicitors.

We stay the whole week at the very welcoming King 
Solomon Hotel in Netanya.  We are met from our flight 
by the Netanya Municipality and on first day, they take 
us on an extensive tour of the city, not just the beach and 
cliff tops, but also visiting special centres caring for people 
and learning how they have managed to absorb, house 
and educate so many immigrants from so many different 
backgrounds over the past 10 years.  

CIvIC TRIP TO ISRAEl
Whilst there, 

we have our 
own guide and 
coach to take 
us on three 
long day trips 
- to The Galilee 
and Nazareth; 
to Jerusalem; 
and to the 
Dead Sea 
and Massada.  Our 
guide, Gal Abdu, is experienced at taking political groups 
around Israel and, as well as visiting all the wonderful 
religious and archaeological sites, will explain the security 
situation, and answer all the difficult questions that are 
bound to arise.  

As you will see from the packed itinerary, every day is 
different and we aim to see as much of Israel as possible 
during our 8-day visit.  

Most of our participants return back absolutely enthralled 
at the variety of wonders that they have seen and 
experienced and with a much better understanding of the 
actual situation than they would get from the British media 
or the BBC!

COUNCILLOR ANNE FILER





Our Annual General Meeting 
was held on Wednesday 14th 
February in the Menorah Suite. 

Chairman, Thelma Cowan, extended a 
warm welcome to all present.  

Thelma commenced by saying what a privilege it had 
been to serve as Chairman during the past year and 
reported on a successful year for the Guild.

Numerous kiddushim, Shabbat lunches and functions 
with guest speakers were held, and funds given to welfare 
and various charities,as well as catering the Purim Seudah, 
the Tikkun Leil for Shavuot and the meal in the Succah. 
In between, the Guild has helped out the Community, 
providing teas after stone-settings and the Guild is very 
much involved with Meet ‘n Munch, which has continued 
to be a successful fortnightly event attracting people of all 
ages and all strands of the Community.

Thelma expressed her deep appreciation to her Vice-
Chairman, Evelyn Grant, Treasurer and Membership 
Officer, Katarina Webb and Secretary, Audrey Kneller, 
as well as to the whole Committee for their dedication 
and hard work throughout the year. She gave special 
thanks to the Guild Committee and other members of 
our community who arrive early on a Shabbat morning 
regardless of the weather to prepare kiddushim, and the 
Kiddush Rota is in the capable hands of Bobbie Winograd. 
Thelma appealed for more ladies to join the Guild, whose 
function is not only to prepare kiddushim and cater 
functions, but is also a welfare organisation, visiting and 
helping people who are in hospital, care homes or live on 
their own and are housebound.  

Grateful thanks were given to the President of BHC, 
Brian Lassman, for all his help, Gilian Walker, the office 
administrator for her co-operation, Reverend Barry Sklan 
for his assistance from time to time, caretakers Pat and Bob 
Nixon for all their help and finally, on behalf of everyone, 
the Chevra Kadisha ladies for their vital work.  

In this the Guild’s centenary year, Thelma concluded 
her report by saying that it was her hope that the 
Congregation will continue to thrive and share many 
more simchas together, and be blessed with good health 
and peace.

The Treasurer, Katarina Webb, presented the Financial 
Accounts for the year ended 30 September 2016 and 
replied to questions from the floor.  

The appointment of Filer Knapper as auditors was 
confirmed for the ensuing year.

At this point, Rhona Taylor, as Life President, had the 
pleasure of nominating Thelma as Chairman for the 
coming year.  It had been a most difficult year for Thelma, 
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and she had even organized a Committee Meeting whilst 
she was recuperating in Hannah Levy House!  

We all wished her well, and hoped that she gets better 
and better. The resolution to elect Thelma as Chairman 
was passed unanimously. 

Evelyn Grant stood down after many years as Vice-
Chairman, during which time she has been a great 
support to the Chairman. She will remain Senior Trustee. 
At the Kiddush held on Shabbat 20th January to honour 
the Ladies’ Guild, Rhona Taylor, on behalf of the Ladies’ 
Guild, presented Evelyn with a Leaf for the Simcha Tree as 
a thank you for her many years of dedicated service. 

Lorraine Stein was nominated as Evelyn’s successor, 
which appointment was passed unanimously. 
The Executive and Committee members for 2018/2019 
were elected en bloc as follows:
Life President:  Rhona Taylor

Trustees:  Evelyn Grant, Thelma Cowan 
and Katarina Webb

Chairman Thelma Cowan

Vice-Chairman  Lorraine Stein

Treasurer &  
Membership Secretary Katarina Webb

Correspondence &  
Minutes Secretary: Audrey Kneller

Honorary Committee  
Member: Pamela Jesner

Committee:  Evelyn Grant, Jayne Baker, Judy 
Lassman, Ros Nairn, Audrey 
Samuels, Lorraine Stein, Hilary 
Waldman, June Whitesman and 
Bobbie Winograd

Thelma then introduced the guest speaker, our very own 
Celia Dworkin, who gave a most interesting talk entitled 
“Before Bournemouth”. She had many amusing anecdotes 
to tell about the time when as a young wife and mother, 
she lived in the Far East with her professor husband, 
Gerald, followed by their life in Australia in the 1960s 
bringing up their young children, when conditions were 
basic compared to those of today. 

Celia is a very modest person, but she has, in fact, been 
very active in the Bournemouth Community, doing work 
in schools for the mentally challenged, helping with Meals 
on Wheels and working in the Shul Shop. She is also very 
accomplished, having many strings to her bow, including 
being an artist, a linguist and an avid reader. 

Rhona Taylor gave the vote of thanks and presented 
Celia with a small gift.

The formalities were followed by a delicious 
Ploughman’s Lunch.

AUDREY KNELLER

Annual General Meeting – 2018
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Wessex 
Jewish Golf 

Society
Are you a Skillful Golfer?

•
Are you an Enthusiastic Golfer?

•
Are you a Social Golfer?

If you are any of the above we of the
WJGS would love to hear from you

Please call Jeffrey Cohen

Tel: 01202 701117

Israeli 
Dancing
Since 2001, a dedicated group of dancers have 
been meeting every week to enjoy beautiful 
israeli music, exercise and socialise.  now, due 
to popular demand, we have now started an 
israeli dancing session for absolute beginners.  
There is no age limit, and no fun limit.  it’s only 
for half an hour so why not come along on 
Tuesday nights at 7.00 in the Menorah Suite.  
See the shul notices for any changes of time 
or venue. 
 
MARILYN DExTER

Bournemouth Hebrew 
Congregation Synagogue

is available for all 
your simchas.

Hear the Choir every 
Shabbat Mevarachim 

in Shul
For more information contact the Shul Office

MEET ‘N MUNCH 
at the MenORAH

Programme of events commencing 24th April until 19 June

10.45 am Tea - 12.30 pm Lunch - 1.30 pm 
entertainment - £6.50 inclusive

Tuesday 24 April:  Lunch followed by a talk given by isa 
Brysh entitled “A Childhood in Many 
Lands”.

Tuesday 1 May:  Lunch followed by a talk given by 
Max Lopez dias about The Adon 
Olam.

Tuesday 15 May:  Lunch followed by return appearance 
of Uni-Sing

Tuesday 5 June:  Lunch followed by Alan 
Kneller presenting the music of the 
Big Bands including Count Basie  
and Duke Ellington.

Tuesday 19 June:  Lunch followed by the ever popular 
Mike Sidaway

For further information on our meetings, please contact 
Katarina or Brian Webb on 01202 520671.

TRAnSPORT iS AVAiLABLe FOR PeOPLe UnABLe TO GeT 
TO MeeT ’n MUnCH And in need OF ASSiSTAnCe.

Please contact Bobbie or derek Winograd on 01202 610114.
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Record Collection
After 25 years, Uncle 
Bernie’s Children’s 
Service is STILL my 
number ONE!

Shabbatot and Chagim
 
C U there!

With Ori (Dora) Glaser
Learn Hebrew in a pleasant, 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere. 
Studying can be easy and 
enjoyable. Continuing Beginners 
11:10 – 12.40
The class is suitable for people who have some 
knowledge of Hebrew print and script letters, and 
can say a few basic sentences in Modern Hebrew. 
The course will help you to participate in simple 
transactions and conversations on everyday topics. 
You will be able to ‘get by’ in everyday situations, 
like travelling, asking directions, shopping, ordering 
meals, talking about yourself, your family and your 
interests at a basic level.

There is a fee payable.
For more details telephone Ori on 023 8061 5652
or email her on ori@glasers.org

Modern Hebrew 
Classes Monday in 

the Classrooms
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Diary
MARCH 
Shabbat 23rd/24th  Shabbat Hagadol. Tzav. Kiddush to 

celebrate Evelyn and Michael Grant’s 
Golden Wedding Anniversary.

Thursday 29th Search for Chametz not before 8.25pm.
Friday 30th   Fast of the Firstborn Commences 05.43am. 

Erev Pesach. Light candles at 7.17pm.
Shabbat 30th/31st   First day Pesach. Tal. Sephardi Minyan. 

Light candles for Second day after 8.28pm. 

APRIL 
Sunday 1st  Second day Pesach. Ends 8.30pm.
Thursday 5th  Erev YomTov. Light candles for 

Seventh day Pesach at 7.26pm.
Friday 6th  Seventh day Pesach. Light candles for 

Eighth day Pesach at 7.28pm.
Shabbat 6th/7th   Eighth day Pesach. Shir Hashirim. Yizkor. 

Festival ends at 8.41pm.
Thursday 12th  Yom Hashoah. 

(Holocaust Remembrance Day).
Shabbat 13th/14th  Shimini. Shabbat Mevorchim. Kiddush.
Sunday 15th  First day Rosh Chodesh Iyar. 

Mayor’s Charity Spring Tea Party.  
2.30pm – 4.30pm at Hannah Levy House, 
15, Poole Road Bournemouth BH2 5QR.

Monday 16th   Second day Rosh Chodesh Iyar.
Wednesday 18th  Yom Hazikaron. 

(Israel’s Fallen Soldiers Day).  
Wednesday evening: Dinner in the Menorah 
Suite, with guests of honour, in celebration 
of the 70th Anniversary of the creation of 
the State of Israel. Erev Yom Ha’atzma’ut.

Thursday 19th  Yom Ha’atzma’ut. 
(Israel Independence Day). Hot Breakfast 
after Shacharit. Further events in the 
afternoon, followed by Afternoon Tea at 
4.00pm.

Shabbat 20th/21st  Tazria- Metzorah. 
Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.

Sunday 22nd April  Stone Setting at Throop at 2.00pm. 
The late Max Cohen.

Shabbat 27th/28th  Acharei Mot- Kedoshim.  
Brett Dexter’s Aufruf.  
Kiddush in celebration of Brett Dexter’s 
Aufruf. Sephardi Minyan. 

Sunday 29th  Pesach Sheini.

MAY 
Thursday 3  Lag b’Omer. 

Wedding of Brett Dexter and Daliah Elias.
Shabbat 4th/5th  Emor. 

Coffee and Kichels Kiddush. 
Shabbat 11th/12th  Behar- Bechukotai. Shabbat Mevorchim.                               

Kiddush sponsored by Simon and zara  
Pinner, in celebration of the second Bar  
Mitzvah of Simon’s father, David Pinner. 

Sunday 13th  Yom Yerushalayim. (Jerusalem Day).
Tuesday 15th  Rosh Chodesh Sivan.
Shabbat 18th/19th  Bamidbar. Erev Shavuot.  

Light candles for First day Shavuot at 
9.59pm on Saturday night. 
Tikkun Leil.

Sunday 20th  First day Shavuot. Kiddush.  
Sephardi Minyan. 
Light candles for Second Day after 10.01pm.

Monday 21st   Second day Shavuot.  
Book of Ruth. 
Yizkor. Kiddush. 
Festival ends at 10.03pm.

Shabbat 25th/26th  Naso. 
Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.

JUNE 
Shabbat 1st/2nd  Beha’alotcha.  

Kiddush to celebrate Linda and Frank 
Taylor’s Diamond Wedding Anniversary and 
their birthdays. 

Shabbat 8th/9th  Shelach Lecha. 
Shabbat Mevorchim. Kiddush.

Wednesday 13th  1st day Rosh Chodesh Tammuz.
Thursday 14th   2nd day Rosh Chodesh Tammuz.
Shabbat 15th/16th  Korach. Kiddush. 

Visit by group from Singers Hill  
Synagogue, Birmingham.

Shabbat 22nd/23rd  Chukat.  
Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.

Shabbat 29th/30th  Balak. 
Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.

JULY 
Sunday 1st  Fast of Tammuz 

Fast commences at 3.19am. 
Fast ends at 10.20pm.

Shabbat 6th/7th  Pinchas. Shabbat Mevorchim. Kiddush.
Friday 13th  Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av.
Shabbat 13th/14th  Matot-Masei.  

Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.
Shabbat 20th/21st  Erev Tisha b’Av. Devarim.  

Shabbat Chazon. 
Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.

Sunday 22nd  Tish b’Av. 
Fast commences at 9.08pm. on Saturday 21st. 
Fast ends at 9.59pm. on Sunday 22nd.

Shabbat 27th/28th   Va’etchanan. Shabbat Nachamu. 
Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.

AUGUST 
Shabbat 3rd/4th   Ekev. Shabbat Mevorchim. Kiddush.
Shabbat 10th/11th  Shabbat 1st day Rosh Chodesh Elul. 

Re’eh. Coffee and Kichels Kiddush. 
Sunday 12th  2nd day Rosh Chodesh Elul.
Shabbat 17th/18th  Shofetim. Coffee and Kichels Kiddush 

sponsored by Martyn and Verity zeidman 
in memory of the late Linda Greenberg o”h.

Shabbat 24th/25th  Ki Tetzei. Kiddush to celebrate the 70th 
Wedding Anniversary of Sylvia and Gerald 
Sherwood.

Shabbat 31st/  Ki Tavo. Coffee and Kichels Kiddush.
Sep. 1st

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 2nd  First day Selichot. 

Stone Setting at Boscombe at 12noon.  
The late Michael Rivlin.  
Stone Setting at Throop at 2.45pm. 
The late Beatrice Sanis.

Shabbat 7th/8th  Nitzavim. 
Kiddush to celebrate Adrian Levey’s 75th 
birthday and the 55th Wedding Anniversary 
of Judy and Tony Curtis.

Sunday 9th   Erev Rosh Hashanah.


