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How often do we hear the phrase “Lest we forget”? It is remarkable that it was only a year ago we 
were thankful to be able again to celebrate Chanukah together, albeit wearing masks and socially 

distancing. The Chanukah before that, in 2020, Chanukah celebrations took place on Zoom.  
Have we forgotten or just allowed our memory of a difficult time to fade?

Sadly, once again we are witnessing appalling scenes of war, with citizens of Ukraine being the 
recipients of invasion, many fleeing from this dreadful conflict. Does the sight of so many women  
and children longing to be in their own homes in Ukraine but thankful to be given a safe place of 

refuge, bring again the horrendous suffering of the Jews under the Nazi regimes  
to the forefront of our minds?  

  November 10th was the anniversary of Kristallnacht which took place in1938. After that date many 
parents had to take the decision to do the unthinkable, to send their children away to safety.  From 
December 1938, until the outbreak of war in 1939, 10,000 children arrived into Harwich. A memorial 

statue was unveiled on the quayside there on September 1st this year.  
The children depicted there and their compatriots never saw their parents again. It is creditable that 

Harwich, as in Swanage locally, and other towns and cities in this country, has ensured that those 
terrible times are not forgotten.

On Chanukah we celebrate a miracle which took place in far more distant times, but the Jewish 
people have, over the millennia, not forgotten.

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy Chanukah. Enjoy!

EDITORIAL

CORINNE REIN – Editor

Rosamunde Bloom and Marilyn Ward - Assistant Editors

Cover photo which shows the Memorial Statue on the quayside at Harwich is used with the permission of  
The Harwich Kindertransport Memorial and Learning Trust kindly forwarded by AJR.
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The eight-day Jewish celebration of Chanukah 
commemorates the rededication during the second century 
B.C.E. of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, where according 
to legend Jews had risen up against their Greek Syrian 
oppressors in the Maccabean Revolt.

The Jewish religion was in danger of being wiped out, 
until a small band of committed Jews called the Maccabees 
after their war cry ‘Mi Kamocha Ba’elim Hashem,’ fought 
back and, despite all odds, drove the Greeks out of the land 
and restored the Temple.

This is a familiar story to all of us.
Though this year we feel that the story is just a little too 

familiar.
My family, probably like yours, closely follows the traditions 

of Chanukah, celebrated with a nightly menorah lighting, 
with the special prayers, raucous singing (completely out of 
tune -in my case) and enjoy fried foods, latkes, and jam-
filled donuts. Other Chanukah customs include playing 
dreidels and exchanging gifts. Our Chanukiah is displayed 
prominently in a window as a reminder to others of the 
miracle that inspired our deliverance, many generations 
later – thank G-d. 

I often reflect at Chanukah about our beautiful Chanukiah, 
it has an inscription dedicated to my Great Grandparents 
celebrating a special anniversary in December 1938. 

I ponder on the fact it was 1938, we all now know what 
happened shortly thereafter to the Jews in Europe. I wonder 
what hopes and fears that my Great Grandparents may have 
had at that time in celebrating the receiving of this beautiful 
gift? Did they know what would follow in 1939?

We too live in exceedingly difficult and uncertain times. 
All that we have become familiar, from the relative political 
and financial stability now seems questionable. Nations are 
troubled, leadership is not steadfast and extremism across 
the globe is gaining a footing. What seemed sensible before 
is now being challenged, sometimes with well-intentioned 
actions but with unforeseen consequences.

No-one this time last year thought that Putin would 
move as he has done so on Ukraine, a major world wide 
provider of grain. The devastation of parts of a country, 
the destruction of regions, cities, towns, villages, and the 
displacement of the populous is so reminiscent of not just 
events in the late 1930s -1940s but also biblical times in the 
early B.C.E. period and before.

History repeats itself. Perhaps it is just history to some until 
it hits you.

Let us pray that the light of Chanukah triumphs over the 
darkness; that the light of hope overcomes the darkness  
of hatred.

I referred, in the Rosh Hashanah Ruach edition to the 
Bournemouth Community Hebrew Congregation response 

CHAIR'S MESSAGE FOR CHANUKAH  
5783 - 2022

to the appeal to fund two busloads of 
Jewish Children to escape from Ukraine. 
You rose to that challenge, and you 
rose again to support the Kol Nidre 
Appeal where over £8,000 in total has 
been raised by you and now dispersed 
to BJSS [Bournemouth Jewish Social 
Services], Chai Cancer Care, and World 
Jewish Relief. This enables them and in particular for our 
local (hometown /region) charity despite local government 
withdrawal of support, to continue with their valued work 
to the less fortunate in our community.

I thank all of you who generously donated.
I thank all who perform and deliver magnificent actions 

to make us what we are, the strong vibrant Bournemouth 
Community Hebrew Congregation. 

The Food Bank Collection in the Summer, and the Mitzvah 
Day Campaign were also greatly supported, bringing relief 
though temporarily, to the beneficiaries. The needs of the 
Food Bank never stop, and I thank the dedication of those 
members who, when we have any excess from Kiddushim 
/ celebrations make it their duty to deliver that to the 
deserving causes and individuals. 

I cannot overlook the fact that another “battle” shall 
be playing out in a foreign land. Those who know me 
well, know of my passions, My Family, my religion, my 
photography, my love of music, and of sport – especially 
football, the Cherries, Spurs and England. Though Barbara 
may question me on the order of the passions. Did I 
mention Whisky!

Whichever team you are supporting I hope you have 
enjoyed the spectacle of the games, though no doubt we 
all challenge the wisdom of where it is being held.

By the time we light the first candle we shall know who 
has won the World Cup, the final being on 18th December.

So, will it be another year of hurt or is it coming home? 
Will I be wearing 3 Lions on my shirt with a second star?
On behalf of Barbara and myself, I wish Rabbi Jesner and 

Rebbetzen Pamela, the whole Board and every single one 
of you Happy Chanukah.

We also wish you a happy and healthy 2023/5783
May HaShem bless the members of this the Bournemouth 

Community Hebrew Congregation with health, happiness, 
and a peaceful year. 

May 2023/5783 be a year of peace in our community, in 
Israel and in the world for good.

"Together everything is possible. Let's do it"

Simon Lurie
Chair of BCHC
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A CHANUKAH MESSAGE
FROM RABBI ADRIAN JESNER  

As I write this message for 
Chanukah, I have just watched 
a short video of the march that 

took place on Sunday November 20th 
for AJEX Remembrance Day. 

There was a small contingent of ‘Maccabees’ from 
Bournemouth, who proudly marched in this annual 
ceremony holding high the Bournemouth AJEX 
flag, to commemorate the service given to King and 
country by Jewish ex-servicemen and women, who 
were prepared to pay the ultimate price to defend 
the freedom and values for which this country stands 
against Nazi Germany.

Travelling to London these days is no easy matter, 
and taking a day out of everyone’s busy schedule has 
to be commended in the highest possible manner. 

I would like to pay tribute and give special thanks 
to all of them for perpetuating the memory of those 
who have gone to their eternal rest and fulfilling 
the role of representatives of the Jewish community, 
who care not only about the present, but the past 
and the future.

I am reminded of the verse in Genesis (14:14) “And 
when Abraham heard that his brother was taken 
captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his 
own house, 318 men, and pursued them until Dan. 
And he restored all of the substance and also his 
brother Lot and the women and the people.

We see from this, just as the service men and 
women were prepared to sacrifice their lives, so also 
Abraham did not hesitate to save his nephew Lot 
in the Battle of Five Kings versus the Four Kings. His 
primary concern was ‘picuach nefesh’ (saving souls). 

In the story of Chanukah, we are told that when 
the Maccabees arose against the wicked King of 
Greece there were two reasons for the battle; firstly, 
to turn the Jewish people away from their Torah and 
secondly, to impregnate the people with a Greek 
culture, which was totally alien to Judaism. 

In the abundant mercy of the Almighty He stood 
by the Jewish people at the time of their distress. He 
delivered the strong into the hands of the weak, the 
many into the hands of the few, the impure into the 

hands of the pure and the wicked 
into the hands of the righteous. 

After the battle was over the Jewish people found 
a jar of oil in a ransacked Temple and the rest of the 
story we know; the oil burned for 8 days instead of 
one and this underpins the miracle of Chanukah. 

The original Menorah is first mentioned in Genesis 
(25:31) “And you shall make a candlestick of pure 
gold, of beaten work shall the candlestick be made; 
even its base and its flowers shall be of one piece”.

At Chanukah the ‘Al Ha’Nisim’ prayer finishes with 
the lighting of the Menorah, it burning for 8 days, 
and then the following year, according to the Talmud, 
the Festival of Chanukah is set to “express thanks and 
prayers to the Almighty for his great Name”. 

This would appear to be two commandments; one 
to light the Menorah and one to give praise to the 
Almighty. Why therefore does the ‘Al Ha’Nisim’ prayer 
on Purim which begins “B’yamai Mordechai v’Esther”, 
finish with the hanging of Haman and his ten sons, 
yet there is no praise and no thanksgiving for the 
salvation of the Jewish people mentioned? 

If we look at the Menorah, we will find a hint. 
Where else do we find an object burning and lasting 
for a longer period of time than expected? In Exodus 
(3:2) the Bible tells us that G-d appears to Moses in 
a flame of fire in the midst of a bush and “the bush 
burned but was not devoured”. 

This fire in the burning bush was the message 
from G-d that the Jewish people would never be 
extinguished, and they would overcome and leave 
Egypt as free men. And when the oil burned for eight 
days in the Temple, that was G-d’s recommitment that 
nobody would consume the Jewish people, ever. 

As they marched at the time with the Maccabees, 
and as our present-day Maccabees marched on AJEX 
Remembrance Day, the commitment of the Jewish 
community remains steadfast, and the sanctification 
of G-d’s name remains eternal. 

 

Pamela and I join together to wish the whole 
congregation an illuminating and meaningful 
Chanukah.



I persuaded the Board of Deputies that there should 
be a South Coast seminar covering communities from 
Dorset to Kent, which was held in September and 
attended by representatives from the Board, together 
with South Coast Deputies, the Chairs of South Coast 
representative councils (including our own Keith Gould 
as Chair of Wessex Jewish Representative Council) and 
local councillors across the region. 

I was invited to sit on two panels, the first talking 
about Jewish life in Bournemouth, and the second, 
responding to questions from the audience about the 
region’s Jewish communities.

 In 2018, when I became the Deputy for 
Bournemouth Community Hebrew Congregation, I was 
elected to sit on the Finance and Organisation (F&O) 
Division of the Board. Since that time we have had 
three Treasurers, who, as well as being appointed as 
Honorary Treasurer of the Board, heads this Division.   
It’s rather like the changes we have experienced with 
our Prime Minister. 

All have their own area of expertise, so each change 
means the F&O focuses on different aspects. I continue 
to be the only woman on the F&O and have monthly 
Zoom meetings with 15 other appointed Deputies, as 
well as the Honorary Treasurer, the Finance Director 
and Administration Director, who are all male.

As well as promoting BCHC and Bournemouth, I am 
also involved in various sub groups, to which I have 
been appointed. I train new Deputies to make their 
maiden speech (similar to parliament) at the monthly 
plenaries, and “edit” their speech.  With three other 
Deputies, I am involved in Deputy Engagement, 
endeavouring to make being a Deputy a more positive 
experience. I have also been asked, together with five 
other Deputies, to become involved in constitutional 
reform to comply with the requirements of the  
Charity Commission.

I am the F&O’s representative on the Regional 
Council, which consists of eight Deputies enhancing 
the influence and involvement of the regional 
communities. This Council has enabled the Board to 
become less London centric. I also attend the Regional 
Assembly together with all regional Deputies.

I have tried to provide a flavour of the important 
work in which the Board is involved. And as your 
Deputy I am actively representing not only our 
community, raising the profile of Bournemouth and 
surrounding areas, but working on best practice for 
the Board and all Deputies at the Board of Deputies.

Marilyn Keen 
Deputy for Bournemouth Community Hebrew Congregation
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LIFE WITH THE BOARD OF DEPUTIES
As usual the Board of Deputies is pro-actively 
promoting Jewish life both in the UK and 
internationally. In order that BCHC members are up 
to date, I ensure you have the latest news from the 
Board through the distribution of the Community 
Briefing which is emailed to the community each 
week.

From this you will have ascertained that the 
President, Marie van der Zyl, has represented the 
Jewish community at Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s 
funeral, and attended, together with the Chief Rabbi, 
a reception hosted by King Charles III on his accession 
to the throne. 

Showing great respect towards our faith, King 
Charles brought forward the time of the reception, 
which was on a late Friday afternoon, so that both 
the Chief Rabbi and Marie van der Zyl were able to 
get home before Shabbat commenced.

Amongst its other work, the Board continues 
to actively defend the Jewish community against 
anti-semitism. It also promotes education about 
the Jewish faith through SACRE (Standing Advisory 
Council on Religious Education). One of the Board’s 
Vice Presidents, together with the Chief Rabbi and 
the CEO of the Board attended the Abu Dhabi Peace 
Forum. Marie van der Zyl was present at the Anti-
defamation Conference in New York.

The Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak, re-affirmed the 
Government’s commitment to the Abraham Accords 
“and all they represent” at a major diplomatic 
reception to honour the agreement between the 
UAE, Israel, Morocco and Bahrain. Rishi Sunak spoke 
at the event, which was organised by the Board 
of Deputies, in partnership with the UK Abraham 
Accords Group, and ELNET UK.  

The Board, together with the Jewish Leadership 
Council, has set up a Jewish community task force 
following the outbreak of the war in Ukraine.

A new interfaith initiative between the Church of 
England and the Board of Deputies has started. A 
network of leaders has been invited to share their 
knowledge of local interfaith work and best practice 
in order to shape stronger community relations 
between the Church and Jewish communities around 
the UK. The first meeting will focus largely on 
communities in the South.

Together with Lynda Ford-Horne, who is the SACRE 
Chairman for Bournemouth, I continue to hope that 
we can hold the Board of Deputies Jewish Living 
Experience Exhibition in 2023, but as yet, we have 
been unable to find a suitable BCP venue.

There is too much to put in a short article about all 
aspects regarding the work of the Board of Deputies, 
but I have tried to provide a brief overview.
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BOURNEMOUTH HEBREW GUILD
Special General Meeting 2022

A Special General Meeting was held in the Menorah 
Suite on Tuesday 8th November 2022. The meeting 
was chaired by Ivor Weintroub, a Senior Trustee of the 
Shul, who welcomed all present. The purpose of this 
meeting was principally to adopt proposals for changes 
to the Constitution, as follows:  
(1) to reflect the work of the Guild, including fund-
raising for various charities, Jewish & Non-Jewish, 
including the local hospital trust, there should be a 
change of name of the Guild.  
(2) To appoint, as specified in the Guild’s Constitution, 
a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, Treasurer, 
Secretary, three elected members not being members 
of the Executive and the wife of the Minister of BCHC.  
(3) The provision for a trustee to retire following 
their 80th birthday should be amended to the trustee 
serving for 10 years and then retire unless seeking  
re-appointment and re-election by the membership.  

In the event of the retiring trustee not seeking re-
election the appointment of a new trustee shall be by 
election of the members.
(4) The provision for no member being eligible for 
election as a trustee of the Guild unless that member 
shall have served on the Committee for 3 years should 
be amended to provide for that member being eligible 
for election as a trustee of the Guild after that member 
shall have served on the Committee for one year or as 
a member of the Executive. 

Before proceeding, Audrey Kneller requested 
everyone to observe one minute’s silence in memory 
of those members who had passed away during the 
past year. This was followed by tributes to our dear 
late Chair, Thelma Cowan BEM o”h, given by Hon Life 
President, Rhona Taylor and then by Ivor Weintroub.  
Rhona Taylor joined the Ladies’ Guild when she got 
married and served on the Committee for many years, 
latterly with Thelma.

She listed Thelma’s many achievements and work 
for the community and wider community, for which 
she was awarded the BEM in 2017. There were no 
words to say how much Thelma will be missed by this 
Community. Ivor gave a short biography of Thelma’s 
life, detailing all her many attributes, involvement in 
the community and her commitment to the Shul. 

After much discussion, it was decided unanimously 
that in future the Guild would be known as 
“Bournemouth Hebrew Guild” to take account of the 
changing times and to welcome men to the Guild. 

Adoption of the proposals to amend the Constitution 
was passed unanimously. 

The Treasurer, Katarina Webb, presented the 
Financial Accounts for the year ended 30 September 
2021 and replied to questions from the floor.  

The appointment of auditors was confirmed for the 
ensuing year.

No volunteers came forward for the roles of Chair 

and Vice-Chair, 
and therefore 
these positions 
were left open 
until the next 
committee 
meeting.  

Audrey 
Samuels was 
proposed 
as the third 
trustee to 
join Katarina 
Webb and 
Audrey 
Kneller, 
and three 
members put 
themselves forward for the Committee: Loraine Berlyn, 
Cyndy Miller and Marion Reichwald. All of these 
appointments were passed unanimously. 

The Executive and Committee members for 2022/2023 
were elected as follows

Hon Life Presidents:   
Rhona Taylor and Evelyn Grant

Trustees:   
Katarina Webb, Audrey Kneller and Audrey Samuels

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:   
Katarina Webb

Correspondence & Minutes Secretary:   
Audrey Kneller

Honorary Committee Member:   
Rebbetzin Pamela Jesner

Committee:   
Loraine Berlyn, Cyndy Miller and Marion Reichwald 

Following the meeting, a light lunch catered  
by Katarina Webb and her band of volunteers  
was served. 

PLEASE NOTE:
Since the above meeting was held, we are happy to 
announce and welcome our new chairman, Marion 
Reichwald. We are sure she will be a tremendous asset 
to the Guild in her new role.  

A Date for your Diary:
Sunday 12th March 2023 – Abba Tribute Dinner to 
be held in the Menorah Suite, to honour the life of 
Thelma Cowan o”h BEM. All profits to go to the Royal 
Bournemouth Hospital in her memory. Full details are 
shown on the flyer attached to this report.  

Rhona Taylor 
addresses the 
meeting
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RABBI’S REVENGE 
This story is remarkable and came out of the blue.  

On 16th November, at the suggestion of my sister, 
Yvonne Cheyney Saul, who lives in California, my 
brother-in-law, Simon Saul, forwarded an email he had 
received from a Judy Rose he was talking to on Friday 
evening November 11 (which is Veteran’s Day in the 
USA). Her email read as follows:

“Hi Simon, 

I wanted to share with you the photo of my 
dad, Milton Blumenfeld, taken in front of his 
plane in December 1944. He and his crew flew 
26 missions from southern England to bomb 
Germany. They all returned alive.

I enjoyed talking to you on Friday night. 

Hope to see you again soon.

Judy Rose”

The name Rabbi's Revenge can be clearly seen on the 
side of the plane. 

On receiving this, I enquired if she would give her 
permission to use her email and photo of her father 
for an article to be published in our Shul magazine, she 
replied that she would be honoured.  

In another email, Judy said “what makes the plane’s 
name even more touching for me is that my dad was 

the only Jew in the crew.”

She then followed this up by doing some research 
and found that his bombardment group was 
stationed at Rattlesden AFB near Bury St. Edmunds 
in Suffolk. On checking his service record, she saw 
that she was wrong about the number of missions his 
plane flew. It was 31, not 26 and she couldn’t get over 
how young they all were. 

We owe our lives to all these brave flyers.  

Audrey Kneller

Please support your Shul – Gift Aid your donations
How does Gift Aid work?
Gift Aid is one of the easiest ways to make your donation tax effective. By supporting the Shul you are 
supporting reclaims of the basic rate tax from HM Revenue and Customs. There is no extra cost to you 
and the process is simple – all you have to do is make a Gift Aid declaration. The congregation benefits by 
obtaining the tax back from the Revenue which of course benefits the Congregation’s funds.
As the Congregation is a charity, the contributions you make will be tax deductable if you are a higher rate tax payer, and 
claimable by you from the Inland Revenue as a charitable gift.
Many of you have already completed gift aid declarations, for which we are very grateful. These are held in the office and,  
half yearly, we collect Gift Aid back from HMRC on the contributions made for offerings, donations, subscriptions, Yahrzeit  
donations etc.

What is a Gift Aid declaration?
It is simply a statement by an individual taxpayer that they want a charity to claim from HM Revenue & Customs the tax paid on 
their donation. This is the way to add 25% to the value of your gift to Bournrmouth Hebrew Congregation without it costing  
you a penny more!

Gift Aid – do I qualify?
You must pay an amount in Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover the amount Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation will 
reclaim in the tax year (from 6 April to 5 April of the following year).

Please complete the form and return it to us!
Please complete the Gift Aid declaration enclosed in your Ruach and return it to the Shul office. It won’t matter if you think you 
may have completed a declaration form some years ago – we are happy to update our records and claim as far back as April 2000.

Thank you!

Milton 
Blumenfeld 
and 'Rabbi's 
Revenge'
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“LEST WE FORGET”
The origins of this well- known phrase are not as 
many might suspect linked to the outcome of the First 
World War, but come from a poem written by Rudyard 
Kipling in 1898 celebrating Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee entitled, ‘Recessional’. Indeed the term only 
came into current use about a decade after the end 
of the First World War along with revisionist thought 
about the devastating losses and consequences of 
the war. Nevertheless it is argued that the evidence 
suggests the origins of the poem encompasses a prayer 
to be offered to the Almighty as a prophetic warning 
against national hubris in the sight of the Almighty. 

At the end of the first stanza the poem has a 
repeating chorus of “Less we forget.” Kipling’s 
inspiration for the phrase comes from Deuteronomy 
(Devarim) 6.12, “Then beware lest you forget the Lord 
which brought you out of the land of Egypt.” Thus in 
all its connotations it has particular significance for us 
as well as the nation Kipling was addressing.

What should we be remembering? Clearly the 
sacrifice made by those who have made the supreme 
sacrifice in conflict, but does that include all? Wars, 
especially those that have taken place during the 
twentieth century and to the present have been 
dreadful. The last century evidenced industrial 
warfare without limit encompassing millions of civilian 
casualties as well as those engaged directly in combat 
on land, in the air or at sea. 

The warning of the evils of bombing was 
demonstrated during the Spanish Civil War. The 
painting by Picasso, ‘Guernica’ haunts us now. The 
Second World War between 1939 to1945 is believed 
to have accounted for the deaths of 50 million. 
The consequences of technological advances in 
weaponry, particularly artillery and aircraft, manned or 
unmanned, has made the targets of armies unlimited 
and potentially threatening the continued existence of 
our world. One need look no further than the current 
war in Ukraine.

Does that make warfare illegitimate? Of course that 
depends on the reasons for going to war. It appears to 
me that evil unjustified aggression must be defended. 
Whatever the reasons for the cause of the First World 
War, the desire of Germany to dominate Europe, its 
defeat, eminent historians have argued, led eventually 
to Fascism and Nazism and the Second World War, 
which had to be defeated. If that were not so in all 
probability we would not be here.

It is not armies that decide to go to war it is those 
that rule, whether they be despots, such as Hitler and 
Putin or democratically elected governments, the latter 
in most cases in modern history, to defeat the evil 
aggression of the former. Sometimes unfortunately 
the latter may succumb to hubris and find that the 
reason for war and sacrifices then made by their armed 

forces not justified as many would argue in the case of 
conflict in Iraq. 

But what we seek to remember are those who 
engaged in conflict, and were prepared to make the 
supreme sacrifice to defeat evil; and in the case of the 
Holocaust those who were the victims of evil ambition 
and hatred. 

We do not forget that one of Hitler’s war aims, 
carried out and executed by the Nazi regime, was the 
elimination of Jewry, for which six million innocents 
paid the price. Then we remember those who 
desperately fought for the creation of Israel and its 
preservation on Yom Hazikoron, and do not forget 
the 30,000 Palestinian Jews who volunteered and 
fought Fascism and Nazism, many dying in extremely 
dangerous missions in North Africa and Europe.

The armies that fought in the great wars were 
not only professional combatants, but were by vast 
majority those conscripted, members of our families, 
who were prepared to fight for causes that were not 
only justified but were for survival and preservation 
of freedoms that we now enjoy, and we have them to 
thank for their sacrifice; and since the Second World 
War others have fought for freedom in distant places 
the performance of their duty, it being the fortieth 
anniversary of the battle for the Falklands.  

What these fighters saw and experienced, many 
were reluctant to talk about, such as my Uncle Archie, 
who I knew swam the Rhine to escape capture at 
the end of Operation Market Garden (Arnhem), 
in all being dropped seven times as a Paratrooper 
having volunteered to join; or Irene’s father who was 
wounded at the Battle of the Bulge; or her Uncle who 
was in the 7th Armoured Brigade (The Desert Rats) and 
many more of your relatives that you will know about 
and proudly remember, lest we forget.

Lest we forget those that gave their lives for our 
future for if we do we will be diminished and thus we 
do remember:

“They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them or the years condemn,

At the going down of the sun and

In the Morning

We will remember them”

Ivor Weintroub

This was taken from the Lilmod he gave on AJEX 
Shabbat following the Morning Service. 

1 Bourne J; Liddle P; Whitehead I, The Great World War 1914-1945 1. 
Lightning Strikes Twice (London: Harper Collins) 2000; Reynolds D, The 
Long Shadow, The Great War And The Twentieth Century (London: Simon 
& Schuster) 2013; Ferguson N, The War Of The World History’s Age of 
Hatred (London: Allen Lane) 2006; Kershaw I, To Hell And Back Europe 
1914 -1949 (London: Allen Lane) 2015
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BOURNEMOUTH AJEX STANDARD BACK 
ON PARADE IN LONDON

Bournemouth AJEX were back in action once again 
this year. The Standard was proudly carried two weeks 
running in November both in Bournemouth at the Annual 
Remembrance Parade and in London at the AJEX parade, 
joined by groups of supporters marching in honour of 
members of their families who were in active service 
during the two World Wars or took part in National 
Service, wearing the military medals of their loved ones, .

I began marching with AJEX in 2015 when my good 
friend, the late Rochelle Kurt, suggested us younger 
members join the Bournemouth marchers. We all had 
strong connections to AJEX, my late father had for many 
years since my childhood been the Bournemouth  
Standard bearer. 

He had served as a rifleman in WWII in Africa and post-
war Palestine, also using his skills as a hairdresser cutting 
troops hair on base, his brothers also served, and my late 
grand-father had served in the Royal Fusiliers during WWI 
so quite a military family. Rochelle's father took over as 
Bournemouth AJEX standard bearer from my father, and 
the late Frank Morris, although much younger, had a 
strong connection to Bournemouth AJEX. 

Lise Rossano completed the trio, her father also heavily 
involved in Bournemouth AJEX. The local AJEX branch 
here used to be very active, holding many social and 
fundraising events and a greatly anticipated 
Annual Ball. 

Sadly, an ageing demographic led to it's 
demise and none of those who saw active 
service are with us now.

A group of around ten of us were back in 
action for the Annual Remembrance Parade 
in Bournemouth at the cenotaph, where Mark 
Hyams from BRS carried the Standard and 
Max Lopes Dias laid the wreath. Rabbi Jesner 
once again represented the Jewish community, 
reciting the Psalm of David in both Hebrew  
and English.

The following Sunday, for the second year 
running, Marilyn Dexter, Lise Rossano and I, travelled to 
London for the AJEX parade at the Cenotaph in Whitehall. 
We assembled at Horseguards Parade and were joined by 
some current and ex-Bournemouth faces; Leonie Glazer, 
Jane Victor and son Tim, Timothy Cole, Linda and Stephen 
White and daughter Zoe and Susan Goldstein. 

For the first time, I marched with the other standard 
bearers carrying the Bournemouth standard. It was a very 
special and proud experience to follow in my late father's 
footsteps. I was positioned next to Eric Kurt’s brother, 
Alan, who was most helpful in instructing me as to when 
and how to lower the standard and we were fortunate to 
be close to Chief Rabbi Mirvis’s pulpit so had a good view  
of proceedings. 

The standard is fairly heavy, particularly when lowering 
to half mast, but not onerously so, and turned out to be 
a good muscle work-out! Hopefully we can all repeat this 

AJEX members took part in the Service of Remembrance  
at Bournemouth War Memorial.

Bournemouth AJEX took part in 
the Annual Remembrance Parade 
past the Cenotaph in Whitehall

again next year. We welcome anyone who would like to 
join us in Bournemouth, London or both.  

Mandy Glazer

Mandy 
Glazer with 
Bournemouth 
Standard at 
AJEX parade 
London 2022
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were OK on Shabbat and Yom Tov 
mornings.  

The most regular visitors were 
two PCSOs called Barry and 
Tony. To many members of the 
Congregation, they are a familiar 
sight standing at the door with 
us. Barry and Tony were extremely 
fond of Frank.  

They used to meet him on a Wednesday night and 
since his passing, neither of them have been back to 
where they regularly met. Barry and Tony came with 
Bernie and myself to Waltham Abbey on Sunday to 
pay their last respects to Frank at his stone setting. 

It was a great testament to Frank that they were 
willing to spend their day off travelling that great 
distance.  He really was a special guy who is sorely 
missed by his colleagues in the security team, the 
wider community and beyond.

Marilyn Dexter

Frank Morris z"l was a much loved and sadly missed 
member of the BCHC security team for many 
years. When he came to Bournemouth in 2002, he 
immediately became an important member of the 
team. No matter what time we turned up, he was 
always there before us, and he was always ready to 
step in should somebody be unable to do their shift. 

He was such a positive colleague and we all used to 
enjoy standing by the door with him.

Besides the security team, Frank volunteered to look 
after the accounts of several organisations in the town 
including the League of Jewish Women, the Wessex 
Jewish News and BBYO. He revived the Shul choir and 
he was the conductor and organiser. 

He became the AJEX standard bearer when all the 
members of AJEX became too frail to do it, and when 
an AJEX member passed away, Frank would take the 
standard to the funeral and raise and lower it at the 
appropriate moment.

There were several members of the local police force 
who were deployed on a regular basis to check that we 

HONOURING A FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE
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Bournemouth Jewish 
Community Whisky 

Group "L'chaim"

Annual Hunakah Quiz. 
Thursday 22 December. 

First Dram 8pm.

Details and how to book via the  
Bmth JC Whisky Group WhatsApp

to join INN, email:  
bmthjcwhiskygroup@gmail.com

or contact Simon Lurie
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GIRLS ALLOWED
We held a Girls Allowed meeting in the Shul 
Sukkah during Chol Hamoed Sukkot. There were 
approximately twenty ladies present and we were 
entertained by a wonderful speaker Marilyn Keen. 
She held everybody in rapt attention and 
admiration as she described her many roles and 
achievements during her working life.  

Despite Sukkot falling well into October this 
year, the weather was very kind and everybody 
was happy to sit outdoors for the talk. 

During the evening it did cool down somewhat 
however, and we ended up having our 
refreshments indoors.  

Watch out for announcements about future 
Girls Allowed events. They are proving very 
popular.

Marilyn Dexter

We explore the major events and questions in the week’s Sedra through 
the eyes of different commentators whose ideas will hopefully take you 

by surprise and give you some totally new insights into the Parsha, as we 
uncover some of the more hidden explanations and, where applicable, 

their relevance to our own daily lives and even world events

The men’s weekly Parsha Shiur 
takes place every Thursday 

11.15 am- 12.15pm at  
23 Grove Road BH1 3AS.

COME AND JOIN US

Call 07788 975356 if you require any further information
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BCHC also marked Mitzvah Day by delivering 
Shabbat Gift bags to various senior members of the 
Community, acknowledging that they were being 
thought of by us. 

Rather than wait until Sunday/Mitzvah Day itself 
we thought it would be lovely to present them with a 
Friday night Kiddush bag and some treats. 

The Mitzvah Day team packed and delivered over 
eighty five bags on Friday 18th November, and the 
recipients were surprised and overjoyed, and there 
were a lot of happy faces. 

Sincere thanks to everyone who contributed to the 
Mitzvah Day Food Collection on 20th November, and 
for your caring generosity.

Bettina Gould

MITZVAH DAY FOOD COLLECTION

Janice Cutter packing some of the bags

The Shul has 
been sent this 
certificate from 
Bournemouth 
Food Bank 
which shows 
the amount of 
food collected 
that morning.

The contents of each bag

Sincere thanks to everyone who contributed to the Mitzvah Day 
Food Collection on 20th November, and for your caring generosity.

Corinne Rein
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Sponsor the

Q Where can you still find a local optician who will see you personally 
amd look after your eye care needs from sight test to the dispense?

A Dexter’s Opticians, where you will be seen by the same optician 
every time, who cares about offering you a service, and who won’t 

be happy until you are completely happy.
Mr Dexter has over 40 years of experience as an optometrist, and through ongoing 
training is up to date with all the advancements in modern eye care.

The health of your eyes is our concern.

Dexter’s Opticians,
63, Southbourne Grove, BH6 3QU  

(opposite Sainsbury’s).
Please call 01202 424491 for an appointment to see

Mr Bernie Dexter, BSc,
FCOptom, FBOA, FBCO, FACLP

Dexter’s Opticians
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The event of the year -  Celebrate Israel 75 on the 
evening of April 26th 2023.

 We will be having live music as well as an Israeli style 
meal to celebrate this wonderful occasion. 

To coincide with the celebration, we are running a 
competition for all you Creatives. 

To give everyone enough time the closing date will 
be announced soon but it will be into next year. Please 
submit a maximum of three entries in these categories:

PHOTOGRAPHY 
ART AND CRAFT
POETRY/PROSE. 

You can submit all three entries to one category or 
one to each of them.

 
Entry forms and further details will be available from 

the Shul Office nearer the time. 
In the meantime gather your ideas as to what "A 

sense of place/A sense of Israel" means to you and might 
conjure up in other people's minds. There will be a small 
entry fee with prizes for the best in each category. 

All entries will also be seen on the BCHC website.
So get those creative juices flowing! 
There will be other events to celebrate Israel 75, 

including an Israeli style” Meet and Munch”, which 
will be held on the Wednesday 26th, as well as smaller 
events to coincide with Shul services.
We also hope to have an Israeli dancing session.

L'hitraot! Ellard Roberts and Eric Kurt
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BRAFMAN Barbara Brafman would like to thank 
all of her friends for the kindness and help shown 
after her accident and recent stay in hospital, and is 
recovering nicely. 

FRANSES Jeff, Beverly, James and Jemma would 
like to thank Rabbi Adrian and Pamela Jesner, 
Simon Lurie and everyone for their kind messages 
of condolence on the passing of our father and 
grandfather, Jack Franses z”l, in Istanbul. We really 
appreciate everyone’s kindness and are grateful for 
all the letters, messages and calls we received.

LAMSKI Jonathan would like to thank Rabbi and 
Pamela Jesner, and all the Community for their 
support and kindness during his recent illness. He 
was very touched and heartened by all your support. 
Thank you so much.

NIGEL ROSE Nigel z”l tragically passed away with 
huge strength and dignity on Wednesday 28th 
September. Muriel Rose Braman and family would 
like to thank Rabbonim, dear friends and the 
Bournemouth Community for their kindness and 
support during this sad time.  

Over 60 Zoom attendees plus a small live audience 
enjoyed this year's Howard Rein lecture at the 
Parkes Institute in Southampton. The speaker was 
Professor Todd Endelman who is Professor Emeritus 
of History and Judaic Studies at Michigan University.

His topic was ‘A Jewish Race Scientist in Twentieth 
Century Britain’. The scientist in question was 
Redcliffe Salaman (1874-1955) who was the most 
articulate spokesman in Anglo-Jewry in the first 
half of the twentieth century for the view that Jews 
are a racial group. 

Trained as a doctor Salaman worked at the 
London Hospital in Whitechapel, but was forced 
to change career after he contracted tuberculosis. 
Professor Endelman described how Salaman’s 
pioneer work in agricultural botany breeding 

blight-free varieties of potatoes inspired his work 
on the transmission of physical traits among Jews. 

This work then led him to recreate a biological 
history of the Jews from the biblical period to  
the present that undermined notions of Jewish 
racial purity.

Stephen H White

Professor Endelman has recently published a book “The last 
Anglo-Jewish Gentleman – The Life and Times of Redcliffe 
Nathan Salaman". It is an illuminating book giving a portrait 
of a wealthy man who chose to study medicine but although 
circumstances dictated he was unable to continue his chosen 
profession, his research in agricultural botany led to a 
discovery which was to benefit mankind.

HOWARD REIN MEMORIAL LECTURE
at Parkes Institute
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I felt privileged to be asked to thank our eminent 
speaker for his fascinating and informative illustrated 
talk. Professor Irving Taylor, gave an introduction to 
his book ‘From Moses to Moses’. Irving first treated 
us to a tour of the Mediterranean from Cordoba to 
Galilee, tracing the life of the philosopher, Moses ben 
Maimon, Maimonides, or as he is more often referred 
to The RAMBAM -, the compiler of the Thirteen 
Principles of Faith, amongst so much more, which is 
still the basis of our modern day practice.

We were given details not only of Maimonides’ 
life and family but also his thoughts, beliefs and 
his studies. I often think in wonderment how so 
much research, writing and travel could have been 
accomplished in the 12th Century without the 21st 
Century benefits of jet travel, a PC and Google! 

Irving’s own thorough research and compelling 
talk, enriched with amusing insights were no doubt 
the reason why he was kept busy at the end of the 

afternoon signing many copies of his book, which 
he had donated and which, in his modest way he 
had hardly referred to; nor did he mention that the 
proceeds of the sales that day were to go to Emunah. 

It was also a pleasure to have had the opportunity to 
meet Irving, his wife Berry, daughter Justine and her 
husband, Clyde.  

The small committee of our local branch of Emunah 
had worked hard to provide a very tasty and plentiful 
tea, always remembering our dear late friend Thelma 
Cowan o”h, in whose name the event was dedicated. 

From the atmosphere throughout the afternoon, it 
was all clearly appreciated and many of us left looking 
forward to immersing ourselves in ‘From Moses to 
Moses’ which words can be found on the tomb of  
The RAMBAM.

Susan Goldstein 

AN APPRECIATION
“FROM MOSES TO MOSES”

In memory of our late co-chairman, Thelma Cowan, o”h 
BEM, who sadly passed away about seven months ago, 
and who had worked tirelessly for many years to raise 
funds for Emunah, we held a Cream Tea with guest 
speaker, Professor Irving Taylor. Funds raised from this 
event will go to the Emunah Food Fund which supplies 
hot meals to schoolchildren, who would otherwise  
go hungry, and where necessary food parcels for  
their family.

Professor Irving Taylor with his wife Berry, are no 
strangers to Bournemouth, having lived here from 
1981 to 1993 when he was Head of the Department of 
surgery in Southampton, and she practised as a GP here 
in Bournemouth.

They moved to London in 1993 when he became Head 
of the Department of Surgery at University College 
London until  2008, when he was appointed Vice 
Dean of Professional Affairs at UCL. He was an elected 
member of the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons 
for 10 years and a case examiner on the General Medical 
Council for 11 years. He is now Emeritus Professor of 
Surgery at UCL and has written or edited 35 textbooks 
on surgery. 

However the title of his talk ”From Moses to Moses“ 
is his first attempt at a historical novel. A fictional 
account of the life and times of the Rambam, Moses 
Maimonades, the title of the book is taken from his 

tombstone which reads, “From Moses to Moses there 
was never a man like Moses”. 

We were also happy to welcome Sharon De Winter 
Director of Emunah UK , and Shlomo Kessel,Emunah 
International Director of Philanthropy, who gave us an 
update on Emunah projects in Israel .

Corinne Rein

Left to right Shlomo Kessel, Corinne Rein, Rebbetzen 
Pamela Jesner, Marilyn Dexter, Rosamunde Bloom, Anne 
Ozdamar, Sharon De Winter and Irving Taylor
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A POWERFUL AROMA WAS APPARENT.
WAS IT WHISKY OR CHEESE?
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the mature Gouda, though as a cheese the Royale 
Camembert won many plaudits.

Alongside the tasting cheeses Barbara had laid out a 
spread in her kitchen which was enjoyed by all. 

A round of applause went up for Peter and Marion for 
the whiskies and cheeses, and to Simon and Barbara for 
the loan of their home for the evening’s fun.

A great evening was had by all and certainly a sound 
springboard to our second year – next meeting 22nd 
December and the Chanukah Quiz.

For more information email bmthjcwhiskygroup@
gmail.com or see our advert on page 11.

Peter Reichwald

The Bournemouth Jewish 
Community Whisky Group 
celebrated its first birthday over 
Succoth with Simon & Barbara 
Lurie opening their Succah and 
home,with Peter and Marion 
Reichwald hosting the event. 

Sixteen gathered round, with 
the first dram in the Succah 
before retreating from the 
inclement weather into the 
warmth of the Lurie home. 

Marion who had chosen the 
cheeses described them and Peter 
paired the whiskies to them. 

We paired the Royal 
Camembert which was at its ripest with 
Balvenie Caribbean Cask, which after 
14 years in oak barrels, was finished in 
Rum casks. 

 The general consensus was that 
the quite ripe goat cheese with a very 
pungent aroma, Buche de Chevre, was 
an acquired taste, so no rush to Kosher 
Kingdom for this one. It was though 
successfully paired with Knockando, a 
12 year old Speyside but as a dram it did 
not sing for many. 

We then moved to cask strength 
drams from the Scotch Malt Whisky 
Society. Peter explained about the 
Society, reminding that at 60% proof 
after tasting neat, some water should be 
added. 

The first of these was named ‘A Curious Wee 
Dram’, a spicy and dry 10 year old from the Aultmore 
Distillery in Speyside. This was paired with a Mature 
Gouda Belegen cheese with a firm and full flavour to 
match the Aultmore.

We finished the evening with a Manchego cheese 
from Castilla La Mancha Spain. This nutty and full 
flavoured hard cheese paired well to the peated 11 
year old Caol Ila, named ‘Frolics on the Machair’. 

Peated whisky is not everyone’s choice but for 
those who liked a peaty dram this was considered a 
good choice.

After a debate the Aultmore came through as 
the dram of the evening as did its matching cheese, 
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He was well educated and he’s the only person I met 
who read through a volume – a sefer- written by Rabbi 
Indech’s father. Harris said it was a pretty good book, but I 
never read it myself.

It became difficult for him to take care of himself, so he 
moved in Hannah Levy House.

I have a copy for an advertising poster for a patented 
coin pouch The slogan is “Be the earliest. Get the latest”

Neville Lewis (Theo & Betty’s eldest son who lives in  
the Philippines) 

“My memory of him is that he was a jolly soul , and 
could be good company. Most birthdays a television crew 
would visit us to do a feature on Harris. I remember one 
year we had Tamsin Day Lewis and her colleagues. After 
every television appearance we would get a number of 
letters asking Harris for his advice on living a healthy life. 
Eventually I devised a duplicated response saying that 
Harris could only reply to such letters on payment of a 
five pound fee. Several people paid up, and Harris was 
delighted with the extra cash.

I remember his running for the bus. The bus conductors 
were kind and held the bus for him.”

From Chana Marla (Marline) the Lewis’s daughter

“Not only did Mr Shoerats run for the bus, he used to 
jump over the barriers at the corner of the Lansdowne ‘til 
the police insisted he stopped doing that.”

Carolyn Roth, who with husband Ivor are friends of  
the family

“I looked after Harris following a minor operation at 
Boscombe Hospital, aged 104, when I was a student nurse 
aged 19. He’d disappeared from his bed following the 
surgical procedure and I eventually found him enjoying 
a hot bath with the door firmly locked. Not a great idea 
after an anaesthetic and stitches.“

In the Rosh Hashanah edition of Ruach there was an article 
about Mr Shoerats .Following a request on the Shul website 
for information from his family who  live in the States many 
memories  were forwarded. It was impossible to include so 
many and it was decided to print a second instalment in 
this edition.

Gershon Harris Shoerats was born in Chodorkon, 
Russia, from where the family fled following pogroms. He 
recalled for safety he was made to hide under his mother’s 
voluminous skirts when the Cossacks came into town 
and they would seek Jews and administer unwarranted 
beatings.  

We do not know very much about his life before he 
came to live in Bournemouth, where he had a small leather 
working shop. However he was a character locally, and it 
was reputed that, when aged ninety nine, the renewal on 
the lease of his workshop was due, he insisted on taking 
a lease for three years rather than the one year on offer. 
Yet Mr Shoerats achieved fame nationally when he was 
recognised as Britain’s oldest living man, and featured in 
the twenty ninth edition of the Guiness Book of Records 
aged one hundred and eleven.

Our member, Len Ostrove, contacted his cousins, the 
children of Theo and Betty Lewis, with whom Mr Shoerats 
lived for many years, who forwarded their memories and 
were happy to share them with us, and appear below.

Len also sent the following; “I have nice memories of Mr 
Shoerats from visits during the early 70s to my much missed 
Uncle and Aunt, Theo and Betty Lewis. They were great 
friends and took an active role in his care, and he lived with 
them before moving into Hannah Levy House.”

Joe Lewis (The Lewis’s son who, now lives in Detroit)

“I was away in college, but returned for some home visits 
when he lived with us. Yes, he used to run for a bus and 
jump on the back, in the good old days when buses had an 
open platform for riders and yes, he rode his bike around 
town until the police (concerned about a possible fall ) 
asked him to stop. 

On his 100th birthday he got a telegram from the Queen, 
he responded with another, and the Palace responded 
with another, and this might have gone on for a while if 
someone had not stepped in to stop the exchange.

He came to live with my parents after his son died. Harris 
was a vegetarian and my parents. were one of the kosher 
vegetarian households. He had some advice about food. 
“Don’t mix things.” If he had peas and potatoes he would 
eat each item separately. No mixing! 

My mum would sometimes tease him about a fictional 
girlfriend, and he would take it in good part, but once he 
observed to me, “It’s very, very difficult to live without a 
woman I can tell you”

MR HARRIS SHOERATS Z”L 
1871-1984

Frank Harris z"l then President of BHC, with Mr Shoerats - 
probably taken on Mr Shoeratz 100th Birthday

Continued on next page
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Neville 
commented 
“Harris did 
indeed like hot 
baths. He told 
me when, years 
before, he used 
the public baths 
he would knock 
on the walls 
and call out for 
more hot water. 
At Holdenhurst 
Road he 
would boil up 
saucepans of 
water to add to 
the bathwater 
from the tank!“ 

From Melissa Buller, (Nee Harris) former resident of 
Bournemouth, who lives in LA,

“Dad would often take Mr Shoerats to morning minyan 
services, especially as he got older. I think Dad felt a 
common bond because of our mutual name. When my 

Andrea & Mark Harris with Baby Carly and Mr Shoerats  
which it is believed was taken at his 100th birthday party. 
Carly was the youngest and Harris the oldest there.
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The National Lottery Heritage Fund 
recently gave the project, now called 
"The Living Stones", the go-ahead to 
begin our 5 year funded project. Our 
aims are to research and record the lives 
and roles of the men and women of the 
Bournemouth Jewish Communities in 
their growth and development in the 
BCP Boroughs.

Since we began, the project has found 
22 people who lived to 100 or over; a 
violinist who escaped the execution 
of his whole Ukranian village in 1943; 
a drummer and band leader whose 
headstone gives away his occupation; 
a Free French fighter who died in 1943 
at Hurn and an interesting crest on the 
stone of Joseph Lipton.

So far, we have nearly 50 volunteers 
in four groups - photographers, 
researchers, interviewers and storytellers, 

but we would like more people to join 
us. The project has run workshops on 
research, photography, storytelling and 
interviewing. 

Our aim is not just to discover the past 
through words and pictures, but to get 
the experiences and memories of the 
living, young or old, so their voices can 
be a gift for the future.

All of the information we collect will 
be placed on an open-access, easily 
searchable website which we expect 
to exist long after the 5 years of the 
project's funding. 

If you would like to volunteer to help 
and guide us as we move forward then 
please contact Barbara Lurie 
(barbara.lurie@bhcshul.co.uk) or  
Howard Freeman  
(howard.freeman@bhcshul.co.uk).

THE CEMETERY PROJECT  
Now in Progress

grandfather/great grandfather came to this country 
he was asked for his name. He answered “Harris 
Prestchinki”. Unable to spell the surname he was given 
the Harris name and since then we have all been Harris 
- just like Mr Shoerats I’m imagining."

Many thanks to all who have contributed to this article. 
Editor

Painting by Ivor Roth

MR HARRIS SHOERATS Z”L 
Continued from previous page
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The theme for this year’s Holocaust Memorial 
Day is ‘Ordinary People’ and will be held at Poole 
Lighthouse on Sunday 29th January 2023 from 2-4pm.

Lady Milena Grenfell-Baines, who was an ordinary 
child, will tell the story of her arrival in England 
aged ten, with her younger sister, on the last 
Kindertransport train out of Prague on the 31st July 
1939. It was the last train Trevor Chadwick was able to 
organise before war broke out. 

In total he helped 669 children escape Nazi 
persecution. (One and a half million Jewish Children 
were murdered in Nazi Europe). As reported in Ruach 
a statue to commemorate his bravery was unveiled 
in Swanage in August 2022, until then he was a long 
forgotten local hero.

Lady Milena initially stayed with a family in Ashton 
under Lyme with her sister. During the war, they both 
attended a refugee Czechoslovakian school in Wales. 

She has led an extraordinary life being very 
involved with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra, organising cookery weeks in Preston and 
arranging exchanges with Czech hotel schools and 
English students. She is a Burgess and a Freeman of 
the City of Preston and was awarded the MBE  
in 2016. 

BOURNEMOUTH AND POOLE 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2023

Although well into her nineties, she is still travelling 
around the country telling her story. After her 
presentation which readers shouldn’t miss, there will 
be a Question and Answer session.

The Commemoration and Candle Lighting ceremony 
will be carried out by ‘ordinary’ adults and young 
people who are involved in trying to improve the lives 
of others.

On Friday 27th January, which is actually Holocaust 
Memorial Day, there will be a commemoration in the 
Council Chamber of the Town Hall commencing at 
10.15 a.m. Please come! Afterwards we will walk to the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Plaque and the Anne Frank 
Tree in the Bournemouth Gardens near the Cenotaph 
and light a memorial candle.

Although there is no entrance charge, it is hoped 
that the audience in Poole will donate generously to 
the retiring collection to enable the Committee to 
continue with this important annual occasion. Tickets 
are available on Eventbrite.

Josephine Jackson

Please inform the office if you, a member 
of your family or a friend is in hosPital 
and would like to be visited.

because of data Protection law, 
this information is not given to the 
synagogue or to our teams of visitors 
to the hosPitals. 

to ensure that everyone hosPitalised is contacted 
Please Pass on details as soon as Possible.  
Please telePhone: 01202 557433

hosPital visiting
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Bournemouth Hebrew 
Congregation Synagogue

Our male voice Choir is in the 
process of re-forming.

New members will be very 
welcome. If you enjoy singing 
and would like join us please 
email erickurt@ymail.com  

or the Shul Office

Israeli 
Dancing
Since 2001, a dedicated group of dancers have 
been meeting every week to enjoy beautiful 
Israeli music, exercise and socialise.    

There is no age limit, and no fun limit. It’s 
only for an hour so why not come along on 
Tuesday nights at 8.00 in the Menorah Suite.  
See the Shul notices for any changes of time 
or venue. 
 
MARILYN DEXTER

TO JOIN OUR 
CHEVRA 
KADISHA 
TEAMS

If you feel you can carry out 
this very rewarding work you 

will be most welcome.

Full training will be given.

Please contact the  
Shul Office.

Wessex Jewish Golf Society
is Dorset based and welcomes 

golfers of every standard.

Come and join us for friendly 
and enjoyable golf on a variety 

of local courses

Please call  
Simon Pinner on 0780 253 5899 or 
Russell Brenner on 07836 316426

MEN & LADIES 
REQUIRED



~23~

WHAT WILL YOU LEAVE BEHIND - 

WHY BHC NEEDS YOUR LEGACY
Your legacy will make a real difference to BHC. 
By remembering BHC in your will, you will help us to continue our work: 
U supporting members through our welfare and activities programmes;

U helping to fund our subsidised Meet and Munch Club; 

U providing interesting programmes, and outings for all members; 

U ensuring the safety of BHC members; 

U providing kosher food through our Shul Shop;

U maintaining our wonderful shul building, Mikvah, and beautiful cemetery at Throop.
Help BHC to continue to provide all this, and more. Your gift, however large or small, will help maintain these 
services enhancing the lives of all our members, enabling Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation to thrive, and 
remain an important part of British Jewry for many years to come.

Once you have provided for your family and friends, please remember us in your will.

If you would like more information about leaving a gift to BHC or to learn more about our FREE WILL WRITING 
SERVICE please call the Synagogue Office on 01202 557433.

To advertise in 

please contact 
the Synagogue Office on  

01202 557433 
or email: ruacheditorial2@gmail.com 
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Wednesday22nd Second Day Rosh Chodesh Adar

Shabbat 24th/ 25th Terumah

  Kiddush to celebrate 80th Birthday of 
Leslie Wagner 

March 2023

Shabbat 3rd/4th Tetzavah (Zachor)

Sunday 5th Stone Settings Throop 
 The late Sue Lee  o”h – 12 Noon 
 The late David Williams z”l – 3.00pm

Monday 6th  Fast of Esther

Tuesday 7th  Purim

Wednesday 8th Shushan /Purim

Shabbat 10th/ 11th Ki Tisa/Shabbat Para

Sunday12th   Bournemouth Hebrew Guild Celebration 
for life of Thelma Cowan o”h B.E.M 

Tuesday 14th  Meet ‘N’ Munch

Shabbat 17th/18th Vayakhel/Pekudei

 Mevarachim Ha Chodesh

Sunday 19th Stone Setting Throop – 3.00pm 
  The late Thelma Cowan o”h B.E.M 

Thursday 23rd Rosh Chodesh Nisan

Shabbat 24th /25th Vayikra

Tuesday 28th  Meet ‘N’ Munch

April 2023

Shabbat 30th/1st Tzav – Shabbat Hagadol

Tuesday 4th Search for Chametz

Wednesday 5th Fast of First born

 First Seder 

Thursday 6th First  Day Pesach

 Second Seder

Friday 7th Second Day Pesach

Shabbat 8th Shabbat Chol Hamoed

Diary
December 2022

Shabbat 16th /17th Vayeshev          

 Mevarachim Ha Chodesh

Sunday18th First night Chanukah

Tuesday 20th BCHC Chanukah Party 

Thursday 22nd  Council of Christians & Jews Chanukah 
celebration BRS

Shabbat23rd/ 24th Mikeitz

 Shabbat Chanukah/ Rosh Chodesh Tevet

  Joint Kiddush for Community and 
Sephardi Minyan

Sunday 25th 2nd Day Rosh Chodesh Tevet

Shabbat 30th/31st Vayigash

January 2023

Tuesday 3rd Fast of Tevet

Shabbat 6th /7th Vayechi

Tuesday 10th Meet ‘N’ Munch

Shabbat 13th/14th Shemot

Shabbat 20th/ 21st Va’era

 Mevarachim  Ha Chodesh

Monday 23rd Rosh Chodesh Shevat

Tuesday 24th Meet ‘N’ Munch

Shabbat 27th/ 28th Bo 

  Kiddush sponsored by L’Chaim  
(Whisky Group)

February 2023

Shabbat 3rd/4th Beshalach/ Shabbat Shira

Monday 6th Tu B’Shevat

Tuesday 7th Meet ‘N’ Munch

Thursday 9th Council of Christians and Jews – 7.30pm

Shabbat 10th/11th Yitro

Sunday 12th Stone Setting Boscombe 
 The late Michael Rivlin z”l – 2pm

Shabbat17th /18th Mishpatim- Shabbat Shekalim

 Mevarachim  Ha Chodesh

Tuesday 21st Meet ‘N’ Munch

 First Day Rosh Chodesh Adar



Wishing you 
Chanukah
Sameach




