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Writing in the Rosh Hashanah edition of Ruach would we ever have contemplated the recent events in 
Israel. We are all attempting to come to terms with the muddle of feelings which have filled our thoughts 

since 7th October. Shock. Grief. Anger. Despondency. Helplessness. Around the world Jews have tried 
to give support in any way they could after witnessing such horrific scenes from that dreadful day. The 

international efforts have been remarkable as almost all Jews, from whichever faction they belong, have 
come together ignoring previous schisms, to give their unconditional support to Israel. 

However a sense of vulnerability is beginning to creep in. The pro Hamas demonstrations with no 
restrictions on their content, the defence of the indefensible by some academics, the ugly head of 

antisemitism seems close to the surface. Some Jewish people are questioning if they still feel safe going 
about their daily life, as some random attacks have taken place. And in our minds at all times throughout, 

scenes from Israel are revolving.

Our Chanukah celebrations this year will be more meaningful as we look back over our remarkable 
history, and the survival of the Jewish people.

Hopefully peace will soon come to Klal Yisrael, and the defenders of Israel and their families will be safe 
from harm.

We welcome back Rabbi Lionel and Rebbetzen Natalie Rosenfeld and hope they enjoy their  
short sojourn with us.

Finally every good wish to Rabbi Adrian and Rebbetzen Pamela as they retire from BHC for every 
happiness and good health in the future. 

Wishing the Community Chanukah Sameach

Editors – CORINNE REIN & ROSAMUNDE BLOOM

We thank Anne Ozdamar and Michele Perry for their assistance in the production of the  
Chanukah Edition of Ruach 

EDITORIAL
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Déjà vu? Each year as we kindle the Chanukah lights, 
we remember the days of the Maccabees when the 
Jewish religion was in danger of being wiped out. 
They defeated the Greek Syrian oppressors and drove 
them out of the land of Judea and restored the 
Temple.

Yet again in 5784/2023 following the horrific tragedy 
on 7th October we find ourselves having to fight for 
the right for Israel to exist, for the return of all the 
hostages and for our right as Jews to go about our 
daily lives unabated. 

This year, we shall light our Chanukiah with pride 
bringing light into the room, to the night sky, to 
the world. 

Since last Chanukah, the war in Ukraine has 
stagnated, and as I wrote at this time last year, 

“relative political and financial stability now seems 
questionable. Nations are troubled, leadership is not 
steadfast and extremism across the Globe is gaining 
a footing. What seemed sensible before is now being 
challenged, sometimes with well-intentioned actions 
but with unforeseen consequences.”

We appreciate only too well – the action of Israel to 
defeat terrorism in the form of Hamas.

It is not just Israel’s war, it is the West’s war against 
terrorism. I am sure that there are many  good people 
within the region who have been unfortunately 
caught up in this tragedy. We cannot clearly see the 
outcome, though, through the Abrahamic Accord 
– I did believe we were edging closer to greater 
tranquillity.  

Let us pray that the light of Chanukah triumphs over 
the darkness; that the light of hope overcomes the 
darkness of hatred, and that the Abrahamic Accord 
can go on to achieve that peace and harmony that we 
would all like to see not just in the Middle East but 
right across the Globe.

I thank all of you who generously donated to both 
the gifts and funds which have been sent to Israel. The 
response was immense throughout the whole local 
Jewish Community in the BCP area, and I also thank all 
our non-Jewish friends and neighbours who supported 
so steadfastly. 

I must though single out Michele Perry [and we can 
all see why she was indeed honoured as an Eshet 
Chayil 5784] for her tireless effort in making all the 
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arrangements to ensure that the 
collection and delivery of your 
magnificent response reached 
Israel. 

I would also add my thanks to 
Senior Trustee Stephen White, 
who immediately set up the Crisis 
in Israel Bournemouth Group and 
thank him on your behalf for co-ordinating and chairing 
the Jewish Religious and Lay leadership across the area 
that we have a unified response and actions in our and 
Israel’s time of need. We should understand and not 
underestimate the importance of those actions, not  
just to what it means to us but also to our friends  
and neighbours. 

Please continue to support the daily services where 
Tehillim (psalms) are recited, the various events and 
campaigns being held throughout our establishments, 
and please do continue to donate generously via  the 
Just Giving Page - All proceeds to UJIA [Editor note –  
the QR code is found in this Chanukah Ruach Edition  
on page 20].

Déjà vu? It is true to say almost nothing stays the same.

We wish Rabbi and Rebbetzen Jesner a long, happy 
and healthy retirement, and we took great pleasure to 
record and pay our thanks to them at their farewell tea, 
details of which you can read in full within this Ruach 
Chanukah edition. 

In the Interim we are enjoying the magnificence of 
Rabbi Lionel Rosenfeld’s beautiful enthusiastic singing. 
From the moment he walked into Shul on Kabbalat 
Shabbat  26th Cheshvan / 10th November the personal 
greeting he gave to all, whether old friends or new 
acquaintances was truly remarkable. That personable 
style by both he and Rebbetzen Natalie continued right 
across Shabbat. 

It was as though the Synagogue had somehow 
gone back in time, when every seat was taken, and 
the  rich melodic sweet sound resonated anew from 
his enchanting voice which had not only not aged, 
not one iota, but had a further wonderful resonance.  
Remarkable. 

I am sure that we are all appreciating their being with 
us -though too short a stay – leaving to return to Israel  
in early January. 



~3~

There shall indeed be a spectacular highlight when, 
as Chaplain to Mayor Councillor Anne Filer, Rabbi 
Lionel Rosenfeld shall be leading the Civic Ceremony 
on behalf of the Congregation on Sunday 10th 
December in the Synagogue.

We now know that the Community at the latest SGM 
(not another one) overwhelmingly voted in favour 
(92%) to call Rabbi Alan and Rebbetzen Miriam Lewis 
to minister to the BCH Congregation. 

The warmth, inspiration and personality of the 
Lewis’s had enchanted us all in their return the 
previous Shabbat. Indeed, they are returning after 
some 35 years to take up their Rabbinic duties having 
gained a wealth of experiences over those intervening 
years, and we look forward to welcoming them home 
in April, potentially before Pesach 5784.

Interim and weekly arrangements are being made for 
the ensuing period until April, please do step forward 
if you can help with the services or any aspect in 
supporting this Kehila.

It is also a plea from me that you do consider 
standing for the Board of Management and or 

Executive Office in 2024 – the AGM is to be held Sunday 
19th May. If you would like to know more please speak 
with myself or any of the Honorary Officers.

On behalf of Barbara and myself, I wish Rabbi Lionel  
and Rebbetzen Natalie Rosenfeld, the whole Board and 
every single one of you a Happy Chanukah.

We also wish you a happy and healthy 2024/5784.

May HaShem bless the members of this the 
Bournemouth Community Hebrew Congregation with 
health, happiness, and a peaceful year. 

May 2024/5784 be a year of peace in our community, in 
Israel and in the world for good.

"Together everything is possible. Let's do it"

Simon Lurie
Chair of BCHC
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A MESSAGE FOR CHANUKAH
FROM RABBI LIONEL ROSENFELD  

Well, this is déjà vu in every way. On Shabbat morning 
November 11, I had the great merit to, as they say, “occupy 
the pulpit” of BHC once again, after over eighteen years 
since I last did so. It’s hard to believe that Natalie and I 
left this warm and welcoming congregation as far back 
as May 2005. It was Rabbi Lord Sacks, of blessed memory, 
who had called me then and said,” Lionel, I really need you 
in London.” At that point we had been here three and a 
half years, and you must know how happy we were, and 
although I could not ignore that call, we never forgot our 
sojourn here and the friendships, which have endured until 
today. So, notwithstanding retiring home to Jerusalem 
two years ago and at last being back with our family, we 
accepted the kind invitation to serve BHC as temporary 
Rabbi and Rebbetzen. 

But this was before the horror of October 7th, and the 
ensuing need for members of our family to mobilise and 
fight, which included our son Gidon and his son Ori - in 
the same unit - with our grandson in Gaza; with a son- in- 
law working around the clock as an IDF psychologist and 
a grandson in-law on the dangerous Northern border. 
Yet despite our unwillingness to leave Israel at this awful 
time, the family convinced us not to cancel, so we are here, 
renewing old acquaintances, and making new ones. 

As I write, some three weeks before Chanukah, there’s 
certainly not been much to laugh about these last few 
weeks. Even in Israel we had been hearing how difficult 
Anglo-Jewry is finding it just to live a normal Jewish 
life in the face of this huge mushrooming antisemitism 
masquerading as anti-Zionism. There’s no need for me to 
comment on the situation; I am sure you are all up to date 
and following what is happening in Israel, in Gaza, and 
praying with us for the safety of those fighting to eradicate 
evil such has not been manifested against us since 1945.  

And here too in Bournemouth, we need to be standard-
bearers and be seen doing it. A perfect example was 
Remembrance Sunday, when with hardly time to 
breathe the Bournemouth air since our arrival on the 
previous Friday afternoon, I was on the rostrum at the 
Remembrance Day service, as chaplain to Mayor Anne Filer, 
and being honoured in representing Bournemouth Jewry. 
In fact, the C of E Chaplain turned to me after I had read 
Psalm 23 to thank me, and he asked, ”Rabbi how long have 
you been serving the Bournemouth congregation? “  
I replied, looking at my watch, ”36 hours”. 

But I have to say, and I know Natalie will agree with me, 
that we were very moved by the occasion, not having had 
the opportunity for many years to be present at such a 
ceremony, and a very fine ceremony it was,  seeing so many 
there, parents and children, coming together, standing 
quietly, watching the parade, itself very moving, with 
military personnel of  land, sea and air all the way down 
to young cadets, scouts and guides - so impressive to see so 
many young people marching,  with of course the Mayoral 
party. And there’s nothing like a brass band to give the 

occasion the solemnity it 
deserved. 

But most impressive of all 
was the tremendous Jewish turnout, all of you coming up 
to stand proudly with the veterans and the clergy at the 
Cenotaph in the midst of the action, and being applauded 
as you took part in the march past. To my mind it was 
a perfect example of how we the Jewish people must 
be standard bearers, and it was not lost on the general 
public, some of whom came up to us after the ceremony 
and said, “We want to shake your hand to tell you that 
we are on your side and that you have our full support 
in your terrible war.” Because, just as those marching, 
ranting, hate-filled antisemites week after week see all 
Jews as their enemies, those who showed us support on 
Sunday made no distinction between a Jewish person in 
Bournemouth or an Israeli in Tel Aviv. So, whether or not 
beforehand, there were those among us who considered 
themselves less of a Zionist and more as just a Jewish 
resident of Bournemouth, today, there is no longer a 
difference: we are all standard bearers for the State  
of Israel.

On the same theme, one of our members called me to 
express her frustration that we are not as a community 
being seen outside our protected spaces, but that we 
should be in Bournemouth shopping centres and other 
public venues giving out posters of the hostages and 
information on why Israel needs to be at war with Hamas 
- so I ask you: should we not be more proactive here in 
Bournemouth? Naturally we will consult with CST on 
the security ramifications if we take the PR fight into the 
public arena.

But without doubt, this year on Chanukah, let us all 
ensure we fulfil the mitzvah of lighting our Chanukah 
menorah, and at the same time, participate in the public 
lightings wherever they are held. All those lights kindled 
around the Jewish world this Chanukah will give a 
brilliantly illuminated message that we are united in the 
face of evil, and unwavering in our support for the people 
of Israel.  

So, I conclude with a parable I was told recently: a group 
of students wanted to drive out the darkness of suffering 
and pain in the world. They went to their Rabbi for 
advice. “Take a broom,” he suggested, “and sweep the 
darkness from the basement.” It did no good. “Then take 
sticks,” advised the Rabbi, “and beat out the darkness.”  
That did no good either. “Shout and yell at the darkness,” 
said the Rabbi, “and order it to leave at once.” That, too, 
was unsuccessful. 

“And now,” he said, “Light a candle.” And the darkness 
was swept away. 

 Natalie & I wish you all Chag Urim Same’ach - a 
very Happy Chanukah!
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your life – I am going to share  with you some of the 
things I have been privileged to experience, to give 
you a flavour of this very special couple.

Rabbi Adrian and Rebbetzen Pamela you took up 
your post some 16 years ago, and Harvey and I  have 
been fortunate to work closely with you for many 
of those years, we have both been on the board 
of management, Vice President, and President – so 
perhaps we know you better than most. 

Harvey was president at the time  you arrived in 
Bournemouth, and I was  tasked with giving your 
future home in Bath Hill Court, a much - needed 
face lift. Unfortunately, the renovations were not 
completed until moments before Rabbi Adrian 
arrived - finding me sweeping up the rubble and 
hoovering - I’m sure he thought I was the cleaner! 

Pamela, you arrived like a whirlwind the following 
day, with some 150 boxes, and we all just clicked. 
I couldn’t quite catch all that you were saying – 
you moved from one topic to another with great 
speed and  I was always one step behind - but  our 
friendship has blossomed over the years, and I know 
that it will continue no matter where life takes you.

Those early days were marked by an enthusiasm 
to get to know and understand our community – a 
provincial Rabbi and Rebbetzen leading a provincial 
community – you got us - your willingness to 
distinguish between minhag and Halacha endeared 
you to us all. 

We were charmed by your humility - and Pamela, 
we connected with you - your special brand of 
humour together with your insistence that you be 
called Pamela and not Rebbetzen, was engaging.  
I think you earned the title of Rebbetzen a long  
time ago.

You made yourselves accessible to all  the 
community  – Rabbi on your first visit to 
Bournemouth you assured us you would be available 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You were true to your 
word - you have dedicated yourselves to this kehila 
often sacrificing time with your own family. Not 
surprisingly your home became  a haven for so many 
– you created a non-judgemental space ready to listen 
and offer wise counsel to all.

Together you have continued to work 7 days a 
week, involved in every aspect of BHC - no matter 
how unwell you were at times - never complaining, 
never compromising  - guided by your faith in God 
and always putting your community first –– returning 
early from trips to London for treatment, or breaks 
away, planning and rearranging holidays, sacrificing 
family time  to undertake Rabbinic duties, rather than 
delegate to others – you are an inspiration. 

Over the years Rabbi you have kept us focussed, 
striving to maintain our place as the foremost 
Jewish Shul in Bournemouth – The fact that BHC 

A TRIBUTE FROM DR JOSIE LIPSITH
It is my pleasure and privilege to welcome you all 
here today  to celebrate Rabbi Adrian and Rebbetzen 
Pamela’s wonderful contribution to our Kehillah. 
We are delighted to have your dear family here 
celebrating with us, special welcome to Elie and 
Emily, and grandsons  Louis, Ikey, and Toby. Lilian and 
Gareth and grandson Eithan. Danny and Limor and 
granddaughter Talya.

Although delighted to be asked to pay tribute to 
our esteemed Rabbi and Rebbetzen – it is also a  
huge responsibility – how do I condense 16 years  
into 10 minutes. 

Do I mention the almost a thousand  shabbat 
services, the several thousand daily services, the many 
Yom Tovim - the hundreds of funerals, Shivas and 
stone settings - or the Pesach preparations, Seder 
nights, welfare visits, the weekly Rabbi’s clinics, 
Religious committee meetings, the hours and hours 
of counselling and support, comforting the bereaved, 
the poorly, the confused or just sad. 

What about Meet and Munch, or the many 
charity coffee mornings, New Members evenings, 
and afternoon teas for our elderly, and the endless 
entertaining on Shabbat and Yomtov? 

For someone who considers herself not to be a 
balabosta – an awful lot of food is prepared and 
cooked by the Rebbetzen and delivered to members 
of the community. 

Should I talk about the Rabbi’s preparation  of 
at least a thousand  sermons, the many lilmod, 
Hespeds, and Adult Ed lectures – given by both of 
you? Or your Role, Rabbi, as Registrar and the many  
weddings, Bar and Bat mitzvahs, and the rarer baby 
blessings  you have officiated at? Or the Rabbi’s role 
as Headmaster of our Cheder, and the Rebbetzen’s 
teaching of our Bat mitzvah girls? Or how much time 
has been spent shomering both for our own shul and 
charity functions. Or the Rabbi’s position as hospital 
Chaplain, or his honour to act  as Chaplain for our 
very own Bournemouth Mayor, Anne Filer, or his role 
as Honorary Rabbi and Kashrut Supervisor at Hannah 
Levy for so many years, or being a member of 
Bournemouth’s multi-faith committee, or our Rabbi 
and Rebbetzen’s dignified presence representing 
us at the town’s secular events. Or perhaps I should 
mention the Rebbetzen’s endless summer nights 
at the Mikvah ensuring all our visitors can be 
accommodated. Oh, and Shabbat UK – the fun of the 
Rebbetzen’s Challah Bakes and so much more.  

The list is seemingly endless – and I am sure to have 
missed something – I am breathless just reading it 
all – never mind doing it - and yet it has been known 
for the odd person to ask - what do they do all day? 
Who’d be a Rabbi and Rebbetzen?!

I am sure many of you will have stories of how 
Rabbi Adrian and  Rebbetzen Pamela have touched 

Continued on next page
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offers regular daily services; Shacharit, Mincha and 
Maariv in an age when other shuls struggle to do so, 
ensuring our members and visitors can say Kaddish 
when the need arises, is largely due your to your 
efforts, and the strength of your relationship with, 
and understanding of the needs of our visitors.

Under your direction Rabbi, BHC offers  a  
Judaism that is humanistic, empathic, and sensitive at 
the same time as being staunchly traditional  
and halachic. 

Hospital visiting is a staple pastoral duty – and if 
the office knows you are in hospital – Adrian and 
Pamela will visit you anywhere at any time – at a 
moment’s notice they will be there – to offer comfort, 
to do whatever is needed.  

Some years ago, I was working at St Annes – a 
psychiatric hospital in Poole –  one patient was an 
elderly lady from London who had been sectioned.  
On learning I was Jewish – she became distressed and 
was apologetic for not having attended shul, for not 
observing the religion as she felt she should - I asked 
the Rabbi if he would visit - It was a locked ward , 
and quite intimidating to see patients in such obvious 
anguish –  when we entered the day room this dear 
lady was bent over clutching her knees, rocking 
backwards and forwards – we sat down beside her - 
Adrian spoke softly, asking if he should say a prayer 
– she nodded - and then she started to sing Hava 
Nagilla – Adrian joined in - she held out her hand - he 
took it – they began to sing and dance slowly round 
the room  – the room grew quiet  and gradually 
other patients moved towards the dancing pair and 
joined in  – something very special was happening 
as these isolated souls began to connect with Adrian 
and with  each other.

This  ability  to adapt to changing circumstances 
and situations is demonstrated  in the way Adrian 
conducts funeral’s and stone settings  – he manages 
somehow to carry out each family’s wishes 
irrespective of their level of observance, he captures 
the essence of the deceased by talking patiently 
to their loved ones, and assess those attending, 
to deliver an appropriate service, whether it be in 
English, Hebrew or a mixture of both - making it 
meaningful for all. 

At BHC we will enable any Jewish person to have 
a Jewish burial  regardless of their circumstances – 
Adrian has been instrumental in helping achieve this, 
often sourcing  the extra funds, and negotiating with 
Simon Head and the various authorities to make  
this possible.  

Some years ago, we were approached by a 
gentleman whose wife was terminally ill – they were 
not affiliated to any shul – but his wife wanted  a 
Jewish funeral. Working closely with Adrian we  
were able to provide this, and she was duly buried  
at Throop . 

 A year later, with no friends or family the husband 
arrived alone for the stone setting – sadly we did 
not have a minyan - rather than stand at the lectern, 
Rabbi Adrian placed chairs in a circle in the centre of 
the Ohel and we sat close together - the appropriate 
prayers were said in English, and we listened as the 
husband spoke about his beloved wife - and reflected 
on their life together- she was at peace and so was he 
– having been able to fulfil his wife’s last wish.

During Covid official restrictions prevented large 
attendances at stone settings and funerals - as 
president I represented BHC and, together with 
Rabbi Adrian,  attend them all - these were some of 
the most moving services it has been my privilege to 
attend – on occasions where family members lived 
abroad, or were too unwell to attend  there were 
no other mourners - the families can be comforted 
by the fact that Rabbi Adrian ensured that each was 
conducted with great dignity and respect, no detail 
was missed.

I have witnessed so many acts of kindness over 
the years - I recall one erev Pesach, before BJSS and 
our own Shul shop were in existence - bumping 
into Rabbi Jesner in Tesco juggling several boxes 
of Matzah and holding the last two frozen kosher 
chickens aloft  – like a man on a mission - he had 
spent yet another a long day delivering Pesach 
supplies to those unable to access them, and was just 
about to go home and get ready for the approaching 
festival – when he received a last minute request - he 
was making a final supermarket dash to ensure all 
who wanted could have a kosher Pesach. 

 He has  continued that tradition to this day, 
providing welfare often at his and Pamela’s  
own expense.

During Covid Rabbi Adrian was an enormous 
support to me personally in my role as president. In 
those unprecedented times – there was so much to 
do – supporting the community both spiritually and 
emotionally – Adrian adapted to the new normal, 
within days he was delivering  Zoom Services – and 
our telephone buddy system was in operation, this 
was the glue that held our community together 
during those difficult times. 

We have all received personal phone calls  from the 
Rabbi -  telephoning each member of the community 
- whether it be to wish us Good Yom Tov, Happy 
Birthday or to check we were all doing ok during 
Covid – hours of time devoted to each of us.  

The Rabbi’s weekly surgery and your ever open-
door policy has provided a safe haven for many - 
quietly, discreetly, kindly: restoring lost equilibrium 
and thus dignity to troubled souls. 

I know you are both particularly proud of having 
been founding members of “Meet and Munch”, with 
Thelma Cowan  – you were there at its inception, and 
together were determined to see it thrive under Brian 

Continued from previous page

A tribute from Dr Josie Lipsith (continued)

Continued on page 9
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Farewell Tea for Rabbi Adrian and  
Rebbetzen Pamela Jesner 

On the afternoon of Sunday 29 October the Thelma 
Cowan Hall was packed with Congregants and well 
wishers who had assembled to pay tribute to Rabbi 
Adrian and Rebbetzen Pamela Jesner on the occasion 
of their retirement, having served as spiritual leaders of 
our Congregation for over 15 years. We were delighted 
to welcome their family who travelled down especially 
for the celebrations – Adrian’s son Elie, his wife Emily 
and their sons Louis, Ikey and Toby, Adrian’s daughter 
Lilian, her husband Gareth and their son Ethan, and 
Pamela’s son Danny together with his wife Limor and 
their daughter Talya. 

Master of Ceremonies for the occasion was BCHC 
Chair Simon Lurie, who as well as introducing all the 
speakers, spent the afternoon circulating a book in 
which Congregants were invited to write their own 
personal messages to the Jesners; this was handed to 
them at the end of the afternoon’s proceedings. 

It was fitting that Dr. Josie Lipsith was asked to pay 
tribute to the Jesners’ many achievements during their 
time in office, as Harvey had been the Shul President at 
the time of their arrival in Bournemouth, Josie was our 
first female President during the Covid lockdowns, and 
the two families have since become very good friends 
as well as work colleagues. Josie’s heartfelt and sincere 
tribute is reproduced separately here. Ivor Weintroub 

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩

followed with a brief vote of thanks on behalf of the 
Senior Trustees. All present were then treated to a 
delicious tea prepared by the Guild. 

Following the tea presentations were made; Marilyn 
Dexter presented Pamela with a photo frame from 
Bournemouth Golda Emunah as a token of thanks for all 
her years of serving on the Committee and supporting 
their functions. Mahir Ozdamar then presented Rabbi 
Jesner with an album of photos – a ‘This is Your Life’ of 
some of the many events which took place during their 
years of ministry in Bournemouth. And finally Stephen 
White made a presentation of a silver covered shofar, 
noting that the shofar had recently been adopted as the 
symbol of the newly branded BCHC.

The afternoon ended with a speech from the 
Rabbi, in which he thanked the many individuals and 
organisations – too many to list here! - who had worked 
with them over the years to ensure the smooth running 
of the Congregation and facilitate the innovations 
which they had introduced. He ended by wishing 
everybody well for the future, and with a prayer for a 
prompt end to the current hostilities in Israel and lasting 
peace for the whole House of Israel.
We wish Rabbi Adrian and Rebbetzen Pamela a 
long, happy and healthy retirement.

Anne Ozdamar
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Q Where can you still find a local optician who will see you personally 
amd look after your eye care needs from sight test to the dispense?

A Dexter’s Opticians, where you will be seen by the same optician 
every time, who cares about offering you a service, and who won’t 

be happy until you are completely happy.
Mr Dexter has over 40 years of experience as an optometrist, and through ongoing 
training is up to date with all the advancements in modern eye care.

The health of your eyes is our concern.

Dexter’s Opticians,
63, Southbourne Grove, BH6 3QU  

(opposite Sainsbury’s).
Please call 01202 424491 for an appointment to see

Mr Bernie Dexter, BSc,
FCOptom, FBOA, FBCO, FACLP

Dexter’s Opticians
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and Katrina’s steerage. It is humbling, Rabbi, to see 
you serve meals to our guests – they so appreciate 
your kindness and are touched by your humility.

I have spoken primarily about the Rabbi so far – 
Pamela’s turn now.

Despite admitting to having “fallen” into the job 
of  Rebbetzen – you have made the role  your own –  
your  immense warmth, your zany humour, and your 
care – have endeared you to all.

I remember you telling me, that one self-styled 
Balabosta who, having been entertained by you for 
a second time, commented that you were getting 
better at it – I wonder what she thinks now?!

 I have seen at first hand the impact  of your 
welfare visits on members  who, when we arrive are 
sad, worried, and fearful of the future - somehow  
you lighten lives and lift their spirits leaving them in a 
much better place.

You make endless calls to the bereaved, the unwell, 
those who have come home from hospital, or just to 
check in on someone you are concerned about - and 
the Rabbi delivers your delicious home cooked meals  
– to anyone you feel needs a boost.

Your energy has never faltered despite the 
personal challenges you faced - in reflecting on 
those difficult times you simply said It was “God’s 
will” – never a moment of self-pity - your belief is 
unshakable – and inspiring.

Pamela your self-effacing and self-deprecating 
manner endears you to all - You are always surprised 
by how popular you are  - even in the planning  
of this tea you doubted whether anyone would  
turn up!

You are astonished by how many ladies come to 
your talks, whether it be Yom Kippur, Girls Aloud, 
or Adult ED – you are always well prepared and 
encourage as many ladies as possible to share their 
stories and join in. We know, with your special brand 
of humour, it’s going to be fun. Making people laugh 
is your very special way of connecting.

You joke with me that you are only 50% normal 
– and you laugh when I say that much! We are all 
loosely wrapped - it’s the human condition.

You have opened your home to the community 
-  I’ve lost count of how many teas, Friday night, 
Shabbat and Yom Tov meals  you and the Rabbi have 
prepared and  hosted, not just for esteemed visitors 
but for the elderly and frail of our community, for the 
lonely and the disaffected - you welcome everyone – 
and - if you hear someone wants or feels they should 
be invited – you invite them – not wanting to upset 
anyone. You are humble, funny, and kind. 

There has been no aspect  of the community that 
you did not want to be involved in, from being 
Vice President of the Ladies Guild – (even though 
initially Thelma would not let you talk!) – to being 
a member of the Tahara Team, and yet you have 
been astounded at the community’s response to your 
leaving  and surprised that I am not the only one 
who tells you - you are simply the best, most involved 
Rebbetzen Bournemouth has ever had.

As a couple you care deeply about each other, you 
appreciate each other’s strengths and acknowledge 
the weaknesses, you can see the world from the 
others perspective - and although you may do things 
differently, you are totally supportive of, and loyal to 
each other. You are a team. You so obviously have fun 
with, and love and respect each other - Bournemouth 
has benefited greatly from your being here.

Thank you for being our Rabbi and Rebbetzen 
for the last 16 years, for guiding us through the 
cycle of our lives, for sharing our simchas and our 
challenging times, for being our friend and for caring 
deeply about us – and for always doing what you felt 
was right - we owe you a huge debt of gratitude – 
without you, life in Bournemouth will not be  
the same.

Thank you, dear Pamela, and Adrian for walking 
life’s journey with us all these years.

May you truly enjoy and cherish this new phase in 
your life with your dear children and grandchildren – 
wherever it takes you.

Postscript – when I read this speech to Harvey – he 
said he felt bereft at your leaving.

Continued from page 6

A tribute from Dr Josie Lipsith (continued)

At the last AGM it was agreed that the Menorah 
Suite be renamed the Thelma Cowan Hall in memory 
of the late beloved Chairman of the Bournemouth 
Hebrew Ladies Guild, Thelma Cowan, BEM.

The plaque shown has been placed at the entrance 
to the hall.

THELMA COWAN 
HALL 



~10~

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩
✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩ 

✩ 
✩ 

✩

TEA AT THE MAYOR'S PARLOUR
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This year the Congregation is again honoured 
with the election of Councillor Anne Filer, 
a member, as the Honourable Mayor of 
Bournemouth. Anne was first elected the Mayor 
in 2008, having followed her husband Michael, 
who was elected the Mayor of Bournemouth 
in 1984 and since elected an Alderman of the 
Borough, now serving as her consort. 

Their service to the Borough and its citizens is 
something that the Congregants can be proud 
of, as being unique in the history of the Borough 
to date, although in the recent past two other 
members, Benny Grower and Councillor Lawrence 
Williams have been honoured to serve as Mayors.

The Mayor, on 23rd October 2023 invited 
Rabbi Adrian and Rebetzen Pamela Jesner, and 
representatives of the Congregation to afternoon 
tea in the Mayor’s Parlour. 

There we were greeted by Anne and Michael. 
We were then able to take in the splendour of 
the portraits and artefacts that are displayed in 
the parlour whilst partaking of tea and cakes, the 
latter being homemade by the Mayor!

During the tea Jeff Brown the Mayor’s 
Macebearer/Chauffeur gave a colourful history 
and biography of some of the portraits on the 
wall of the founders of the Borough including 
Captain Tregonwell and the Russell-Coates, as 
well as the history of the Town Hall from a ‘niche’ 
Hotel to its present use. 

Thereafter Jeff Brown took us to the impressive 
Council Chamber which was purpose built, for 
Bournemouth Borough Council which now serves 
as the Council Chamber for BPC Council members 
that meet under the Chairmanship of the leader 
of that Council, as well as serving for meetings 
of Bournemouth Councillors, the latter still being 
chaired by Anne as Mayor of Bournemouth. Jeff’s 
explanation, and willingness to answer questions 
was greatly appreciated by all of us.

Of course when Anne was first Mayor her 
Chaplain was Rabbi Adrian Jesner. It was fitting 
that on this second occasion, Anne’s Chaplain 
and our Spiritual leader should again be Anne’s 
Chaplain, Rabbi Adrian Jesner; a matter of weeks 
before his well-earned retirement. 

The event therefore had even more meaning 
and significance for Anne and Michael and to all 
of us representing the Congregation.

The generosity of Anne and Michael, Mrs Hazel 
Randall, the Mayor’s Secretary and her staff 
for making the occasion memorable cannot be 
overstated. We wish that the remainder of Anne’s 
year as Mayor shall bring Michael and her great 
success and happiness. 

The Congregation now looks forward to the 
Civic Service in December when the Congregation 
can celebrate the honour given to Anne and give 
tribute to Bournemouth our home.

Ivor Weintroub
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A TALK AT MEET N MUNCH 
Hadassa Cowland Goldberg is the eldest grandchild of 
our own Jane Cowland. She has over 25,000 followers on 
Instagram and she is a natural public speaker. She lives 
and works in Carmei Gat on the outskirts of Ashkelon, 
30 kilometres from the Gazan border. She has embarked 
on a tour of UK Jewish communities, beginning with 
Bournemouth, to speak about “My October 7th”.  

Hadassa began her talk with a minute’s silence for those 
who have lost their lives so far in the conflict.

She then continued to describe to us what it is like 
to live in constant fear of rockets being fired at your 
neighbourhood. How it feels to be constantly running to 
the shelters, hearing the rockets overhead, and usually 
hearing the boom of the iron dome destroying it before it 
had a chance to reach its destination.  

On October 7th, however, this time it was different. The 
rockets kept coming. At some stage, the building opposite 
her home took a direct hit and was destroyed. Despite 
it being Shabbat and Simchat Torah, Hadassa’s husband 
Daniel decided that they had to look at the phone. About 
an hour later, he received a call to go and join his unit, 
leaving his young family to cope alone, and Hadassa as a 
temporary single mum. 

Hadassah described her life under attack in a powerful 
and emotional way. She said that what happened is too 
much even for our ears to hear, never mind for our eyes to 
see. She used to go to Be’eri frequently and she interacted 

with the 
soldiers there, 
making 
barbeques 
for them, 
providing 
anything that 
they might 
need. She 
personally 
knew many 
of those who 
were murdered on that black day 
in our history, and she has attended nine funerals.

Everybody present was extremely moved by Hadassa’s 
presentation. Her first-hand account was so much more 
meaningful than all the videos that we have been 
bombarded with in the past three weeks. The whole 
Jewish nation has been in a state of mutual trauma since 
the attacks. We have all felt the pain, but Hadassa’s pain 
is more personal, a lived experience that we all pray will 
never be repeated.  

Kol Hakavod to Hadassa for coming and sharing her 
story with us.  It is something that none of us will ever 
forget. If anyone would like to make a donation please 
contact Jane Cowland.

Marilyn Dexter 
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I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for 
the generous donations made by the Bournemouth 
community. These thoughtful contributions have not 
only touched my heart but hopefully will also make 
a significant impact on the lives of the many people 
suffering in Israel.

In a world where compassion and kindness often 
shines a light in times of darkness, the donations are a 
beacon of hope for us all in these troubled times.

The selfless act of donating reflects the true spirit 
of humanity and community. The willingness of the 
Bournemouth community to extend a helping hand 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS
to those in need has not gone unnoticed. It is through 
the collective efforts of individuals and communities 
like ours that we can hopefully create a stronger, more 
caring society.

These donations were taken to Gift in London and 
have been sent to Israel.

The support shown by the Bournemouth community 
as a whole is priceless; thank you very much once again – 
Am Yisrael Chai!

Michele Perry

Boxes included among other things first aid, diverse 
toiletries, toys, nappies, women’s hygiene articles, 
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing.

A van was hired and the boxed and labelled donations 
were packed on board by Michele and David Perry, Mahir 
Ozdamar, Mier Cohen, Aviran Reuven and Celia and Brian 
Bradley, the latter with David Perry driving the van to 
London. Michele Perry followed in their car with Celia 
Bradley to GIFT in Hendon. Here they were asked to thank 
everyone in Bournemouth for their amazing generosity.  
The donations were sent a week later to Israel for 
distribution to those in desperate need.
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Sincere thanks for those who generously defrayed the cost of 
hiring the van; Brian & Celia Bradley, Barbara Lurie, David & 
Michele Perry and Janice Strachan

My dear amazing Mum, Valerie who has been strongly 
fighting cancer this last year, is the most kind, thoughtful 
and special woman I know. Mum deserves all the happiness 
in the world. Married many happy years to my wonderful 
Dad, Melvin, I decided to raise funds for the two of them 
to enjoy a trip away for their 47th!! anniversary this 
November. I recently ran the Bournemouth Half Marathon, 
my #Run4Mum as a symbol for my admiration and 
unconditional love for her. It was the most emotional run 
yet, for so many reasons. It was truly special to see Mum 
and the family at the finish line. 

My goal was to raise as much as I could to support her, 
and to give my parents the chance to enjoy something 
very special together. Donations up to £1,272 were 
received. We are overwhelmed, and the kindness and 
generosity from family and friends is appreciated, more 
than words could ever say. Mum and Dad were able to 
enjoy a fantastic cruise around the UK, and have also 
donated to the Hospital Departments who helped and 
cared for Mum throughout her treatment. 

No words can describe how much I love you Mum, and 
Dad for your never-ending support and strength. Let's 
fight this, keep smiling & stay strong together. Thank 
you every one who has not only joined us in supporting 
this cause, but for your friendship and support for Mum 
within our cherished Jewish Community. 
With love, your daughter, 

Hayley xx
Despite the unexpected heat Hayley was able 
to complete the run in just over 2 hours -a huge 
accomplishment!

#Run4Mum
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It was a room full of heavy hearts that met at the 
home of Jane Cowland on 25th October. The meeting 
had been planned many weeks ago with a completely 
different topic to be discussed. Due to the events in 
Israel, the topic was changed so that we spoke of the 
only thing that was on everybody’s mind – Israel.

To a group of over 30 women, 
our speaker was Roni Levy who is 
a niece to both Jane Cowland and 
Anne Filer. She is a proud Israeli who 
has been living in the UK for many 
years with her husband Ben and her 
two children. Roni started by playing 
a message that she had received 
from her cousin in the moshav of 
Be’eri which was one of the villages 
of about 1,000 people that was 
directly attacked by Hamas on  
7th October.

Her cousin said that the family 
were OK, they were all together and 
managing. Roni described how they 
survived, and how heroic her husband had been, both 
shooting the terrorists and rescuing people at the 
same time. His parents had both died.

Roni’s message was that we need to be angry 
and we need to speak out.  We need to give Israel 
a voice in the outside world.  We need to hold the 
media to account and not let them get away with 
the falsehoods that are being peddled, even by 
mainstream media.

This discussion was opened up to the floor and 
many people spoke about how they felt.  Liz Harris 
read out a very interesting and enlightening article 

written by Joshua Rosenberg about a debate in the 
House of Lords. It gave chapter and verse about the 
legality of a country defending itself against attack. It 
was interesting because it was an absolute justification 
of Israel’s response to the heinous attack. It has been 
well within the terms of engagement set out in law.  

Listening to the media would have 
us all believe that Israel’s response 
has been ‘disproportionate’ as they 
so love to tell us. According to the 
law, it has been appropriate rather 
than disproportionate.  

We had several Israelis in the 
room, one of whom had escaped 
the carnage of Ofakim and has 
come to bring her small children 
to their grandparents for safety.  
Everybody who spoke did so 
eloquently and emotionally. There 
was a huge feeling of camaraderie 
and mutual support.

To think, a few weeks ago, Israel 
was a nation divided, collapsing in on itself with huge 
political divisions and turmoil. Now we are one nation 
again, Am Echad im Lev Echad.

We all pray that this terrible catastrophe that has 
befallen out people and our nation will be speedily at 
an end without further bloodshed. We can but pray!  
There will have to be a new reality in Israel.  Who knows 
what the future holds, but one thing is certain, it will 
never be the same again.  

Am Yisrael Chai!

Marilyn Dexter

Roni Levy and Marilyn Dexter

The £250 raised at the evening was donated to Hatzolah in Israel
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GIRLS ALLOWED
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IN THE HEART OF THE NEW FOREST
Across the heathlands of the New Forest, with its ponies, 
and driving down through the leafy residential areas, 
Jane Victor, her Israeli grand-daughter, Hadassah, and 
her two children arrived in Brockenhurst. Well, there is 
nothing extraordinary about that, you may think.

But this was a very special meeting. Cynthia Wilson, 
with whom I have spent much time, over the years, 
conversing about life, Hashem and everything in-
between, welcomed Jane and her family to her home, 
together with eighteen Christian friends and others  
on Zoom. They had all gathered to hear about 
Hadassah's experiences, when the slaughter began  
on 7 October 2023.

Cynthia began with a heart-felt prayer.

In this informal session, Hadassah began by singing 
Psalm 121, in Ivrit, translating into English, as she 
continued. She talked about her home in agricultural 
Netivot, thirty kilometres from Gaza and how it gave 
her the opportunity to do voluntary work regarding the 
soldiers on the border with Gaza. She uses social media 
to raise money, which enables her to help the elite 
Maglan Unit, a reconnaissance arm of the IDF, based 
near Kibbutz Be'eri. 

At 06:30, Hadassah's family immediately went into 
the meimad, the safe-room in her home, as the sirens 
wailed across the northern Negev. She explained that 
she always makes sure that the steel shutter is pulled 
across the window and that the door is closely securely. 
As it was the Sabbath and also Simchat Torah, the family 
were not using their phones. 

They realised that to have several sirens one after 
another was highly unusual and particularly without 
hearing the Iron Dome taking out the rockets. With 
human life being the most important aspect of Judaism, 
they decided to turn on their phones and discovered 
that 2,700 rockets had already been fired from Gaza. 

During the morning, Hadassah explained about the 
missiles being sent from Gaza, which are full of glass, 
explosives and shrapnel, designed to explode and harm 
wherever they fall. She detailed how the Iron Dome  
is aimed to take out the majority of the missiles, but  
with several thousand sent on the first day, this  
was impossible.

Aware that Hamas had not previously sent out their 
usual psychologically difficult messages, warning the 
Israeli population that they would be attacking Israel, 
Hadassdah and her husband realised that something was 
very different this time. They were first relieved to see 
a video on their phones, showing soldiers in Sderot. To 
their horror, they then realised that this was not the IDF 
coming to the rescue. This was Hamas terrorism coming 
through the town and Gaza border area. "Guns, rocket 

launchers, death in their eyes." They could not process 
this latest information. "How did they get in? I can't 
begin to describe how scared we felt." There was no 
governmental news coming through, at this point.

All of a sudden a tremendous roar shattered the air. 
The children began screaming hysterically Hadassah 
recounted that "they have not been the same since." 
When it was safe to do so, they opened their front door 
and found dust and smoke everywhere. Her neighbours' 
house opposite had disappeared. Ambulances and 
firemen arrived. The owners survived, having been inside 
their meimad. 

They later found out that 3000 Hamas terrorists 
had crossed the border and wiped out the border IDF 
members at the army base. This is about twenty-five 
minutes drive from Hadassah's home. The terrorists then 
entered Sderot, taking over the police station, so no calls 
for help were heeded. 

Their intention was to take over the whole city. 
Meanwhile many hundreds of 'ordinary' Palestinian 
'civilians' crossed into Israel and many were also 
responsible for the killings, raping, looting, burning and 
kidnapping of Israelis and foreign workers.

Hadassah's husband got called up that day. Hadassah's 
only weapon of defence was a kitchen knife, though she 
explained that she has now applied for a gun licence. 
She spoke about the Jews being the top of the list,  
but next will be other religions, infidels, according to 
Islamic rhetoric.  

After explaining the situation, many people in the 
room individually recited aloud their personal prayers.  
This was a very powerful, heart-connecting moment, 
with Jews and pro-Israel Christians supporting each other 
with a warm energy, that was experienced by all present.

 
Rosalind Schogger

Cynthia (standing in photo)
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There was a ‘full house’ in 
the Menorah Suite on Sunday 
morning 5th November. 

Well over one hundred people 
came to listen to what Tobias 
Ellwood MP for Bournemouth East 
had to say about the Israel/Gaza 
situation. There were photographs 
of the hostages displayed on the 
stage, surrounding both him and 
the chair of the event, Stephen 
White. 

In his opening remarks Mr Ellwood told us that  
the last time he had seen a display such as this, 
mounted by people seeking family or friends, was 
when there was a terrorist bombing in Bali which 
had killed his brother. 

Moreover, he added, that he was quite disgusted 
that in London some of these photographs had  
been defaced.

The diverse Bournemouth Jewish congregations 
were well represented. Additionally, there were 
many non-Jewish supporters of Israel, as well as 
Israelis living in Bournemouth. Remarkably, but sadly, 
In the audience there was also a gentleman whose 
cousins are being held hostage in Gaza!

Stephen White ably chaired the proceedings, but 
surprisingly Mr Ellwood admitted to being nervous 
about facing the audience!

A wide variety of questions were asked – such 
as,”Where is the Red Cross? Why aren’t they seeing 
the hostages?”. “Why are demonstrations allowed 
which call for Jihad?” There was also great concern 
that a large Palestinian rally was planned in London on 
Remembrance Day, which showed complete disrespect 
for those whose memory we commemorate. 

Furthermore, why was Israel always expected to 
show more restraint than other countries despite the 
horrific massacre to which it was responding? He also 
said that as a Military man, without going into details, 
he would have suggested a different strategy.

It was not unexpected that there were no real 
answers to the questions put forward. However Tobias 
Ellwood did promise to take up some of the issues with 
the appropriate Government Ministers. 

Josephine Jackson

QUESTION TIME WITH THE  
RT HON TOBIAS ELLWOOD MP
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TAKING ON THE CHALLENGE
On a sunny October weekend, our daughter Leonie 
joined over 30 participants to complete the South Downs 
Challenge for the Future Dreams Breast Cancer charity.  

This was a gruelling 21km trek of testing, undulating 
terrain rewarded by stunning coastal views across Beachy 
Head and Leonie raised over £1,600 in donations to help 
support and expand the work done by the charity. Future 
Dreams, based in a pink-painted building in Kings Cross is 
the only dedicated Breast Cancer support centre in the UK 
offering support group meetings, therapies, classes and 
research and has teamed with medical professionals and 
celebrity ambassadors and brands. 

It was started 15 years ago by a Jewish mother and 
daughter who believed that no-one should face breast 
cancer alone. It welcomes all women, many of them 
Jewish, and many from different ethnic backgrounds where 
there are few other support networks.   

Last May, shortly before her 27th birthday Leonie found 
a lump in her breast. The hope was that it would be 
benign and nothing serious as she was so young. The stark 
reality was that she was diagnosed with breast cancer and 
would need an operation, 3 months of chemotherapy, 
radiotherapy and other treatments.  

Leonie started attending a Future Dreams 'Life after 
breast cancer' support group early in her treatment and 
found it so helpful being surrounded by other women 
experiencing the same thing in such a kind and nurturing 
environment. 

She has now been asked by the charity to be one of their 
Young Ambassadors, to support other young sufferers. 
Many women are considerably older when diagnosed and 
there are few support networks for younger women.

The past year has been a massive struggle both physically 
and emotionally, leaving her drained, sad, confused and 
questioning so many things. She has shown immense 
courage and resilience, continuing to work as a primary 
school teacher in London, and we are grateful to family 
and friends and Chai Cancer Care who have supported her 
and us along this journey.

Mandy and Mark Glazer
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The wedding of Alexander Rein, son of David and 
Diane Rein, grandson of Corinne Rein, to Isabel 
Young, daughter of Julie Young, took place in Cedar 
Grove, New Jersey USA on 10th September 2023.

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩
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Golda Meir, then Prime Minister of Israel, appealed to the 
Americans for support, but Henry Kissinger the Secretary of State 
told her that America would not replenish Israel’s armaments if 
Israel made a preemptive strike as it had done at the beginning 
of the Six Day War. 

Golda recognised that this would be fatal and forbade  
her Generals to take such action, though this resulted in  
an increased loss of life, and the loss of 97 aircraft on the  
first day.

On the Golan Heights Israel had a few tanks, and reserve forces 
were sent to supplement them. Although they faced a vastly 
greater number of Syrian tanks they fought furiously, and by 
11th October the Syrians were in trouble and appealed to Egypt 
for help. Israel then knocked out 250 of the Egyptian tanks that 
were sent to help. 

In Egypt General Sharon decided to cross the canal and cut off 
the 3rd Egyptian army denying them food and water. This led to 
negotiations toward resupplying this army and a cease fire.

Although Israel survived the war the consequences for  
the country were devastating. 2,500 troops had died and 15,000 
were wounded and almost every Israeli family had been affected. 

A commission of enquiry was established which exonerated the 
Prime Minister and Moshe Dayan but was critical of the leaders 
of the army for their unpreparedness, and the leader of the 
intelligence community for ignoring information from a source 
in Egypt and for underestimating the strength of the Egyptian 
armies. 

In the years that followed the IDF developed new armaments, 
including advanced missile technology, whilst political changes 
were led by voters looking for leaders committed to security.    

Peter Malpas
Chair Bournemouth Council of Christians and Jews

Ivor, a former District Judge, has studied Military History and 
gave the CCJ Bournemouth & Wessex branch a fascinating 
insight into the causes and consequences of the Yom Kippur 
war which broke out on 6th October 1973 – the 10th of Tishrei 
in the Jewish calendar. Little did we realise that evening that on 
7th October another deadly enemy would launch a shocking 
attack on the civilian population of Southern Israel.

In the Six Day War of 1967 Israel had taken the whole of 
the Sinai desert, the West Bank (Judea and Samaria), and the 
Golan Heights, and Egypt and Syria were anxious to recover the 
territories that they had lost.

Under President Nasser of Egypt a war of attrition continued 
until his death in 1970 after which Anwar Sadat became 
President of Egypt. Sadat wanted to recover the Sinai by 
negotiation, but was prepared to go to war if necessary and 
built up his army with Soviet armaments. 

The Israeli Knesset insisted on a Peace deal and would not 
negotiate a withdrawal from the Sinai although Moshe Dayan, 
then defense minister, recommended a pull back to 20 miles 
from the Suez Canal. So in 1973 Sadat agreed with Assad of 
Syria to attack Israel simultaneously. However, each leader  
had different aims for going to war and their strategies  
were uncoordinated.

Israel was unprepared for war. It believed that the IDF was 
unbeatable yet had not updated its armaments and lacked 
missiles. It had no defensive strategy apart from the Bar Lev line, 
a string of forts along the East side of the Suez canal. 

These were manned by only 500 troops on the assumption 
that they could hold an attack until reinforcements could arrive 
following mobilization which would take 48 hours. In the event 
80,000 Egyptian soldiers crossed the canal unexpectedly and 
overwhelmed all but one of the forts.

BOURNEMOUTH COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS 
AND JEWS – A TALK BY IVOR WEINTROUB 

ON 4TH OCTOBER 2023 
‘The Yom Kippur War – 50 Years On’

RABBI ADRIAN AND PAMELA JESNER want to thank 
you all for your kindness and support over the last 
15 years and 8 months. During our last month we 
received masses of cards, good wishes, emails, phone 
calls, visits asking us to stay and many wonderful 
gifts. We are very touched and surprised by all  
these gestures.
We pray that Almighty G-d will bring peace to Israel 
and watch over the brave IDF.

LEVEY - Adrian would like to thank everyone who 
sent cards of good wishes and gifts on the occasion 
of his 80th Birthday. He also thanks the Bournemouth 
Hebrew Guild for preparing the Kiddush and 
presenting him with a lovely Birthday Cake.

RUBENSTEIN - Louisa, Adrian, Tracy and families 

would like to express their gratitude to our wonderful 
Community for the many messages of sympathy 
and acts of kindness on the passing of our beloved 
husband, father and grandfather. We would also like 
to thank our many dear friends who supported Harold 
through his final illness. Thank you all.

TOBIAS - Barbara thanks everyone who sent cards and 
made phone calls of good wishes on the occasion of 
her recent “Special Birthday”- 89 Plus 1.

WAINER - Eta and Gerald wish to thank family and 
friends for their cards, flowers and donations to 
various charities received on the occasion of their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary. We also thank the 
Bournemouth Hebrew Guild for preparing the  
lovely Kiddush.
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ALL PROCEEDS TO UJIA – 
DONATE NOW

CRISIS IN ISRAEL BOURNEMOUTH GROUP

JustGiving Page

https//www.justgiving.com/page/
crisis-in-israel-bournemouth

Are you moving and need a survey?

Do you require a property valuation for 

Probate, tax or personal reasons?

I am a local residential surveyor with 25 

years experience and can offer a cost 

effective, personal, and prompt service.

I am also a commercial energy assessor.

If  I could help or you need some friendly 

advice please ring for a chat  

with absolutely no obligation.

Mark Glazer BSc. MRICS Dip NDEA

RICS Registered Valuer

38 Alyth Road Talbot Woods Bournemouth Dorset BH3 7DG

tel: 01202 377085, mobile: 07590  019711.  e-mail: mark_glazer@

yahoo.co.uk  website: mgsurveyors.co.uk

Regulated by RICS

During his 
illness the late 
Barry Berlyn z”l, 
spent time in 
the MacMillan 
Hospice at 
Christchurch 
Hospital, 
including 
Chanukah. At 
that time Josie 
Lipsith purchased individual battery operated 
candles for him, and also Vicky Cohen o”h who was 
also there then, to be able to light.

In memory of her father, daughter of our 
administrator, Loraine Berlyn, Dina, together with 
her husband, Graham, felt they would like to 
contribute something to the Unit . 

They decided upon a battery operated chanukiah, 
which would contribute to the well-being of Jewish 
patients and help staff in the Unit in their devoted 
caring and comfort.

During Chanukah Dina will go to the Hospice to 
light it daily.

A THOUGHTFUL 
GIFT

Israeli 
Dancing
Since 2001, a dedicated group of dancers have 
been meeting every week to enjoy beautiful 
Israeli music, exercise and socialise.    

There is no age limit, and no fun limit. It’s 
only for an hour so why not come along on 
Tuesday nights at 8.00 in the Menorah Suite.  
See the Shul notices for any changes of time 
or venue. 
 
MARILYN DEXTER
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A group of people met in the Menorah Suite on 13th 
August to take part in a workshop with Pam Fox, an 
expert Jewish genealogist and author. You may have 
heard of her book “Jews by the Seaside”, which is 
about the Jewish hotels in Bournemouth and the 
people that used and ran them.

Pam was asked to show us how to research our 
family history through the wealth of information 
that can be found through a variety of sites on 
the web. She entertained us by describing and 
demonstrating the differences and similarities 
between each of the websites, allowing us to decide 
which one better suited our own purpose and also 
how they can be used in combination. Pam stressed 
the uniqueness of Jewish history and the challenges 
it created, but also showed how they could be 
addressed.

She gave us a guided tour of websites such 
as Ancestry, Findmypast, MyHeritage, Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Great Britain (JGSGB), Jewish 
Communities and Records - United Kingdom (JCR-
UK), Jewish Chronicle and Social media. Additional 

THE LIVING STONES 
JEWISH FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH WORKSHOP WITH PAM FOX

sources of information in the UK and in other countries 
were also provided

During the discussion a family name was mentioned 
and two people in the audience who had never 
really spoken before found they had family links by 
marriage! Which just goes to prove that the world 
really is a small place when you start to engage with 
Jewish family history.

Here is one of Pam’s tips – “Don’t believe everything 
you read! Many mistakes and contradictions are 
found, especially in online family trees”. 

If you have been unsuccessful in finding your 
family history Pam maybe be able to help. She can be 
contacted by email at pamfox@virginmedia.com or by 
mobile on 07952 320949

If you would like to contribute any information to 
the Living Stones project regarding your family or 
friends, who are buried in the three Jewish cemeteries 
in Bournemouth, then please call Barbara 07932 
123116 or Howard 07866 736640.

Barbara Lurie 

Bournemouth Jewish Support Services –  
Taking our Work to the Next Level

BJSS is a small, local charity operated entirely by volunteers.  We have very modest roots, established in 2012 by four 
members of the local Community.  Our bank of trained and reference-checked volunteers has supported an increasing 
number of clients over the years, more of whom now have complex, multi-faceted needs.  Our foundation is in 
providing in-person and telephone befriending, but we also offer support with benefits and allowances, housing and 
social care needs.

We have just achieved two very significant milestones.  We have become incorporated as a Charity and have appointed 
three Trustees to govern and guide BJSS, ensuring we fulfill our purpose and comply with the law.  We happily welcome 
our new Trustees on board: Deborah Tendler, Larry Kaye and Josie Lipsith (one of BJSS’s original founders).  We are also 
in the process of completing our Charity Commission registration.

Do reach out to us if you, a family member, friend or neighbour needs our support.
We can offer voluntary roles to suit your availability and areas of interest. We would love you to join us, so do get in 
touch by telephone, by email, or via the enquiry form on our website. Do also get in touch if you, a family member, friend 
or neighbour needs our support.

Telephone: 01202 298817      Email: info@bjss.org.uk      Website: www.bjss.org.uk
Janet Gee, Tova Citron, Zara Pinner, Jan Opas, Janet Gilbert BJSS Admin Team
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The Bournemouth and Poole Holocaust Memorial Day 
Committee’s annual commemoration will be taking 
place on Sunday 28th January at the Lighthouse 
Poole starting at 2.00pm. The Theme for HMD 2024 
is Fragility of Freedom, something that at the time of 
writing this is being felt by Jewish people all over the 
world and particularly in Israel.  

Our main speaker is Maralyn Turgel mother of 
Jonny Turgel who many of you will remember as 
the Chazan at the Dreams of a Nation. She will be 
sharing the story of her father’s experiences during 
the Holocaust. 

In 1942 Sam and his father were selected to work 
as slave labourers in an ammunitions factory. A year 
later they were moved to Buchenwald Concentration 
Camp where they lost their only possessions – their 
treasured photographs. In 1944 he was separated 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2024
SAVE THE DATE. 28th January 2024  

from his father in Schlieben Labour Camp, never to see 
him again. 

Finally, in April 1945 Sam was taken on a long ‘death 
journey’ on cramped cattle trucks with no food, water 
or sanitation, to Mauthausen Concentration Camp. 
Out of 2000 on the journey he was one of 42 that 
survived. The survivors of Mauthausen were liberated 
by the Americans, whom Sam described as “Angels 
from Heaven.”When Britain agreed to take 1000 child 
refugees, Sam was one of the 300 ‘Boys’ who were 
taken to Windermere. He finally settled in Manchester, 
married and had two daughters, four grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren.  

As usual the tickets for this event are free but we will 
be having a retiring collection. The details of how to 
obtain them will be sent to you nearer the time.

Lynda Ford-Horne

Remembrance Sunday 2023 was a morning of pride 
tinged with sadness. At a time of indescribable 
suffering for our brothers and sisters in Israel 
following the October massacre, our Chair, Simon 
Lurie, put out a request to the Bournemouth Jewish 
Community to join AJEX  marchers this year to the 
Cenotaph in Bournemouth Gardens. 

We were delighted to welcome so many new faces 
and see a much expanded group of around forty 
people stand at the Cenotaph.

This year the Jewish Community were 
very prominently in evidence with Mayor of 
Bournemouth, Councillor Anne Filer and her 
Chaplain Rabbi Lionel Rosenfeld, who participated in 
the ceremony.

At West Moors Remembrance Day Parade (below) 
on Sunday 12th November, a group organised by Laura 
Swabe 'Friends of Israel', were well received at the Parade.

Apart from Laura and her husband Roger, all others in 
the group were non-Jewish, (including the gentleman in 
Israeli flag t-shirt).  

AJEX RECORD TURN OUT - Mandy Glazer
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Wessex Jewish Golf Society
is Dorset based and welcomes 

golfers of every standard.

Come and join us for friendly 
and enjoyable golf on a variety 

of local courses

Please call  
Simon Pinner on 0780 253 5899 or 
Russell Brenner on 07836 316426

Please inform the office if you, a member 
of your family or a friend is in hosPital 
and would like to be visited.

because of data Protection law, 
this information is not given to the 
synagogue or to our teams of visitors 

to the hosPitals. 

to ensure that everyone hosPitalised is contacted 
Please Pass on details as soon as Possible.  
Please telePhone: 01202 557433

hosPital visiting

TO JOIN OUR 
CHEVRA 
KADISHA 
TEAMS

If you feel you can carry out 
this very rewarding work you 

will be most welcome.

Full training will be given.

Please contact the  
Shul Office.

MEN & LADIES 
REQUIRED



~24~

Tuesday 20th Meet n Munch

Friday 23rd Purim Katan

Shabbat 24th Shushan Purim Katan

 Tetzaveh

March 2024 

Shabbat 2nd  Ki Tisa

Tuesday 5th Meet n Munch

Shabbat 9th  Vayakhel. Shabbat Shekalim.
 Mevarchim Hachodesh.

Sunday 10th First day Rosh Chodesh Adar II

Monday 11th Second day Rosh Chodesh Adar II

Friday 15th/  Yavneh College visit 
Shabbat 16th 

Shabbat 16th Pekudei

Tuesday 19th Meet n Munch

Thursday 21st  Fast of Esther.  
Fast commences 05.04. 
Fast terminates 19.02.

Shabbat 23rd Vayikra. Shabbat Zachor

Sunday 24th Purim

Monday 25th Shushan Purim

Shabbat 30th Tsav. Shabbat Parah

Sunday 31st  Stone setting Throop 
The late Mordechai Bitton z”l –  
time TBC

April 2024 

Shabbat 6th   Shemini. Shabbat Hachodesh. 
Mevarchim Hachodesh

Tuesday 9th Rosh Chodesh NIsan

Shabbat 13th Tazria

  Batmitzvah of Esmée Lechartier, 
daughter of Tara and Olivier 
Lechartier, granddaughter of Celia 
and Brian Bradley.

Shabbat 20th Metzorah. Shabbat Hagadol. 

Sunday 21st Search for chametz after 21.07

Monday 22nd  Fast of the Firstborn 
Fast commences 04.47

 First Seder night

Tuesday 23rd First day Pesach. Tal.

 Second Seder night

 Commence counting Omer.

Wednesday 24th Second day Pesach

Shabbat 27th Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach

Monday 29th Seventh day Pesach

Tuesday 30th Eighth day Pesach

 Yizkor

Diary
December 2023

Thursday 7th First Chanukah Light

Shabbat 9th Vayeshev Shabbat Chanukah

 Mevarchim Hachodesh

Sunday 10th Bagel breakfast

  Civic Ceremony and Reception for 
Mayor Anne Filer

Tuesday 12th  Meet n Munch with the Guild – 
Sponsored Chanukah Party

Wednesday 13th  CCJ  Chanukah Social Menorah Suite 
7.30pm

Shabbat 16th Miketz

  Kiddush sponsored by Loraine Berlyn 
in memory of Barry Berlyn z”l

Tuesday 19th Meet n Munch

Friday 22nd  Fast of Tevet 
Fast commences 06.53. 
Fast terminates 16.53. 

Shabbat 23rd Vayigash

Shabbat 30th Vayechi

January 2024

Shabbat 6th  Shemot

 Mevarchim Hachodesh

  Kiddush to honour Melvin Millin and 
the Security Team

Tuesday 9th Meet n Munch

Thursday 11th Rosh Chodesh Shevat

Shabbat 13th Va’era

Sunday 14th  Stone setting Throop 
The late Brian Cowan z”l – 2pm

Shabbat 20th Bo

Tuesday 23rd Meet n Munch

Thursday 25th Tu B’Shevat

Shabbat 27th Beshalach. Shabbat Shira

Sunday 28th Holocaust Memorial Day

February 2024 

Shabbat 3rd Yitro

 Mevarchim Hachodesh

Tuesday 6th Meet n Munch

Friday 9th First day Rosh Chodesh Adar I

Shabbat 10th  Second day Rosh Chodesh Adar I 
Mishpatim

Shabbat 17th Terumah



Wishing you 
Chanukah
Sameach

Part of Fred. Olsen Travel
Holidays – Cruises – Tours 

Flights – Hotels




